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CHAPTER 1 | LUKE 22:1-6 
THE TRUTH ABOUT BETRAYAL 

The amazing stone church buildings erected during the 

Middle Ages are often adorned with intricately carved 

grotesque figures. Many people today claim that these 

frightening monsters were intended to provide a 

symbolic portrayal of evil for people who did not own a 

copy of the Bible and were not able to read. Of course, 

they combined those hideous statues with brilliant 

stained-glass portrayals of biblical stories. Together 

they presented a stark contrast between good and evil. 

No one constructs buildings like that anymore, but 

people do speak of evil in increasingly extreme, even 
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grotesque ways. They do not hesitate to label their 

opponents as monsters, likening them to Hitler and the 

Nazis. It’s important to distinguish right from wrong, but 

I think there is a danger in thinking of evil in 

exaggerated terms. We picture ourselves as the good 

guys. We can’t imagine sharing anything in common 

with the other side. As a result, we blind ourselves to 

the presence of sin and evil in our own lives. 

We must beware of this tendency as we embark upon 

our study of Luke 22, where Luke recounts the betrayal 

of Jesus. We vilify Judas Iscariot for his treachery. We 

detest the hypocrisy of the priests in their plot to have 

Jesus put to death. We might even feel disgusted by 

Peter as he denies Christ. But we are more like these 

people than we care to admit. Every sin we commit is 

in some sense a betrayal of Jesus and his teaching. 

So, we must consider this chapter as more than a 

simple historical account of cowardly, villainous deeds. 

It stands as a warning to help us examine our hearts 

and confess our sins. It reminds us to trust in the saving 

grace of Jesus Christ. 
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Luke 22:1-6 introduces us to the people and 

motivations that shape the events that unfold through 

the chapter. It reveals five truths that betrayal violates. 

The passage connects each truth to specific individuals 

and their actions. But as we reflect upon them, we see 

that every sin we commit violates one or more of these 

truths. So, we need to understand these truths and 

allow them to guide us to be faithful to Jesus. 
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TRUTH 1 
THE FREEDOM 

OF SALVATION 

Most of us celebrate holidays with huge quantities of 

special foods. You might have a big turkey for 

Thanksgiving or Christmas with all sorts of side dishes 

and desserts that you wouldn’t eat any other time 

throughout the year. We start shopping and preparing 

several days beforehand. Then we eat so much, that 

it’s hard to move afterward. But one of the most 

important Jewish holidays focuses on eating matzah, a 

simple flat bread thrown together and baked in a hurry. 
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The week-long Feast of Unleavened Bread 

commemorates the events recorded in Exodus 11-13. 

The people of Israel had been living in Egypt as slaves, 

but God raised up Moses to lead them back to the 

promised land. The Pharaoh refused to let them go, so 

God brought a series of ten plagues upon the 

Egyptians. The final one was the death of every 

firstborn. So, to protect their households, God 

instructed the Israelites to kill a spotless lamb, spread 

its blood on their doorposts, roast the meat, and eat it 

with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. As the plague 

was carried out that night, the blood served as a sign 

for the Lord to pass over those homes. The Egyptians 

released the Israelites, and they fled from captivity 

eating their unleavened bread on the run. 

The Lord saved the Israelites and freed them from their 

captivity to worship him and live for him as a holy 

nation, obeying his Law. But 1,500 years later, as the 

Jewish leaders celebrate this great feast, they violate 

the freedom of their nation’s historic salvation. Luke 

22:1-2 speaks of Jesus and tells us, 
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1Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew 

near, which is called the Passover. 2And the 

chief priests and the scribes were seeking 

how to put him to death, for they feared the 

people. 

Jesus had not violated any law. He was perfectly 

innocent. But the chief priests and scribes were jealous 

of his popularity. They also resented the way he 

exposed their hypocritical conduct. They scoured their 

homes, cleaning every nook and cranny to make sure 

there was no leaven to contaminate their bread for the 

feast. But their hearts were polluted with murderous 

thoughts in direct violation of the Sixth Commandment. 

Their actions were a betrayal of God’s saving purpose 

for their nation. 

Of course, the death of Jesus was a necessary step in 

God’s saving plan. He is the true Passover lamb. When 

we believe in him, we are set free from slavery to 

Satan, sin, and death. So, in 1 Corinthians 5:7-8, Paul 

writes, 

Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be 

a new lump, as you really are unleavened. 

For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 
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sacrificed. Let us therefore celebrate the 

festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of 

malice and evil, but with the unleavened 

bread of sincerity and truth. 

Whenever we sin, we betray this freedom that Christ 

purchased for us through his death. We act as if his 

sacrifice and our salvation do not matter to us. If you 

believe in Christ, then strive to live in a way that honors 

the freedom he has given us.  
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TRUTH 2 
THE RESPONSIBILITY 

OF LEADERSHIP 

People today have all sorts of ideas about what it 

means to be a leader. Some equate it with taking 

charge and telling people what to do like a general far 

behind the frontlines, safe from harm. Others say that 

it is the ability to get people excited about doing 

something like a coach who never sets foot on the field 

and may not even be in good shape. But the Bible 

describes leadership as living in such a way that 

people can follow you like a guide down a trail. We are 

each responsible to set a godly example for those who 

know us. 
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When God established the Jewish priesthood after the 

Exodus, he wanted them to be holy, set apart for 

serving him. They underwent special cleansing rituals 

and wore special clothing, so that they could present 

people’s offerings to him. So, with their detailed 

knowledge of His Law and their privileged access to his 

presence in the Tabernacle, they should have set an 

example of holiness for the rest of their nation. But the 

Old Testament prophets rebuked the sinful priests of 

their day for misleading people and warned them of 

coming judgment (e.g., Jer 5:31; 23:11-12; Ezek 

22:26). 

The priests at the time of Jesus failed to heed those 

warnings. They betrayed their responsibility in how 

they responded to Jesus. Notice the last clause in Luke 

22:2. The verse tells us, 

And the chief priests and the scribes were 

seeking how to put him to death, for they 

feared the people. 

If the priests and scribes genuinely believed that Jesus 

was wrong, they should have dealt with him openly, 

making a clear case from the Scripture. But they could 
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not do that. Everything Jesus said was biblically sound. 

His teaching was even confirmed by miraculous signs. 

They did not have a solid case, and for the moment the 

crowd was excited about Jesus. So, instead of leading 

with integrity and truth, they secretly concocted a 

scheme to manipulate the people. They drew them into 

their sinful plan by persuading them to demand the 

crucifixion of Jesus. They betrayed their responsibility 

of leadership. 

Whenever we sin, we are guilty of the same betrayal. 

We influence everyone who knows us. When we love 

God and love people, it encourages them to do the 

same. But when we ignore God and act selfishly, we 

exert a negative influence. We need to remind 

ourselves of Paul’s charge to Timothy in 1 Timothy 

4:12. He says, “Let no one despise you for your youth, 

but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, 

in love, in faith, in purity.” 

What kind of influence are you having? We need to 

understand that sinful behavior violates our 

responsibility of leadership.  
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TRUTH 3 
THE GLORY 

OF GOD 

If you go to a big theatrical performance, you pay 

attention to the leading actors on stage, but probably 

not to the tech crew. Their names are buried deep in 

the program, if they’re even listed. Their goal is to be 

unseen and unheard. Their job is to shine the spotlight 

on the star. If they draw attention to themselves, then 

they have failed.  

The story of the universe and all that exists is God’s 

story. From beginning to end, he is the star. He 

deserves all the glory. Every living being that he has 
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created exists to shine the spotlight on him. We are 

sinning when we fail to do that. So, every sin is a 

betrayal of the glory of God. 

Early in God’s story, one of his creatures rebelled 

against this purpose. In Isaiah 14:13-14, God 

addresses someone named Day Star or Lucifer. 

Elsewhere in Scripture he is called Satan or the devil. 

God says, 

You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to 

heaven; above the stars of God I will set my 

throne on high; I will sit on the mount of 

assembly in the far reaches of the north; I will 

ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will 

make myself like the Most High.’ 

Satan wanted glory for himself. But when he could not 

get it, he made it his goal to draw glory away from God. 

He tempted Adam and Eve to ignore God’s commands 

rather than glorifying him through trust and obedience. 

He has continued to deceive and mislead people ever 

since.  
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So, as God the Father sends His Son to provide a way 

of salvation for people, Satan sets out to oppose it. 

Luke 22:3 tells us, 

Then Satan entered into Judas called 

Iscariot, who was of the number of the 

twelve. 

The Bible sometimes speaks of individuals being 

possessed or oppressed by demons. Luke 8:26-39, for 

instance, uses this term to describe a man who wore 

no clothes and lived among the tombs. But that term is 

not used here. Luke says that Satan entered into 

Judas. So, while Judas is under Satan’s control, he is 

not acting against his own will. He seems to cooperate 

with Satan’s scheme to eliminate Jesus. 

Satan continues to influence people to live in a way that 

betrays the glory of God. Apart from Christ people 

cannot resist him, and they do not even try. They follow 

his promptings as Judas did. But James 4:7 gives 

believers a simple promise. It says, “Submit yourselves 

therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 

you.” By the power of the Holy Spirit, believers can live 

for the glory of God.  
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TRUTH 4 
THE COMMANDMENT 

TO LOVE 

The most massive trees on earth are the Giant 

Sequoias found in the Sierra Nevada mountains of 

California. They are an amazing sight! Some are over 

25 stories tall with trunks over 30 feet in diameter. But 

their roots are relatively shallow compared to other 

trees, reaching only 12 to 14 feet down. To stay upright, 

their roots grow outward as much as 100 feet along the 

surface, interlocking with the roots of other trees. 

God designed us to form similar bonds with one 

another. When he created the first man, he said it 
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wasn’t good for him to be alone (Gen 2:18). He gave 

him a woman to be his wife. As human beings 

multiplied, God made it clear that our lives should be 

intertwined with those of family, friends, and neighbors. 

In Galatians 5:14, Paul said, “For the whole law is 

fulfilled in one word: "You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.” So, in one way or another, almost every sin 

we commit violates this commandment and betrays our 

relationships. 

Judas’s betrayal clearly violates this commandment. 

Luke 22:3 identifies him by saying that he was, “of the 

number of the twelve.” But in verse 4, Luke says,  

He went away and conferred with the chief 

priests and officers how he might betray him 

to them. 

Judas spent the better part of three years following 

Jesus along with the other eleven apostles. They 

listened to his teaching together and witnessed his 

miracles. They journeyed down dusty roads on foot 

and across stormy seas by boat, serving in towns and 

villages throughout Judea and Galilee. Their lives were 

intertwined, but Judas broke the bonds of those 



|THE BETRAYAL OF JESUS| 

 

|16| 

relationships by this betrayal. This thought must have 

been on Jesus’ mind as they were celebrating the 

Passover together, because John 13:34-35 tells us that 

as soon as Judas left the room, Jesus said, 

A new commandment I give to you, that you 

love one another: just as I have loved you, 

you also are to love one another. By this all 

people will know that you are my disciples, if 

you have love for one another. 

I think many of us find it difficult to comprehend this 

kind of love. We live in a society that teaches us to be 

independent and watch out for ourselves. We treat the 

church like a spectator event, rather than a family. 

We’ve experienced betrayal too many times, so we 

hold back. But we must take the risk. These 

relationships are not easy. In 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, 

Paul tells us, 

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy 

or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not 

insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 

resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, 

but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all 

things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things. 
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We cannot let the fear of a Judas, lead us to renounce 

love the way Judas did. We’re commanded to love one 

another. 
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TRUTH 5 
THE VALUE OF 

A PERSON 

We determine the value of a lot of things by their 

weight. Precious metals are sold by the ounce. Meat, 

fruit, and vegetables are sold by the pound. When I was 

growing up, my parents took me and my brother to a 

family style restaurant that even weighed children to 

set the price for their meal. They had a big antique 

scale right by the host station in the waiting area. Some 

might consider it embarrassing. People would certainly 

object today. Though my brother and I were both a little 
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chunky, we still had fun with it. My parents weren’t quite 

as amused when they got the bill.  

There is no way to set a value on a person. We are 

made in the image of God. David contemplates this in 

Psalm 8:3-6. He says, 

When I look at your heavens, the work of 

your fingers, the moon and the stars, which 

you have set in place, what is man that you 

are mindful of him, and the son of man that 

you care for him? Yet you have made him a 

little lower than the heavenly beings and 

crowned him with glory and honor. You have 

given him dominion over the works of your 

hands; you have put all things under his feet. 

If people are priceless, how much more valuable is 

Jesus, the Son of God? In Colossians 1:15-16, Paul 

writes, 

He is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn of all creation. For by him all things 

were created, in heaven and on earth, visible 

and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 

or rulers or authorities--all things were 

created through him and for him. 
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It would be a betrayal of the truth to put a price on any 

person, but Judas sold out Jesus. Luke 22:5-6 speaks 

of the priests and tells us, 

5And they were glad, and agreed to give him 

money. 6So he consented and sought an 

opportunity to betray him to them in the 

absence of a crowd. 

Matthew 26:15 tells us that they offered Judas thirty 

pieces of silver. It’s difficult to know the actual value of 

this money at the time. It could be around a month’s 

wages for a laborer. After Judas returns the money and 

commits suicide, the priests use it to purchase a small 

field. So, it was significant, but not enough to make 

Judas wealthy. It could not justify his actions. 

Most of us will probably never be tempted to betray a 

person’s life for money. But we still relate to people in 

ways that contradict their true value, and that is a sin. 

We might place earning money above our 

relationships, but we also communicate the value we 

place on people by how we treat them. James 3:9 

speaks of how we use our tongue and says, “With it we 



THE TRUTH ABOUT BETRAYAL | LUKE 22:1-6 

 

|21| 

bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people 

who are made in the likeness of God.” 

We must remember the truth of people’s value. 

CONCLUSION 

We’re not that different from Judas or the chief priests 

and scribes. Sometimes our motives are not even 

distinguishable from those of Satan. We have all done 

things that violated the freedom of salvation, the 

responsibility of leadership, the glory of God, the 

commandment to love, and the value of people, but 

Jesus is our Passover Lamb. He died so that we can 

be rescued from the judgment that we deserve. 

Do you believe in Jesus? Have you turned to God in 

repentance? You can be saved today by placing your 

trust in him. If you’re not ready to take that step yet, I 

encourage you to keep learning.  You could read 

ahead in Luke 22 to see how this amazing story 

unfolds. 

If you’ve been rescued by Jesus, are you cleaning out 

the old leaven from your life. Are you putting aside sin 
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and growing in holiness? Perhaps you’ve been 

convicted of a particular sin today. If so, would you 

confess it to God? These truths can help us. We must 

allow them to shape all that we say and do. Is there one 

of them on which you need to focus this week? 

May God help us to stay faithful to Jesus! 

QUESTIONS FOR  

FURTHER REFLECTION 

How do you define sin? How does the idea of sin as 

betrayal change your definition? 

 

How can you use these truths to resist temptation? 

 

On which of these truths do you most need to focus? 

Why? 
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CHAPTER 2 | LUKE 22:7-20 
WORTHY OF LOYALTY 

It happened to me when I was a child. It happened to 

my children, and I suspect it happens to every family. 

You are at a fun event or place where someone is 

handing out helium balloons for kids. The balloon is 

tied to a string or ribbon, and young kids always insist 

on personally holding it. They do not want any help. But 

every breeze tugs at the balloon, and sooner or later a 

strong gust comes along.  It slips away from them and 

floats up into the sky. They let out a scream, and the 

tears begin to flow over their lost balloon. 
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So, what does a parent do the next time there’s an 

opportunity to get a balloon? They tie it onto the kid’s 

wrist. It gets in the way and bounces into people’s 

faces, but they do all that they can to avoid another 

traumatic meltdown. 

You and I are a lot like balloons. We can be easily 

blown around. The slightest temptation comes our way, 

and we act on impulse. We covet what’s not ours. We 

lust. We lash out in anger, and such sinful actions are 

no small matter. Last week I suggested that every sin 

is a betrayal of Jesus Christ, violating the same 

fundamental truths that Judas, the Jewish priests, and 

even Satan violated. To stay faithful, we need to be tied 

as close as possible to Jesus.  

Even as he is betrayed, Jesus demonstrates four 

characteristics that show him to be worthy of our 

loyalty. Luke’s Gospel captures them in verses 7-20 of 

chapter 22. As we reflect on this passage, let these 

characteristics cultivate in your heart a deeper loyalty 

to Christ. When we are tempted, we will find strength 

to resist as we remind ourselves of who he is and what 
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he has done for us. As we think about these 

characteristics, we tie ourselves close to him. 
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CHARACTERISTIC 1 
HIS DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY 

Some blockbuster movies are in the news long before 

they are released to the public. A director oversees the 

writing, casting, filming, and editing. But since studios 

invest huge sums of money, they closely monitor the 

process and sometimes intervene. They might change 

the story or fire the director. They might hire someone 

else who turns it into something completely different. 

It’s hard to know who is really in control. 

We don’t have that problem in real life. Things may 

seem out of control sometimes, but all history—past, 

present, and future—is God’s story. Previously I 
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mentioned the idea of God being the star, but he is also 

the director. It may seem as if Satan has taken over, 

but his control only extends as far as God allows. The 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are in control from 

beginning to end. So, from God’s perspective, the 

betrayal of Jesus is not unexpected. 

Jesus clearly demonstrates his divine sovereignty in 

Luke 22:7-13. Luke tells us, 

7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, 

on which the Passover lamb had to be 

sacrificed. 8So Jesus sent Peter and John, 

saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, 

that we may eat it.” 9They said to him, “Where 

will you have us prepare it?” 10He said to 

them, “Behold, when you have entered the 

city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet 

you. Follow him into the house that he enters 
11and tell the master of the house, ‘The 

Teacher says to you, Where is the guest 

room, where I may eat the Passover with my 

disciples?’ 12And he will show you a large 

upper room furnished; prepare it there.” 
13And they went and found it just as he had 

told them, and they prepared the Passover. 
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As I mentioned last time, the Passover commemorates 

the way that God rescued the people of Israel from 

slavery in Egypt 1,500 years before the time of Jesus. 

He instructed them to sacrifice a sheep and spread its 

blood on their doorposts as a sign. He then passed 

over those homes as he struck down the firstborn 

throughout the land. Why would God orchestrate such 

an event?  

The Passover displayed his power to judge and his 

grace to save, but he was also foreshadowing his 

ultimate plan to save sinners from judgment and grant 

them eternal life. So, it is not by chance that Jesus is 

betrayed on the Passover. The Passover is a type of 

Christ, an event that prophetically symbolizes what will 

happen in the future. God allows the betrayal of Jesus 

on the Passover because it fulfills that type. 

In addition to orchestrating such major events from 

over the course of history, Jesus also controls his 

immediate circumstances. He sends Peter and John to 

make preparations for the Passover. They need to buy 

wine, unleavened bread, bitter herbs, and a lamb. They 

must then take the lamb to the temple to be sacrificed. 
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Then they need to find a place to gather and eat the 

Passover meal together. Meanwhile, thousands of 

other Jewish visitors to Jerusalem are doing the same. 

Jesus gives them strange directions. The city is packed 

with people, but he tells them they will find a man 

carrying a jar of water, who will take them to a home 

with a large upper room. Some scholars claim that 

women would normally carry out that task, so it would 

be unusual to find a man doing it. Some also speculate 

that Jesus had simply made these arrangements 

ahead of time. But how could he know that Peter and 

John would cross paths with this anonymous man at 

just the right moment?  

Whether arranged or not, Jesus is clearly in control, 

and nothing will keep him from celebrating the 

Passover. This plan ensures that Judas will not know 

where they will gather until they arrive. So, he will not 

be able to tip off the chief priests to Jesus’ whereabouts 

until after the Passover meal. 

Jesus continues to exercise the same degree of divine 

sovereignty over the details of our lives. We are never 
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hidden from his sight, and our circumstances are never 

out of his control. He allows us to suffer and experience 

temptation. He allows us to make real choices and 

holds us responsible for them. But in 1 Corinthians 

10:13, Paul tells us, 

No temptation has overtaken you that is not 

common to man. God is faithful, and he will 

not let you be tempted beyond your ability, 

but with the temptation he will also provide 

the way of escape, that you may be able to 

endure it. 

Do you believe in the divine sovereignty of Jesus? If 

so, then don’t give in to temptation. Trust his perfect 

plan. Look to him for the strength to endure.  
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CHARACTERISTIC 2 
HIS LOVING HUMANITY 

Food plays a big part in our lives and our relationships. 

How do we celebrate a birthday? By eating cake 

together. What do we do at a graduation reception? We 

eat. How does a couple first get to know each other? 

By going out to dinner. What do people do after a 

wedding? More cake! What do we do for holidays like 

Easter, Independence Day, Thanksgiving, and 

Christmas? We eat and eat and eat. As soon as people 

began to multiply on the face of the earth, sharing a 

meal became a significant bond. 
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So, what does Jesus do in the last few hours before his 

suffering begins? He demonstrates his loving humanity 

by sharing a meal with his closest friends on earth. 

Luke 22:14-15 tells us, 

14And when the hour came, he reclined at 

table, and the apostles with him. 15And he 

said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat 

this Passover with you before I suffer.” 

Early in church history, some people denied the 

humanity of Jesus. They were influenced by a 

philosophy that viewed physical matter as evil and only 

spirit as good. So, they said that he only appeared to 

be human. The Apostle John refutes this in 1 John 4:2 

by saying, “By this you know the Spirit of God: every 

spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the 

flesh is from God.” 

If we’re not careful, we can slip into the same error in 

our thinking. We can focus so much on Jesus’ divine 

power and holiness, that we forget that he experienced 

every part of normal human life except for sin and guilt. 

He was not some ethereal angelic being walking 

around with a halo. He was a real man. He worked hard 
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as a carpenter. He sweat and got dirty. He enjoyed 

good food and drink, and he developed close 

relationships with family and friends. So, before he 

suffered, he earnestly desired to celebrate the 

Passover. 

It’s important to remember the humanity of Jesus as 

we face temptation. If he was only an angelic being, 

then we cannot consider him an example. But because 

he is human, we can follow him. Because he is human, 

he was able to suffer in our place to atone for our sins. 

Because he is human, he knows how hard it is to stay 

holy, and he has compassion for us when we fail.  

Hebrews 4:15-16 tells us, 

For we do not have a high priest who is 

unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 

but one who in every respect has been 

tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us 

then with confidence draw near to the throne 

of grace, that we may receive mercy and find 

grace to help in time of need. 

Do you believe in the loving humanity of Jesus? If so, 

then follow his example in resisting temptation and 
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enduring suffering. Take comfort in knowing that he 

understands and cares for you personally.  



WORTHY OF LOYALTY | LUKE 22:7-20 

 

|35| 

CHARACTERISTIC 3 
HIS MESSIANIC CERTAINTY 

If you plan a long trip today, you can be fairly certain 

that you will arrive at your destination. There might be 

a delay. A flight might get cancelled, but you can 

reschedule. It may be your first time to make the 

journey, but thousands of other people have done it 

before. It was not that way in times past, however. 

When Charles Lindbergh flew across the Atlantic for 

the first time in 1927, there was great uncertainty. 

When explorers like Columbus and Magellan set sail, 

they weren’t sure where they would end up. They were 

charting a new course. 
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Jesus was born to do something that had never been 

done before. In the Old Testament, God revealed his 

plan to build his kingdom in our fallen world. He chose 

a nation, gave them his Law, and raised up David as 

its king. But none of the Davidic kings provided the 

leadership that was needed. They each failed. So, we 

call Jesus the Christ, or the Messiah, because he is the 

promised descendant of King David. He is the 

trailblazer to open the way to that destination. All our 

hope rests upon him. God’s entire plan of salvation 

leads to his kingdom. 

The apostles, other than Judas, understood this hope 

and were looking forward to it as they celebrated the 

Passover. They longed for the kingdom to come. But in 

a matter of hours, they would conclude that the mission 

was completely derailed. They would be wrong. Jesus, 

on the other hand, knew what was coming and looked 

to the future with complete confidence. Luke 22:16-18 

tells us that he expressed that certainty as he spoke of 

the Passover by saying, 

16“For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled 

in the kingdom of God.” 17And he took a cup, 
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and when he had given thanks he said, “Take 

this, and divide it among yourselves. 18For I 

tell you that from now on I will not drink of the 

fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 

comes.” 

He did not have any doubt that they would be reunited 

to celebrate together in the kingdom. His certainty 

makes perfect sense when you consider his divine 

sovereignty. But his confidence is also supported by 

Old Testament prophecy. Perhaps he thought of Isaiah 

25:6-8 as he spoke. It tells us, 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will 

make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a 

feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of 

marrow, of aged wine well refined. And he 

will swallow up on this mountain the covering 

that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is 

spread over all nations. He will swallow up 

death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe 

away tears from all faces, and the reproach 

of his people he will take away from all the 

earth, for the LORD has spoken. 

The hope of arriving in Christ’s kingdom gives us 

strength to endure trials and temptations. When life 

seems dark and uncertain, we are prone to seek 
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immediate satisfaction in the passing pleasures of sin. 

But as we look forward with confidence, we will 

faithfully stay the course. Peter expresses this idea as 

he calls Christians to be holy in 1 Peter 1. He begins in 

verse 13 by saying, “Therefore, preparing your minds 

for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully 

on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation 

of Jesus Christ.” 

Do you share the Messianic certainty of Jesus? Is your 

hope set on him? 
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CHARACTERISTIC 4 
HIS SACRIFICIAL HUMILITY 

If you were to sum up your life in one meal, what foods 

would you choose? Would it be something pricey like 

filet mignon or lobster? Does a salad or some 

assortment of fruit capture who you are? Most of us are 

probably better represented by pizza or a burger and 

fries. Jesus reflects his sacrificial humility by choosing 

the most basic staples of his culture, bread and wine. 

These foods were part of the traditional Passover meal 

along with lamb and bitter herbs. John the Baptist once 

referred to Jesus as the Lamb of God (John 1:29), but 

Jesus does not personally make that connection as he 
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speaks to the apostles at the Last Supper. Luke 22:19-

20 tells us, 

19And he took bread, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, 

saying, “This is my body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20And 

likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, 

“This cup that is poured out for you is the new 

covenant in my blood.” 

The bread they were eating was unleavened. It was 

completely fresh and new, uncontaminated by any 

previous bread. Jesus’ body was like that. He had lived 

a perfectly sinless life, uncontaminated by 

disobedience. Matzah bread is also crisp like a cracker. 

It breaks. So, as Jesus breaks the bread he 

foreshadows the suffering that his physical body is 

about to endure. He then gives it to the apostles to eat. 

It provides the physical sustenance they need, and in 

the same way, the suffering inflicted upon his body 

provides for our spiritual sustenance. John 6:35 tells us 

that he had already presented this illustration to his 

disciples. It tells us, “Jesus said to them, ‘I am the 
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bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, 

and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.’” 

Jesus also speaks of the cup being poured out as the 

new covenant in his blood. The old covenant that God 

made with Israel, began at the Exodus. The blood of 

the lambs at that first Passover kept the firstborn safe. 

Once Israel was in the wilderness and God revealed 

his Law, there was more blood. Moses had oxen 

sacrificed. Exodus 24:7-8 tells us, 

Then he took the Book of the Covenant and 

read it in the hearing of the people. And they 

said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will 

do, and we will be obedient.” And Moses took 

the blood and threw it on the people and said, 

“Behold the blood of the covenant that the 

LORD has made with you in accordance with 

all these words.” 

The problem with the Old Covenant, was that the 

people of Israel failed to keep their promise to God. 

They disobeyed him time and again. He disciplined 

them in various ways for over a thousand years, but 

they kept falling back into the same sins. So, God 

revealed that a new covenant was needed that would 
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do things that the old covenant never did. It would 

cleanse them of their sin once and for all, and it would 

transform their hearts. In Jeremiah 31:33-34, God 

says, 

“For this is the covenant that I will make with 

the house of Israel after those days, declares 

the LORD: I will put my law within them, and 

I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people.  And no 

longer shall each one teach his neighbor and 

each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ 

for they shall all know me, from the least of 

them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For 

I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 

their sin no more.” 

The shedding of Jesus’ blood accomplished those 

goals. He offered himself as the one true sacrifice to 

pay for all our sins. That sacrifice purifies us so that he 

can send the Holy Spirit into us to give us new life. So, 

in addition to having God’s commands on the outside, 

we have the Holy Spirit convicting us and transforming 

us from the inside. 

The sacrificial humility of Jesus compels us to resist sin 

and pursue holiness, and he wants us as his followers 
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to keep reminding ourselves of it. He tells us to eat the 

bread and drink the cup. Remember the price he paid. 

The Son of God willingly gave up his life and 

experienced horrendous suffering for us. 
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CONCLUSION 

Luke shows us that Jesus is worthy of our complete 

loyalty. His divine sovereignty reminds us that he 

controls the details of our lives. His loving humanity 

reveals that he understands our struggles, cares for us, 

and intercedes for us.  His messianic certainty assures 

us that he will bring us safely through this long journey 

to live forever in his kingdom. Finally, his sacrificial 

humility shows us the inestimable value of our 

salvation. How could we give in to temptation and 

betray him? 

Perhaps you’ve come to see Jesus in an entirely new 

light today. If you’ve never done so, there is no better 

time to start believing in him. Confess your sins and 

receive this salvation that he purchased for us. If you’re 

not ready to take that step, then I encourage you to 

learn more about who Jesus is and what he has done. 

The first chapter of the New Testament letter to the 

Colossians would be a great place to read. There the 

Apostle Paul highlights these characteristics of Jesus 

and others.  
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For those who are already believers, how are you doing 

in the fight against temptation? Is there a sin you need 

to confess this morning? Don’t be stubborn or hard-

hearted. Thinking about these characteristics should 

lead us all to humble ourselves before Jesus. Confess 

that sin to him, trusting in the sufficiency of his saving 

grace. But don’t stop there. Prepare to overcome that 

temptation the next time it comes your way. Think 

about how you could remind yourself of these 

characteristics that we’ve talked about. It might help to 

commit to memory some of the verses that we’ve read 

today. If you have a hard time remembering, then write 

them down and carry them with you or post them 

somewhere that you will see.  

Thinking about these characteristics should fan the 

flame of our love for Jesus. He is not worthy of your 

loyalty alone. He is worthy of everyone’s loyalty. Would 

you look for an opportunity to tell someone about him? 

May the character of Christ transform us! 
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QUESTIONS FOR  

FURTHER REFLECTION 

When you think about Jesus, what characteristic 

comes to mind first? Why? 

 

 

 

Which characteristic of Jesus do you think about least?  

How might this hinder your spiritual growth? 

 

 

 

How could you use this passage to help someone 

understand the gospel? 
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CHAPTER 3 | LUKE 22:21-30 
RESPONDING TO BETRAYAL 

Your first encounter with a maze was probably in 

childhood. It turns a simple piece of paper into an 

entertaining puzzle to pass the time. But it’s an entirely 

different experience to walk through a physical maze. 

When you cannot look down from above, you become 

disoriented. You can find yourself running into one 

dead end after another. You can wander in circles 

without ever making any progress. It is supposed to be 

a fun experience, but it can spark feelings of anxiety, 

anger, and even despair. 
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Life often feels like a maze. We set goals and try to 

make progress, but we run into dead ends or find 

ourselves going in circles. Trying circumstances leave 

us feeling disoriented, particularly when someone we 

trust betrays us. Some people think that faith in God is 

irrelevant to everyday life. They insist on finding their 

own way. But God alone sees the big picture of our 

winding path, and through Jesus Christ he gives us the 

guidance and peace that we need.  

Luke gives us a glimpse of this disorientation and 

Christ’s reassuring guidance at the Last Supper as 

Jesus informs the apostles that one of them will betray 

him. Thus far in our study of Luke 22, we have seen 

the truths that betrayal violates and the characteristics 

of Jesus that make him worthy of loyalty. As we 

examine verses 21-30, we will see that Luke presents 

a progression of four responses to betrayal. The first 

two are the normal but sinful human responses that we 

see in the apostles. Though the actions of Judas would 

be a betrayal of Jesus, he was also betraying the trust 

of the other apostles. So, the final two responses are 
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the ways that Jesus intervenes to guide them through 

the situation. 

We have all had someone who betrayed our trust in 

some way. So, I think that you will be able to identify 

with the apostles in their impulsive responses. But in 

addition to being sinful, those ways of thinking are dead 

ends. Some people get stuck in those feelings and 

never move on. We need to allow Jesus to intervene 

and put us on the right path. 
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RESPONSE 1 
SUSPICION 

In a murder mystery, everyone is a suspect. Detectives 

cannot assume that anyone is innocent. They must 

question their whereabouts and probe their motives. 

They must seek out clues and explore every possibility 

to uncover the hidden conspiracy behind the crime. In 

stories, we portray people with such abilities as heroes, 

but suspicion also has a dark side. It is a natural 

response to betrayal, but once it is unleashed in your 

life, it can keep you from ever having trusting 

relationships again. 
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All four Gospels tell us that Jesus announces his 

betrayal during the Last Supper. Matthew and Mark 

record that the apostles each assert their own 

innocence. John tells us that he asked Jesus to identify 

the person, but Luke’s description of the conversation 

suggests that a wave of suspicion swept across the 

room. In Luke 22:21-23, he tells us that Jesus says, 

21But behold, the hand of him who betrays 

me is with me on the table. 22For the Son of 

Man goes as it has been determined, but 

woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!" 
23And they began to question one another, 

which of them it could be who was going to 

do this. 

The term in verse 23 translated as “to question” often 

carries a negative connotation. In other contexts, 

translators use words like argue or dispute to capture 

the sense of it. So, the apostles are not just curious 

about the person’s identity. They are arguing and 

interrogating each other. They do not know whom to 

trust.  

They seem to think that they can intervene. If Jesus 

points out the individual to the group, they can restrain 
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him. But he did not do that. In verse 22 he told them, 

“The Son of Man goes as it has been determined.” This 

betrayal is part of God’s plan in bringing about his 

sacrificial death for our salvation. He does not tell the 

apostles about it for them to stop it. He is simply 

preparing them for it. It will test their faith, and they are 

already responding poorly.  

What is wrong with suspicion? With all that the Bible 

says about human sinfulness, you can easily make a 

case for maintaining a suspicious outlook. When 

someone betrays us, we don’t want to be hurt again. 

Being suspicious gives us a feeling of control and 

safety, but in our fear, we end up keeping our distance 

from people. As we began our study of this chapter, I 

pointed out that betrayal violates the commandment to 

love one another, but I think that suspicion does also. 

In 1 Corinthians 13:7, Paul describes love by saying, 

“Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things.” I don’t think that leaves any 

room for maintaining a suspicious outlook.  

Should we just relate to people naively then? No, Jesus 

was not naive. Early in his ministry, when many people 
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were quick to profess their belief in him, John 2:24-25 

tells us, “But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself 

to them, because he knew all people and needed no 

one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew 

what was in man.” Jesus knew that some would betray 

him. He knew what Judas would do. But he chose to 

trust God and to love people anyway, and we must do 

the same.  
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RESPONSE 2 
COMPETITION 

In most sporting events, there is only one winner. In the 

Olympics, three people are presented as winners—

gold, silver, and bronze. But many athletes are not 

content with silver or bronze. In fact, if we are honest, I 

suspect that many of us might say that the gold 

medalist accomplished the goal, and everyone else 

failed. We think in terms of black and white, all or 

nothing. Some of us approach everything we do in that 

mindset, even spirituality. 

The apostles often demonstrate this competitive spirit, 

and we see it in their second response to the news that 



RESPONDING TO BETRAYAL | LUKE 22:21-30 

 

|55| 

one of them will betray Jesus. Luke 22:24 tells us, “A 

dispute also arose among them, as to which of them 

was to be regarded as the greatest.” 

This is not the first time that they have had this 

discussion. Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record a 

previous conversation that took place in Capernaum 

(Matt 18:1-5; Mark 9:33-37; Luke 9:46-48). On that 

occasion, Jesus challenged them to embrace childlike 

humility. But that lesson does not come to their minds 

as they hear about this betrayal. They seem to seize 

this news as an opportunity to advance their own 

personal standing in the group. 

There have always been people who twist Christianity 

into a means of personal exaltation. In 3 John, John 

speaks of someone named Diotrephes who liked to put 

himself first and disregarded other leaders in the 

church (v. 9). In Philippians 1:17, Paul says that some 

were preaching the gospel during his imprisonment out 

of selfish ambition. But the disturbing part about the 

way the apostles respond during the Last Supper is 

that they seem to rejoice in the opportunity for 

advancement that this betrayal affords them. Perhaps 
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this sort of thing is what Paul has in mind in 1 

Corinthians 13:6, when he says that love does not 

rejoice in wrongdoing. 

Paul sets out to correct this mindset in Galatians 6. He 

begins in verse 1 by saying, “Brothers, if anyone is 

caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual 

should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch 

on yourself, lest you too be tempted.” Someone else’s 

sin can become your temptation. The most obvious 

way this happens is when you use that person’s sin as 

an excuse for your own.  But the other possibility is that 

you might use it to look down on that person and to tell 

yourself how much better you are.  

Paul exposes this competitive spirit directly in verses 

3-5 by saying, 

For if anyone thinks he is something, when 

he is nothing, he deceives himself. But let 

each one test his own work, and then his 

reason to boast will be in himself alone and 

not in his neighbor. For each will have to bear 

his own load. 
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Spiritual life is not a competition. God does not grade 

on a curve. We have no business comparing ourselves 

on a horizontal level with other people. The only 

comparison that we should make is vertical. We are 

each judged according to God’s perfect standard. So, 

the presence of spiritual condescension in our lives is 

a sign that we are missing the point. How do you 

respond when you learn of a fellow believer’s sin?  
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RESPONSE 3 
CORRECTION 

We have points in our lives, when we think that we 

have nothing more to learn. It might be a high school 

or college graduation, or some other milestone. We 

think that we have heard it all. What more could 

possibly be said? We never feel more certain of our 

own intellectual superiority than when someone else 

says or does something wrong. 

After three years of following Jesus, I suspect that the 

apostles felt this way. They heard him teach in villages 

throughout the land and witnessed his miracles. He 

had even sent them out two by two to engage in 
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ministry. But after seeing their responses to his 

announcement of betrayal, Jesus determines that they 

need correction. Luke 22:25-27, tells us, 

25And he said to them, “The kings of the 

Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and 

those in authority over them are called 

benefactors. 26But not so with you. Rather, let 

the greatest among you become as the 

youngest, and the leader as one who serves. 
27For who is the greater, one who reclines at 

table or one who serves? Is it not the one 

who reclines at table? But I am among you 

as the one who serves.” 

The last thing you want, when you’ve been betrayed is 

to receive correction. You want friends to tell you how 

wrong the offender is. But verse 22 tells us that rather 

than launching into some long diatribe, Jesus only 

pronounced woe upon the man. He focuses instead on 

the faithful ones. They are already starting to head in 

the wrong direction, so he intervenes to redirect them.  

His words here are similar to what he said previously 

when they argued about who was the greatest. He 

wants them to break away from the world’s pursuit of 

power. He calls them to focus on humble service. In 
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fact, he had already emphasized this point earlier in the 

evening. John 13:4-5 tells us that he, “rose from 

supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a 

towel, tied it around his waist. Then he poured water 

into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and 

to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around 

him.” 

His actions are filled with meaning. They illustrate the 

idea that the salvation he offers involves both an initial 

cleansing from sin, and an ongoing cleansing as we 

stumble into other sins. But that spiritual cleansing 

does not apply to everyone in the room. Verse 10 tells 

us, “Jesus said to him, ‘The one who has bathed does 

not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely 

clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.’” 

He then explains that he has set an example of humble 

service for them to follow. If he can stoop to that level, 

then no task is too lowly for them or for us. But often 

when we engage in such efforts, we do them for family 

and friends. We may not enjoy the work, but we 

appreciate the people we are serving, and they 

generally appreciate us. But don’t miss the fact that as 
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Jesus serves the group, he also serves the one who is 

about to betray him. He washes the dirt from the same 

smelly feet that walked over to meet the chief priests 

and cut a deal for thirty pieces of silver. 

Are you prepared to follow the example of Jesus? His 

teaching on humility, love, and service is not 

conditional. It does not apply exclusively to the people 

you like. You cannot ignore his call to serve when 

someone has betrayed your trust or hurt you. That 

lesson is hard to remember when painful things 

happen. That is why we need correction. You may have 

heard these lessons a hundred times, but in those 

difficult moments you need to hear it again. It may be 

hard to listen, but praise God for a friend who is willing 

to remind you. Welcome it and be bold enough to 

lovingly remind others. 
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RESPONSE 4 
AFFIRMATION 

We all like to think that we can recognize people who 

are dishonest and deceptive. They dress in black. They 

scowl a lot. They have shifty eyes and a maniacal 

laugh. At least that is how they’re portrayed in movies. 

We know they’re not that obvious, but we’re still 

confident that something they do will reveal their true 

character.  

As you read through the Four Gospels, Judas’s 

betrayal is often noted when he is named. His 

character is made obvious throughout the story. So, 

you might assume that he wore black, scowled a lot, 
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and had shifty eyes and a maniacal laugh. But after 

three years of traveling and doing ministry with Judas, 

the other apostles had no idea that he was the one. He 

blended in as part of the group. So, in spite of their 

show of suspicion and competition, the apostles were 

probably also each afraid of what might lurk in his own 

heart. If someone in their tight little group was capable 

of such disloyalty, could any of them remain faithful?  

None of them would admit this fear, but Jesus 

addresses it anyway. He responds with comforting 

words of affirmation. Luke 22:28-30 tells us that he 

says, 

28“You are those who have stayed with me in 

my trials, 29and I assign to you, as my Father 

assigned to me, a kingdom, 30that you may 

eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and 

sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of 

Israel.” 

Luke does not tell us when Judas left the room. The 

other Gospels place it earlier in the evening, while they 

were eating after the foot-washing but before Jesus 

introduces the practice of communion. John tells us 

that some of the men thought that he was going to buy 
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more food (13:29). Luke seems to rearrange the order 

to put these four responses that we have identified side 

by side. So, Judas probably left before Jesus says 

these words of affirmation. 

He gives the apostles a clear confirmation of their 

future. They will not fall into the same kind of betrayal. 

They will not turn away from the faith. They will arrive 

safely in the kingdom of Christ and will be given the 

unique responsibility of representing him in judging the 

twelve tribes of Israel. Matthew 19:28 tells us that 

Jesus spoke of this earlier, but he qualified it by saying 

that it applied to “you who have followed me.” Perhaps 

Judas was present at that moment, but he does not 

include the qualification here as he is with the eleven 

in the upper room. He simply affirms their part in his 

kingdom. 

This affirmation specifically applies to those apostles, 

but Jesus offers other encouraging words that apply to 

us. John 10:27-28, for instance, tells us that he said, 

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 

follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never 

perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.” 
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Paul writes equally strong words of affirmation to 

Christian believers. In Romans 8:38-39, he says, “For 

I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 

rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

When someone we know betrays the faith, we’re 

tempted to fear. There are certainly times to examine 

ourselves and to consider whether our faith is true, but 

we are not supposed to live in endless dread. Trust in 

the power of Christ to save. Fix your hope on the 

promise of eternal life in his kingdom. 
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CONCLUSION 

Betrayal hits us hard. We are tempted to respond like 

the apostles did—with a mindset of constant suspicion 

or self-exalting competition. So, we need correction to 

focus on humble Christ-like service. We also need 

affirmation to trust that Jesus holds us safely in his 

hands.  

Perhaps you’ve been betrayed in some way by 

someone who claimed to be a Christian, and you’ve 

decided that you don’t want anything to do with 

Christianity. I hope you see that you are not alone in 

your experience. Jesus himself experienced betrayal 

and so did the apostles. You need to evaluate Jesus 

on his own terms. Is today the time for you to begin 

following him? If you’re still trying to sort out what 

Christianity is supposed to look like, I would encourage 

you to read the fourth chapter of the New Testament 

letter to the Ephesians. Paul gives us a compelling 

picture of genuine faith. 

Believers, how are we doing at serving? Do we reflect 

the humility of Christ? Would you wash the feet of your 

own betrayer? Would you identify some specific ways 
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that you need to grow in following his example? 

Remember, it’s not just about deeds, but attitude. Put 

on the character of Christ.  

Perhaps your Christian life has been marked by fear of 

falling away. You may have sat under teaching that 

hammered that idea into you. Salvation is not about 

what you do, but about what Christ has done. We can 

rest in the assurance of his promise. Trust him. 

May God strengthen our faith in Christ! 
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QUESTIONS FOR  

FURTHER REFLECTION 

What are some ways that you have responded to 

personal betrayal? 

 

 

How does the teaching of Jesus in this passage 

change your perspective on those situations? 

 

 

What changes do you need to make to obey what 

Jesus teaches in this passage? 
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CHAPTER 4 | LUKE 22:31-38 
BRACING FOR BETRAYAL 

When you set out on a long trip, you must decide what 

to pack. You consult a weather forecast, but you know 

that it could change. You consider what activities you 

will be doing, but that could change too. If you need 

something and don’t have it, you will regret it. But if you 

cram in too much, your luggage gets unwieldy and you 

have a hard time finding what you need. 

As soon as our feet hit the floor each day, we set out 

on another leg of our spiritual journey, but you never 

know what trials or temptations you will encounter. 

Over our lifetime we build up a store of knowledge 
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about God and his Word. But we only seem to be able 

to keep a few of those truths in the forefront of our 

minds as we go throughout the day. To overcome, it 

would help us to focus on the specific thoughts that will 

help us stand strong and resist. 

Jesus gives this kind of specific guidance to Peter and 

the other apostles in Luke 22:31-28. As the Last 

Supper concludes, Jesus knows what is coming. He 

has told them that someone in the group is going to 

betray him. Of course, they will all be affected by that 

person’s actions, and we examined their initial 

responses to the news in verses 21-30. But before they 

leave the Upper Room to head to the garden of 

Gethsemane, Jesus communicates five thoughts to 

help them brace for this betrayal. 

Throughout this series, I’ve argued that every sin is in 

some sense a betrayal. So, these thoughts can help us 

brace for betrayal and keep us from committing it. Two 

of them are negative. They keep us sober and alert by 

reminding us that we face an intense spiritual battle. 

But three of them are positive. They give us a sense of 

confidence, that by God’s strength we can overcome.  
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THOUGHT 1 
THE DEMANDS OF SATAN 

Over the last thousand years, it has become common 

in artwork for Satan to be portrayed with a pitchfork as 

a weapon to torment people. The Bible never mentions 

anything like that, so some speculate that this imagery 

was carried over from Greek mythology. Hades, the 

god of the underworld, is often pictured holding a two-

pronged scepter. But we may find a better explanation 

in Luke 22:31. Jesus speaks to Simon Peter at the Last 

Supper and says, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan 

demanded to have you, that he might sift you like 

wheat.” 
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Wheat harvesting was a time-consuming process in 

the ancient world. The stalks were cut from the fields 

by hand and carried to some windy spot, often on a 

hilltop. To knock the grains loose, the stalks were 

threshed, beaten by hand or trampled by an ox. But the 

grain still needed to be separated from all the bits and 

pieces of chaff, so workers would start a fire. They 

would use a pitchfork to toss the whole mix up into the 

air. In this winnowing process the heavy grain would 

drop straight down, but the breeze would carry the 

chaff into the fire. Finally, the grain would be sifted by 

hand. 

According to Jesus, Satan unwittingly plays a part in 

the spiritual sifting of believers as he makes demands 

and accusations. The opening chapters of the book of 

Job tell us that he seeks permission from God to afflict 

believers with various trials. In Job’s case, these 

included losing his oxen and camels to thieves, his 

sheep to a terrible storm, and his sons and daughters 

in the collapse of a house. He was also afflicted with a 

sickness that caused sores all over his body. 
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 Satan’s goal is for believers to disobey God and 

abandon their faith. From the perspective of this wheat 

analogy, he does not want to preserve any grain. He 

wants everything to be burned up. Thankfully, God 

limits Satan’s evil efforts and even uses them to 

accomplish his good purpose.  

Trials end up burning away the chaff in our lives, so 

that our faith is purified. So, James 1:2-4 says, 

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet 

trials of various kinds, for you know that the 

testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 

And let steadfastness have its full effect, that 

you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 

nothing. 

As encouraging as their outcome is, trials are still 

grueling and should not be taken lightly. That is why 

Jesus gives Peter this warning, and it does not apply 

to Peter alone. When Jesus says, “Satan demanded to 

have you,” he uses the second person plural pronoun. 

In other words, Satan was going to attack all the 

apostles that night, and he continues attacking 

believers today. Peter later alerts all Christians to his 

relentless efforts in 1 Peter 5:8, by saying, “Be sober-



|THE BETRAYAL OF JESUS| 

 

|74| 

minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 

around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” 

We tend to think that if we just do everything right, we’ll 

be spared from any suffering. But that idea is false. We 

must remember that we have an enemy who wants to 

afflict us, so that we will give up our faith in God. He 

targets those who are faithful, not the ones whose 

hearts are divided. So, stay on the alert. Don’t be 

surprised when hard times come, and don’t assume 

that those difficulties are some kind of punishment from 

God.  
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THOUGHT 2 
THE INTERCESSION OF JESUS 

Do you ever wonder whether God hears your prayers? 

Sometimes we feel that we need to do something to 

get his attention. We might try to go to a certain place 

or use special words. We might assume that repetition, 

stronger emotions, or having other people pray will 

sway him. Once some trial or temptation hits, we might 

even question whether it’s too late. But God always 

hears, and he knows our needs before we ask. 

Furthermore, when you believe in Jesus, you can be 

confident that he is personally interceding for you.  
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Jesus braces Peter with this thought. Luke 22:32 tells 

us that right after speaking of Satan’s demands, he 

says, “but I have prayed for you that your faith may not 

fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your 

brothers.” 

In verse 31, Jesus used the second person plural 

pronoun, but here he uses the singular. In other words, 

he has prayed specifically for Peter as an individual 

about this specific Satanic attack. Some have taken 

this to mean that Jesus was not praying for the other 

apostles, but he never states that. Other New 

Testament passages make it clear that Jesus prays 

this way for all his followers.  

John 17 records a prayer that Jesus prayed on that 

same night. Verse 15 tells us that he prays for the 

apostles by saying, “I do not ask that you take them out 

of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one.” 

He doesn’t ask for them to be free from all temptations. 

Temptation is part of life in a fallen world. His request 

is that they would not fully succumb to Satan, that their 

faith would not fail.  
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In that same prayer, he also looks ahead to the future 

and prays for all of us who have come to believe. John 

17:20-21 tells us that he said, 

I do not ask for these only, but also for those 

who will believe in me through their word, 

that they may all be one, just as you, Father, 

are in me, and I in you, that they also may be 

in us, so that the world may believe that you 

have sent me. 

Jesus continues to pray for us. After his death and 

resurrection, he ascended into heaven to sit at the right 

hand of the throne of God. Satan continues to accuse 

believers and demand permission to afflict us. One day 

Jesus will sentence him to the lake of fire (Rev 20:10), 

but until then he intercedes for us as our Advocate. In 

Romans 8:34, Paul says, “Who is to condemn? Christ 

Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 

raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 

interceding for us.” 

So, we should be alert and ready for Satan’s attacks, 

but we can also be confident that Jesus is interceding 

for us personally. The author of Hebrews pictures him 

as the perfect high priest who makes it possible for us 
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to draw near to God. In Hebrews 7:25 he says, 

“Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost 

those who draw near to God through him, since he 

always lives to make intercession for them.” 

No matter how hard the struggle may be, never forget 

that Jesus is interceding for you!  
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THOUGHT 3 
THE WEAKNESS OF BELIEVERS 

When little children play, they imagine that they can do 

anything. In their minds they can be faster than a 

speeding bullet and more powerful than a locomotive. 

They think that they can leap tall buildings in a single 

bound, but it doesn’t take long for reality to set in. They 

quickly learn that their strength is limited and that a little 

stumble can result in a lot of pain.  

We are much slower, however, to realize our limits in 

the spiritual realm. Some of us think that obedience is 

merely a matter of determination. We might give a 

more accurate theological explanation, but we still take 
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pride in our efforts and look down at those who fall 

short. This childish outlook only makes us more 

susceptible to temptation. We need to understand our 

spiritual weakness. 

Simon Peter needed to learn this lesson before Judas’s 

betrayal transpired. The Gospels show him to be the 

most confident and outspoken apostle. So, it’s no 

surprise when he proclaims his devotion to Jesus, but 

Jesus reveals how weak he will be in that moment. 

Luke 22:33-34 tells us, 

33Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go 

with you both to prison and to death.” 34Jesus 

said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not 

crow this day, until you deny three times that 

you know me.” 

Peter does not accept Jesus’ prediction. He is too 

arrogant for his own good. He is convinced that his will 

is strong enough to resist. Matthew and Mark tell us 

that when the apostles arrive at the garden of 

Gethsemane, Peter asserts his devotion again (Matt 

26:33; Mark 14:29). So, Jesus repeats the prediction. 

Peter needs to see how dependent he must be upon 

the grace and mercy of God. 
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The Apostle Paul communicates a clear understanding 

of this dependence in his letters, when he speaks of 

our struggle with the flesh. When we are saved, we are 

freed from sin’s penalty. We are no longer under God’s 

condemnation. We are also free from sin’s power. We 

gain the ability to obey, but sin is still present in us. We 

have ungodly desires, habits, and ways of thinking that 

we must battle. 

In Romans 7:21-24, Paul expresses his own frustration 

with this ongoing struggle. He says, 

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do 

right, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in 

the law of God, in my inner being, but I see 

in my members another law waging war 

against the law of my mind and making me 

captive to the law of sin that dwells in my 

members. Wretched man that I am! Who will 

deliver me from this body of death? 

We need a sense of desperation about our faith. We 

must see that only God can help us overcome. In 

Ephesians 6:10-11, Paul expresses this dependence 

by saying, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the 

strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, 
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that you may be able to stand against the schemes of 

the devil.” He then proceeds to describe this armor in 

terms that point us back to the saving work of Christ. 

The only way that I will stay faithful to him is to 

remember how desperately I need him. 

Are you fully aware of your spiritual weakness? We are 

never so spiritual, that we are beyond the reach of any 

temptation. We must rely upon the Lord’s strength. 
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THOUGHT 4 
THE BLESSING OF REPENTANCE 

For centuries people have worked at refining metals 

and turning them into useful tools, but it’s not an easy 

process. Intense heat is required to remove impurities 

and to make the metal malleable. It must then be 

hammered and ground into shape. Then more heat is 

required to temper it and make it strong. 

God accomplishes a similar process in the lives of 

believers as we walk through trials and temptations. 

The intense heat of those circumstances brings our 

weaknesses to the surface and makes us malleable. In 

those moments, God’s truth hits us like hammer blows. 
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Even when we succumb to sin, he restores us through 

repentance and makes us stronger, so that we can be 

more useful to him. 

Jesus highlights this blessing of repentance for Peter 

before he tells him of his denial. I skipped over it as we 

examined Luke 22:32, because his words carry greater 

weight after you read his prediction of Peter’s denials 

in verse 34. Jesus says, “but I have prayed for you that 

your faith may not fail. And when you have turned 

again, strengthen your brothers." 

Where most modern translations use the word turned, 

the King James Version has the word converted. In 

some contexts, the word refers to a person’s initial 

turning away from sin to trust in Christ. In fact, Acts 

3:19 tells us that Peter himself used the word that way 

as he proclaimed the gospel to Jews who had rejected 

Jesus. But Peter already believes in Jesus, so the 

turning Jesus refers to here in Luke 22 is Peter’s 

repentance over his denials. 

Prior to this conversation, Peter might have assumed 

that there was no coming back from such a disloyal act. 
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Luke 12:9 tells us that earlier in his ministry Jesus said, 

“But the one who denies me before men will be denied 

before the angels of God.” But that denial is a 

persistent one. As Jesus predicts Peter’s denial, he 

knows that it will not be persistent. As soon as the 

rooster crows, Peter’s turning begins. 

Peter might have also assumed that denying Jesus 

would prevent him from ever being useful in God’s 

service again. Jesus counters that idea here by 

instructing him to strengthen his brothers. John 21 tells 

us that after his resurrection, Jesus recommissions 

Peter to feed his sheep. God then uses him to preach 

the gospel on the Day of Pentecost when three 

thousand people come to repentance and are 

baptized. He continues to preach and later writes the 

two New Testament letters that bear his name. 

So, we need to understand that God uses repentance 

to refine us and make us more useful. In our weakness, 

there will be times when we fail, but God does not cast 

us aside. We can repent of our sins and learn from our 

failures. We can then warn others of the danger and 

encourage them to resist. 
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King David recognized this truth after he committed 

adultery with Bathsheba and orchestrated her 

husband’s death on the battlefield. Psalm 51:12-13 

tells us that he said, “Restore to me the joy of your 

salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. Then I will 

teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return 

to you.” 

When you fall into sin, don’t forget the blessing of 

repentance! 
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THOUGHT 5 
THE BALANCE OF FAITH 

Tightrope walkers are rare. Some of us have a hard 

time walking a perfectly straight line on the ground. We 

would never consider stepping out on a rope 

suspended high above a crowd, and the people who 

do don’t just walk across. They jump, they dance, they 

carry things across and even do it blind-folded. They 

practice long and hard to develop a finely tuned sense 

of physical balance. 

Walking by faith in Christ requires spiritual and 

theological balance. We must learn to hold ideas that 
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seem to contradict. For instance, we believe that Jesus 

is fully God, but also fully human. If we lean too far to 

either side, then the biblical gospel of Christ dying for 

our sins no longer makes any sense. 

We also believe in divine sovereignty and human 

responsibility. The Bible teaches us to trust God and 

believe that he controls all things under his good and 

perfect sovereign plan. But it also teaches us that we 

make real choices with consequences, and that God 

holds us accountable for the choices we make. If we 

lean too far to one side we become fatalistic, thinking 

that nothing we do matters. But if we lean too far the 

other way, we become deistic, assuming that God 

doesn’t interact with our world. 

Before Jesus and the apostles leave the upper room, 

he challenges them about this kind of balance. Luke 

22:35-38 tells us, 

35And he said to them, “When I sent you out 

with no moneybag or knapsack or sandals, 

did you lack anything?” They said, “Nothing.” 
36He said to them, “But now let the one who 

has a moneybag take it, and likewise a 

knapsack. And let the one who has no sword 
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sell his cloak and buy one. 37For I tell you that 

this Scripture must be fulfilled in me: ‘And he 

was numbered with the transgressors.’ For 

what is written about me has its fulfillment.” 
38And they said, “Look, Lord, here are two 

swords.” And he said to them, “It is enough.” 

Earlier in his ministry, Jesus focused on training the 

apostles to trust God. They went out without any 

resources and relied entirely upon God’s provision.  

Wherever they went, people generously provided room 

and board for them. God also sustained them in more 

direct ways like keeping their sandals from wearing out. 

But times were changing. Many people would become 

hostile toward them. So, Jesus tells them in verse 36 

that they will need to take responsibility to provide for 

themselves and to protect themselves. But even as he 

speaks of this responsibility, he sets it in the context of 

God’s sovereign plan. In verse 37, he quotes from 

Isaiah 53:12 and says that this prophecy is being 

fulfilled in him. 

The meaning of verse 38 is debated. When the 

apostles mention the two swords, some say that Jesus 

says, “It is enough,” to affirm them. Others say that he 
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was speaking metaphorically about swords, so that this 

response is a rebuke—“Enough of that.” Later when 

Peter uses the sword in the garden and cuts off a man’s 

ear, Jesus rebukes him for it. Matthew 26:52-54 tells 

us, 

Then Jesus said to him, "Put your sword 

back into its place. For all who take the sword 

will perish by the sword. [Responsibility!] Do 

you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, 

and he will at once send me more than 

twelve legions of angels? But how then 

should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must 

be so?" [Sovereignty!] 

In Luke’s account of the conversation in the Upper 

Room, I do not see any hint that Jesus was speaking 

metaphorically. If he didn’t mean physical swords, I 

assume that he would have said something more to 

correct the apostles. But Peter’s actions later in the 

garden show that he lost the proper sense of balance. 

In that moment, he was not trusting God. 

There is no easy answer! We must go through life 

trusting God, but we must also prepare for what might 
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come our way. We must always seek that balance in 

every situation. 
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CONCLUSION 

You never know when you might encounter betrayal 

and be tempted to respond in a sinful way. You never 

know when you might be tempted by some sin that 

would be betray your relationship with the Lord or with 

someone else. But we can brace ourselves by keeping 

these five thoughts in mind: the demands of Satan, the 

intercession of Jesus, the weakness of believers, the 

blessing of repentance, and the balance of faith. 

Together these ideas present a way of looking at the 

world, that might be entirely foreign to you. We live our 

lives within a spiritual battle. Which side are you on?  

Paul speaks about it clearly in Ephesians 6:10-20. You 

might want to give that passage further consideration. 

But if you are just going through life with no thought of 

God, then you are living exactly the way that Satan 

wants. As we’ve seen, God sent His Son to rescue us 

and to purchase our forgiveness through his death. 

Would you make the decision to repent and believe, 

aligning yourself with him?  

If you’re a believer, some of these thoughts are 

probably familiar, while others are less so. Do you need 
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to spend some time focusing on one of them? Learn 

more from the Scripture. Think through how it should 

apply to your life and shape your decisions.  

Have you fallen into some sin? Do you feel that there’s 

no way to come back? Like Peter we can turn back. We 

can repent and learn and strengthen others. Is there 

someone you need to encourage today?  

May God prepare us for the journey ahead! 
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QUESTIONS FOR  

FURTHER REFLECTION 

Which of these thoughts are most familiar to you? How 

has it shaped your spiritual life? 

 

 

 

Which of these thoughts are the biggest challenge for 

you? Why? 

 

 

 

What steps could you take to strengthen your grasp on 

these ideas? 
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CHAPTER 5 | LUKE 22:39-46 
PRAYING BEFORE THE STORM 

For many of us, following the weather has become an 

obsession. With smartphones and the Internet, we 

have immediate access to information from multiple 

sources. We can even view live radar maps to track 

storm systems as they move across the country. So, 

weather forecasting has become big business, and 

meteorologists compete for our attention with dramatic 

headlines like “Snowpocalypse!” or “Snowmageddon!” 

Reality often falls far short of these hyped up 

predictions, but that does not stop us from panicking. 

We rush to the store and stock up as if we will be stuck 
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in our homes for a month. We cancel events and 

appointments and hunker down in fear. It makes me 

wonder how we would respond, if we knew for certain 

that we were facing something truly horrible. 

Jesus knew the full extent of suffering that awaited him 

as the time drew near for his crucifixion. He informed 

the apostles on multiple occasions. So, in the final 

moments before the ordeal began, Luke 22:39-46 tells 

us that he took the time to pray. His interaction with 

God the Father gives us profound insights about his 

deity, his humanity, and the true cost of our salvation. 

But it also sets an example for us to follow as we face 

trying times. We can draw four guidelines about prayer 

from how Jesus prays. 

Praying is one of those areas in the Christian life where 

many of us feel a sense of failure. But the point of this 

passage is not to shame us or weigh us down with guilt. 

As we walk through these verses, let them prompt you 

to give thanks for our Savior who lived a perfectly 

righteous life that is imputed to us by faith. Then take 

his example as an encouragement of what we can 

strive to be by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
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GUIDELINE 1 
HABITUAL PRACTICE 

Life in the military is all about repetition. Recruits run 

the same drills over and over so that they become 

automatic. They learn to complete their task regardless 

of how they feel. This training is essential because it 

prepares them to function under the extreme chaos 

and stress of a battlefield. 

Earlier in our study of Luke 22, we learned that our 

world is a spiritual battlefield. We have an enemy who 

attacks our faith in God and tempts us to sin. As 

relentless as he is, God limits his efforts so that some 

days are easier for us than others. We need to take 
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advantage of those times to prepare. We must learn to 

pray as a habitual practice. If we don’t, we may not 

even think to look to God when we are confronted with 

trials or temptations. We will develop the bad habit of 

trying to handle life in our own strength. 

Luke 22:39 takes us to the night before the Crucifixion. 

Jesus has celebrated the Passover and introduced the 

celebration of communion with the Apostles in the 

upper room of a home in Jerusalem. He has 

announced that someone will betray him and that Peter 

will deny him. Judas has left them to go find the men 

who will come and arrest him. So, Luke speaks of 

Jesus and tells us, “And he came out and went, as was 

his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples 

followed him.” 

Apparently, Jesus stayed on the Mount of Olives each 

night during this week of ministry in Jerusalem. This 

was the place where Jesus first viewed the city on the 

previous Sunday as he rode in on a donkey and wept. 

It was also where he shared his Olivet Discourse about 

End Times events. In fact Luke 21:37 concludes that 

discourse by saying, “And every day he was teaching 
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in the temple, but at night he went out and lodged on 

the mount called Olivet.” This pattern explains how 

Judas knew where to find him. 

But I cannot help but wonder if Luke means something 

more in our passage when he uses the word custom. 

Why did Jesus go out to the olive groves on this 

mountain side? It fits with a pattern that Luke notes 

throughout his ministry.  

▪ When Jesus comes to be baptized by John the 

Baptist, Luke 3:21 says, “Now when all the 

people were baptized, and when Jesus also had 

been baptized and was praying, the heavens 

were opened” 

▪ As he was thronged with crowds during his 

ministry, Luke 5:16 tells us, “But he would 

withdraw to desolate places and pray.” 

▪ Before he selected the twelve to serve as 

apostles, Luke 6:12 says, “In these days he 

went out to the mountain to pray, and all night 

he continued in prayer to God.” 
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▪ Luke also introduces the story of his 

transfiguration in 9:28 by saying, “Now about 

eight days after these sayings he took with him 

Peter and John and James and went up on the 

mountain to pray.”  

In a sense, Jesus did not need to pray.  He is the mighty 

Son of God who created all things (Col 1:16). 

Nevertheless, as he took on humanity, he chose to live 

a life of absolute dependence upon God the Father.  He 

habitually set aside quiet time alone to pray. So, what 

does he do as the suffering of the cross looms before 

him? He does what he always does. He finds a quiet 

place to pray. 

If Jesus thought it important to develop a habit of 

prayer, how much more important is it for us? You 

might need to get up a little early, stay up a little late, 

or set aside part of your lunch hour. You undoubtedly 

need to shut off and put aside your various electronic 

devices. It’s not easy in our busy lives, but the habitual 

practice of prayer is necessary to prepare us to 

respond well when trying times come in our spiritual 

battle.  



PRAYING BEFORE THE STORM | LUKE 22:39-46 

 

|101| 

GUIDELINE 2 
SPIRITUAL FOCUS 

We each have our own idea of what would make for 

the perfect life situation. We would like to be healthy, 

wealthy, safe, and secure. We want the right weather 

in the right place with the right people. We assume that 

if all those circumstances fall into place, it will be easier 

to be the kind of people that God wants us to be. So, 

we tend to pray along those lines, but when we do so, 

we misunderstand the nature of our battle. 

You can still face spiritual temptation in the perfect 

physical situation. Isn’t that what happened to Adam 

and Eve in the Garden of Eden? They lived in a perfect 
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world without any sickness or suffering. They were 

secure with an abundance of food in their paradise. 

They even had a direct relationship with God, but 

Satan still tempted them. They had everything, but they 

became dissatisfied, doubting God’s goodness and 

disobeying his command. We must see that our 

deepest needs are not physical, but spiritual. 

As the disciples follow Jesus out to the Mount of Olives, 

their bellies are filled with matzah bread, wine, and 

roasted lamb. Jesus said some disturbing things at 

dinner about betrayal and going away, but it’s not clear 

whether that really quenched their atmosphere of 

celebration. So, as they make their way up the dark 

hillside on that mild spring night, they are drowsy and 

ready to sleep. But Luke 22:40 tells us, “And when he 

came to the place, he said to them, ‘Pray that you may 

not enter into temptation.’” 

Jesus pictures temptation as if it’s a cave. If you walk 

along carelessly, you will wander right into it. So, in one 

sense, this prayer is answered as you pray it. Praying 

about temptation helps you stay alert so that you can 
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avoid it. In Proverbs 4:23-27, King Solomon advises his 

son to maintain this spiritual awareness by saying, 

Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it 

flow the springs of life. Put away from you 

crooked speech, and put devious talk far 

from you. Let your eyes look directly forward, 

and your gaze be straight before you. Ponder 

the path of your feet; then all your ways will 

be sure. Do not swerve to the right or to the 

left; turn your foot away from evil. 

As important as it is to be alert, we should also pray 

about temptation because God can intervene to lead 

us in other directions. Matthew 6:13 tells us that Jesus 

spoke this way earlier in his ministry. He taught the 

disciples to pray, “And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.” God never tempts us (James 

1:13). Satan is the source of temptation. But the Old 

Testament story of Job makes it clear that he cannot 

tempt us without God’s permission. In some 

mysterious way, our prayers play a role in how God 

carries out his sovereign plan for our lives. 

When you do find yourself being tempted, you can still 

persevere in obedience. The 16th century Reformer, 
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Martin Luther, once said, “You cannot keep birds from 

flying over your head, but you can keep them from 

building a nest in your hair.” More importantly, we can 

remember Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 10:13, where 

he says, “No temptation has overtaken you that is not 

common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you 

be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation 

he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be 

able to endure it.” 

So, don’t just pray for physical things. When you pray 

for yourself and others, remember to pray about our 

spiritual battle against temptation.  
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GUIDELINE 3 
HONEST SUBMISSION 

Good puppeteers can make wooden dolls seem 

amazingly life-like. They can act out a story and draw 

you in. They give the impression of emotion. You might 

even begin to think of the marionettes as people. But 

it’s all a show brought to life by the careful movements 

of the one pulling the strings. 

Some Christians seem to think that they should relate 

to God like a marionette in the hands of a puppeteer. 

In their mind, obedience means allowing him to pull all 

the strings. So, in their effort to conform to their image 

of spirituality, they act as if their personal struggles do 
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not exist. They try to put on a good show, but their 

responses to life’s circumstances seem wooden and 

fake. 

God did not create us to be puppets. He does not want 

our submission to be wooden. The exemplary men and 

women of faith described in the Bible were people who 

struggled and openly expressed those struggles to 

God in prayer. The most profound example of this 

honest submission is seen in Jesus himself. Luke 

22:41-42 tells us, 

41And he withdrew from them about a stone's 

throw, and knelt down and prayed, 42saying, 

“Father, if you are willing, remove this cup 

from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but 

yours, be done.” 

What is this cup about which Jesus speaks? In this 

context, he uses it to speak of the suffering that will 

culminate in the crucifixion. But when we look 

elsewhere in Scripture, we find that this image helps us 

understand the reason for his suffering. The Old 

Testament prophets use it to speak of God inflicting his 

wrath in judgment upon Israel, Judah, and other 

nations. For instance, Isaiah 51:17 says, “Wake 
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yourself, wake yourself, stand up, O Jerusalem, you 

who have drunk from the hand of the LORD the cup of 

his wrath, who have drunk to the dregs the bowl, the 

cup of staggering.” 

Jesus understands that his Father’s will is for him to 

drink the cup of wrath for the sins of the world. This 

plan was clearly laid out 800 years earlier in the 

prophecy recorded in Isaiah 53. Verses 4-6 say, 

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried 

our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, 

smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was 

pierced for our transgressions; he was 

crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 

chastisement that brought us peace, and 

with his wounds we are healed. All we like 

sheep have gone astray; we have turned—

every one—to his own way; and the LORD 

has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

Verse 10 is even more explicit. It says, 

Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; 

he has put him to grief; when his soul makes 

an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; 

he shall prolong his days; the will of the 

LORD shall prosper in his hand. 
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Jesus knows that there is no other way, but he 

expresses his honest sense of reluctance. He does not 

put on some fake wooden happiness. He is not robotic. 

He genuinely does not want to suffer under the wrath 

of God, but he expresses his willingness to do so. This 

was the reason he became human: to obey and to 

suffer. He submits to God. 

This same honest submission should guide our 

prayers. It doesn’t make sense to hide our true feelings 

from God. He knows our hearts and invites us to speak 

openly to him. We find this kind of praying in the Old 

Testament Psalms. They contain prayers with open 

expressions of joy, sorrow, anger, fear, shame, and 

complacency. But they always conclude with a 

commitment to trust God, to believe his Word, and to 

walk in obedience. 

Be honest with the Lord!  
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GUIDELINE 4 
EARNEST DEPENDENCE 

Prayer is often portrayed as a calming, peaceful 

experience—the Christian version of transcendental 

meditation. But I think we find a more accurate 

depiction in the experience of the patriarch Jacob 

recorded in Genesis 32. He had stolen his brother 

Esau’s birthright and blessing, so he feared what might 

happen as he returned to Canaan after many years 

away. As night fell, Jacob began wrestling some 

mysterious stranger until daybreak. The person tried to 

get away, but Jacob would not let go without receiving 

his blessing. So, Genesis 32:28 tells us, “Then he said, 



|THE BETRAYAL OF JESUS| 

 

|110| 

‘Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, 

for you have striven with God and with men, and have 

prevailed.’” 

Jacob’s physical wrestling match is unique in the Bible, 

but it captures the struggle of prayer. Depending upon 

God is often an intense internal battle that requires 

earnest effort. Luke 22:43-44 reveals that Jesus’ time 

of prayer was exhausting. It tells us, 

43And there appeared to him an angel from 

heaven, strengthening him. 44And being in 

agony he prayed more earnestly; and his 

sweat became like great drops of blood 

falling down to the ground. 

Some ancient New Testament manuscripts leave out 

verse 43. Some scribes may have felt that it 

undermined the deity of Christ. Why would the Son of 

God need to rely upon an angel for strength? But it 

shows us that in his humanity, the prospect of the cup 

of wrath was  overwhelming. As verse 44 says, he was 

in agony.  His prayer was such an intense battle that 

Luke tells us his sweat became like drops of blood. 

Luke may be using a figure of speech here, but there 

is also a rare medical condition in which extreme stress 
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can cause some of a person’s capillaries to burst so 

that blood leaks out through the sweat glands.  

We don’t find this same earnest dependence in the 

disciples. Their trial is not over. It is just about to begin, 

but they have already given up. They aren’t sweating 

from striving with God. Verses 45-46 tell us, 

45And when he rose from prayer, he came to 

the disciples and found them sleeping for 

sorrow, 46and he said to them, “Why are you 

sleeping? Rise and pray that you may not 

enter into temptation.” 

Prayer can lead us to a sense of peace, but that is not 

what we see in the disciples. In verse 45, Luke says 

that they were sleeping for sorrow. We don’t know how 

much they heard of Jesus’ prayers, but they probably 

heard all that is recorded here and in Matthew and 

Mark’s Gospels. Perhaps they concluded that since 

Jesus was having such an intense struggle, their 

circumstances were hopeless.  

Jesus wants them to wake up and keep praying, and 

we need that same encouragement. We must 

persevere in earnest dependence until the immediate 
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trial or temptation has passed. We must fight through 

to peace. In Philippians 4:6-7, Paul says, 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God. And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

I think most of us expect that peace to come upon us 

the moment we begin to pray. When it doesn’t, we give 

up like the disciples. We need to pray like David did 

when his son, Absalom, was trying to assassinate him. 

In Psalm 3:3-4 David says, “I cried aloud to the LORD, 

and he answered me from his holy hill. I lay down and 

slept; I woke again, for the LORD sustained me.” 

Don’t give up. Keep striving with God in earnest 

dependence upon him. 
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CONCLUSION 

We never know what storms are coming our way, but 

we know where to look for refuge. We can follow the 

example of Jesus in praying to our Father in heaven. 

Prayer should become our habitual practice. We must 

maintain a spiritual focus, coming to God in honest 

submission and earnest dependence.   

Perhaps you have never pursued a relationship with 

God. If so, I encourage you to begin to trust him.  

Believe in his goodness, power, and truth. Believe in 

his holiness and wrath over our sin. Believe in his love 

that prompted him to send his Son to drink the cup of 

wrath for us, so that we can be reconciled with him. If 

you want to learn more about entering into this kind of 

relationship with God, I would encourage you to read 

John 14, a chapter that records some of the things 

Jesus taught earlier in the same night that we read 

about today. 

If you are a believer, do you pray? Has it become a 

habit for you? We should not fall into merely reciting a 

list of requests, but we should develop a consistent 
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pattern of bringing our burdens and concerns to the 

Lord. Perhaps our study today has highlighted some 

ways that your prayers need to change. Let’s follow the 

example of Christ. May we grow in faith! 

QUESTIONS FOR  

FURTHER REFLECTION 

What part does prayer currently play in your life? 

 

 

How do you need to grow in your prayer life? 

 

 

What steps could you take this week to better follow 

the example that Jesus sets for us? 
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CHAPTER 6 | LUKE 22:47-53 
UNMASKING BETRAYAL 

In ancient Greek theater, actors wore masks to 

communicate emotion. There was no subtlety in their 

appearance. Tragic characters were portrayed with 

disturbingly mournful expressions, and comic figures 

had ridiculously broad smiles. Today, however, we 

expect actors to convey a broad range of emotions. We 

want them to be so realistic that we forget that they are 

acting. 

Most of us would never set foot on stage in a theatrical 

performance. Nevertheless, acting is part of human 

nature. From our earliest days, we learn to laugh or cry 
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to gain attention. As we grow, we find more and more 

complex ways to hide our true self and manage our 

relationships, but it can be a tiring charade. Those who 

cannot keep up with the game are considered socially 

awkward. Yet they are often the most genuine people 

you will meet. We get so caught up in fooling people 

that we lose touch with truth. 

Our study of Luke 22 has focused on the theme of 

betrayal. Judas Iscariot is notorious for the way he 

betrayed Jesus, but he is not alone. As we continue 

through the chapter, we will see that the actions of the 

Apostle Peter and the Jewish leaders are also 

betrayals. So, as Jesus is arrested in the Garden of 

Gethsemane, Luke 22:47-53 shows us that he 

confronts all three, exposing the ways that they each 

mask the treachery in their hearts. 

Understanding these deceptive behaviors helps us in 

two ways. First, it equips us to be discerning as we 

interact with people who might not be what they seem. 

But more importantly, it gives us the opportunity to 

examine our own hearts. God doesn’t want us to be 
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pretenders who put on a good show. He wants us to be 

sincere believers, transformed by his truth.  
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MASK 1 
AFFECTION 

When someone shows you affection, it lifts you up. 

Whether expressed physically or verbally, it plays an 

essential part in building a strong relationship. But it’s 

also possible for someone to show affection without 

substance. It’s like the hot air that causes a balloon to 

rise and float through the sky. It lifts you up, but it 

doesn’t last. As soon as it cools, you will come crashing 

down. 

We don’t know much about Judas Iscariot and his 

relationship with Jesus. The Gospels tell us how Jesus 

met and interacted with other disciples throughout his 
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ministry, but the first mention of Judas is when Jesus 

appoints him to be an apostle along with the other 

eleven men (Matt 10:4; Mark 3:19; Luke 6:16). After 

that moment, nothing more is said about him until a 

week before the crucifixion. When Mary anoints Jesus 

with expensive perfume, John 12 tells us that Judas 

complains about it. He says that the perfume should 

have been sold and the money given to the poor. In 

hindsight John tells us in verse 6, “He said this, not 

because he cared about the poor, but because he was 

a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to 

help himself to what was put into it.” 

Judas was the treasurer for the group. Jesus knew his 

true character, but the rest of the group trusted him, 

until his scheme was revealed in the garden of 

Gethsemane. Luke 22:47-48 describes that moment. It 

speaks of Jesus and tells us, 

47While he was still speaking, there came a 

crowd, and the man called Judas, one of the 

twelve, was leading them. He drew near to 

Jesus to kiss him, 48but Jesus said to him, 

"Judas, would you betray the Son of Man 

with a kiss?" 
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To identify Jesus for the soldiers that have come to 

arrest him, Judas uses a twisted display of affection. 

He could have just pointed him out. He could have 

grabbed him and participated in the arrest. But instead, 

he chooses to kiss him. Perhaps the apostles all 

greeted Jesus this way. Paul later tells Christians to 

greet one another with a holy kiss (e.g., Rom 16:16), 

but there is nothing holy about what Judas does. He is 

so accustomed to feigning devotion to Jesus that he 

does not hesitate to use an expression of love to carry 

out his betrayal. 

Jesus exposes his treacherous heart with a simple 

question: Would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss? 

He gives Judas one final opportunity to repent. He 

confronted him earlier in the upper room, but this 

moment is the point of no return. What went through 

Judas’s mind? How did he justify his actions to himself? 

What did he think that the Jewish leaders would do to 

Jesus? We will never know. 

Judas soon came to realize that he was complicit in the 

murder of Jesus. He was overwhelmed with guilt. 

Matthew 27:3-5 tells us, 
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Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that 

Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind 

and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to 

the chief priests and the elders, saying, “I 

have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” 

They said, “What is that to us? See to it 

yourself.” And throwing down the pieces of 

silver into the temple, he departed, and he 

went and hanged himself. 

As guilty as he felt, Judas never came to true 

repentance. He recognized that Jesus was innocent, 

but he never acknowledged him as the Son of God. He 

never truly believed him to be the promised Messiah or 

the Savior of the world. As much as his conscience 

tormented him, I suspect that it was seared from years 

of hypocrisy. So, he never understood the full 

magnitude of his sin. 

We all run the same risk when we use affection as a 

mask. In 1 Timothy 4:2, Paul speaks of the insincerity 

of liars whose consciences are seared. Every time you 

put on a show, your heart becomes more calloused. 

You make it harder for the truth to penetrate. That is 

why we must respond to conviction. We must strive to 

be real. In Romans 12:9-10, Paul tells believers, “Let 
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love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is 

good. Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo 

one another in showing honor.” 

 We also need to be on the lookout for those who might 

be using affection as a mask. In Romans 16:17-18, 

Paul says, 

I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for 

those who cause divisions and create 

obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you 

have been taught; avoid them. For such 

persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but 

their own appetites, and by smooth talk and 

flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. 

We all like to hear positive words of encouragement.  

But unscrupulous people use affectionate words of 

flattery to draw us in. They cultivate a false friendship 

to enlist us for their cause. We need to remember the 

words of Proverbs 27:6, which says, “Faithful are the 

wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an 

enemy.” 

Don’t follow the path of Judas. Don’t allow yourself to 

use affection as a mask, and stay alert for those who 

might use that tactic on you.  
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MASK 2 
AGGRESSION 

We like stories of brave swashbuckling heroes. They 

project a sense of strength and courage as they 

vanquish the enemy with some great weapon—a bow 

and arrow, a sword, a gun, or their bare fists. But that 

is all fantasy. True fights leave deep scars. In many 

cases, anger and aggression is nothing more than a 

way of trying to maintain control when we are afraid. 

Simon Peter had good reasons to be afraid on that dark 

night on the Mount of Olives. He wanted to be a leader. 

He was often the first apostle to speak up about 

something, but earlier in the evening Jesus had told 
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him that Satan wanted to sift him and the other apostles 

like wheat (Lu 22:31). He proclaimed his devotion to 

Jesus, but then Jesus said that before morning Peter 

would deny knowing him (v. 34). So, when they arrived 

at the garden, Jesus told him to pray. Temptation was 

coming, but he fell asleep. As Jesus awakens him, he 

is startled to find a crowd of people with torches 

beginning to surround them.  

Luke 22:49-51 tells us what happens next. It says, 

49And when those who were around him saw 

what would follow, they said, “Lord, shall we 

strike with the sword?” 50And one of them 

struck the servant of the high priest and cut 

off his right ear. 51But Jesus said, “No more 

of this!” And he touched his ear and healed 

him. 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke leave out the name of this 

aggressive disciple, but John tells us that it was Peter. 

The group had two swords they had picked up earlier, 

so someone asked whether they should strike. It was 

pointless, they were surrounded. John tells us that 

Roman soldiers had accompanied the temple guard 
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and other representatives from the chief priests (Jn 

18:3).  

As a fisherman, Peter was probably strong from pulling 

in heavy nets filled with fish. He was not trained in 

handling a sword, but adrenaline must have taken 

over. He doesn’t wait for Jesus to answer. This is his 

opportunity to show his devotion. So, he lashes out 

with his sword, but only manages to cut off a man’s ear. 

Luke tells us that Jesus intervenes before the troops 

can retaliate. His words are difficult to interpret. The 

King James Version translates it as, “Suffer ye thus 

far.” The New King James says, “Permit even this.” The 

idea behind these readings is that Jesus is either telling 

the disciples to allow the men to arrest him, or he is 

telling the soldiers to allow him to heal the man’s ear. 

But other translations simply say, “No more of this.” 

Matthew 26:52-54 tells us that Jesus speaks directly to 

the aggressive disciple. It says, 

Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword 

back into its place. For all who take the sword 

will perish by the sword. Do you think that I 

cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at 
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once send me more than twelve legions of 

angels? But how then should the Scriptures 

be fulfilled, that it must be so?” 

Jesus exposes three problems with Peter’s 

aggression. First, he makes the point that violent 

behavior leads to more violence. If you make a habit of 

attacking life’s problems with your sword or your fist, 

then you will inevitably run into someone else who 

does the same. Next, he argues that this aggression 

demonstrates a lack of faith in the power of God. 

Finally, in this instance, his aggression also stands in 

the way of God’s plan of salvation that Jesus has 

already explained to the disciples on several 

occasions. In other words, Peter was foolishly acting in 

his own feeble strength to seize control and carry out 

his own selfish plan. 

We need to learn from Peter’s failure. We have similar 

fears. We like to be in control of our circumstances. We 

may not use swords or other weapons, but we don’t 

hesitate to use angry looks, threatening words, 

perhaps even physical violence. James 1:19-20 

advises us, “Know this, my beloved brothers: let every 

person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 
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for the anger of man does not produce the 

righteousness of God.”  

We must resist the temptation to succumb to our angry 

impulses. We must learn to work through those 

feelings in a mature godly way, rather than simmering 

in them. In Ephesians 4:26-27, Paul says, “Be angry 

and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your 

anger, and give no opportunity to the devil.” 

We often excuse anger and aggression in leaders, 

even in the church. We say something like, “Oh, he’s 

just a type-A personality.” We may try to pass it off as 

righteous passion, but as we’ve seen with Peter, it 

masks the fear of not being in control. Some leaders 

hide behind that mask to manipulate people. So, Paul 

tells us that those who consistently behave that way 

should never be allowed in positions of church 

leadership. In Titus 1:7-8, he says, 

For an overseer, as God's steward, must be 

above reproach. He must not be arrogant or 

quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or 

greedy for gain, but hospitable, a lover of 

good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and 

disciplined. 
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We can’t allow ourselves to be fooled by the mask of 

aggression. Set it aside and avoid it when you see it in 

others. Thankfully, Peter learned from his failure and 

was later mightily used by God to lead the church.   
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MASK 3 
AUTHORITY 

Authority can be hard to define. It is often linked to a 

particular role or position of power. But on a practical 

level, a person with authority is often the one who shuts 

down the conversation. It’s the person who has the 

final word. From a biblical viewpoint, all authority is 

derived from God and thus carries an inherent sense 

of responsibility and accountability, but it’s tempting to 

forget that. People often use it as a mask to conceal 

their own selfish agenda. 

The Jewish leaders had clearly fallen into this sin 

during the time of Jesus. They were responsible to 
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know, teach, and practice God’s law. But they placed 

such a heavy emphasis on legalistic rules and 

traditions, that they obscured the heart issues of God’s 

commands. 

Matthew 23:2-4 tells us that earlier in the week Jesus 

exposed them by saying, 

The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses' 

seat, so do and observe whatever they tell 

you, but not the works they do. For they 

preach, but do not practice. They tie up 

heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them 

on people's shoulders, but they themselves 

are not willing to move them with their finger. 

Their abuse of authority and neglect of responsibility 

peaks as they come to arrest Jesus. They should have 

taken his convicting teaching and miraculous deeds to 

heart. They should have welcomed him as their 

promised Messiah, but they only became jealous. So, 

when they come to arrest him, Luke 22:52-53 tells us,  

52Then Jesus said to the chief priests and 

officers of the temple and elders, who had 

come out against him, “Have you come out 

as against a robber, with swords and clubs? 
53When I was with you day after day in the 
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temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this 

is your hour, and the power of darkness.” 

If they were using their authority properly, they would 

have arrested Jesus during the day. He was not violent. 

They should have presented a clear explanation of any 

ways he had violated the Law. The crowds might have 

questioned their actions, but they could have given a 

public response. Instead, they sneak up on him in the 

darkness of night. As we continue in the chapter, we 

will see that they spend the rest of the night fishing for 

ways to accuse him. They arrest him first and figure out 

the charges later. 

We should also keep in mind that this was the night of 

the Passover. These men should have been at home 

leading their families in the celebration. They should 

have been worshiping God and giving thanks for the 

way he rescued their ancestors from bondage under 

the oppressive reign of an Egyptian Pharaoh. But they 

were too busy scheming and carrying out their own 

oppressive plans. John 18:28 reveals that they had not 

yet bothered to observe the Passover. 
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The Jewish leaders were not the first to conceal selfish 

motives behind authority and they will not be the last. 

Matthew 23:8-10 records some powerful statements 

that Jesus made earlier in the week to correct this 

distorted approach to authority. He wanted his church 

to be different. He told his disciples, 

But you are not to be called rabbi, for you 

have one teacher, and you are all brothers. 

And call no man your father on earth, for you 

have one Father, who is in heaven. Neither 

be called instructors, for you have one 

instructor, the Christ. 

So, among Christ’s followers there should always be a 

clear sense that he is the authority. We have pastors 

and teachers, but all believers stand on equal footing. 

The Holy Spirit works in each of us to guide us in 

understanding biblical truth. So, no position of authority 

makes someone’s behavior or teaching beyond 

question. Paul communicates this perspective in very 

practical terms in 1 Timothy 5:19-20. He says, “Do not 

admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence 

of two or three witnesses. As for those who persist in 
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sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest 

may stand in fear.” 

Leaders in the church have no authority to demand 

unquestioning acceptance of their ideas. They are 

called to teach the word in a way that is patient and 

reasonable. In 2 Timothy 2:24, Paul says, “And the 

Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to 

everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil.” They 

lead by explaining God’s truth and living it out. In 1 

Peter 5:3, Peter charges elders to shepherd the flock 

by, “not domineering over those in your charge, but 

being examples to the flock.” 

So, if this is God’s design for leadership in the church, 

shouldn’t Christians take the same approach to 

authority in other areas of life? Isn’t this the way that a 

man should lead his wife and children? Isn’t this the 

way that a Christian should lead at work? We should 

reflect the humble character of Christ in everything we 

do. We should never use authority as an excuse for 

selfish, domineering behavior. 
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CONCLUSION 

These three masks are not uncommon. When you take 

the time to look for them, you begin to see them 

everywhere—at work, at school, in families, in 

churches, and in our own hearts. To cultivate strong, 

genuine relationships with people, we need to set them 

aside. Don’t fake affection. Don’t flatter people. Don’t 

manipulate them with aggression. Don’t abuse 

authority. These are all deceptive expressions of sinful 

selfishness that stand opposed to faith in God. 

A lot of people in our world are looking for something 

true, but they refuse to see that it starts with confessing 

our sins to God. We must acknowledge that we have 

sinned against him, and that we deserve his wrath.  

Only then will we see our need for the salvation and 

cleansing that Jesus provides for us through his death 

and resurrection. Are you confessing your sin? Are you 

trusting in Christ? If not, I encourage you to begin 

today. If you’re still trying to understand this idea of 

salvation in Christ, I would encourage you to read the 

New Testament letter called First John, particularly the 

first chapter.  
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When we confess our sins and believe, God assures 

us that we have forgiveness in Christ. But we must then 

begin to walk by faith. As I have said, these masks are 

not consistent with a life of faith. So, is there one of 

them that you need to put aside? Walk in truth. Walk in 

genuine love. Walk in humility. 

When some people see professing Christians hiding 

behind these masks, they conclude that all of 

Christianity is a sham. Perhaps you know someone 

who feels that way. Don’t look down on them. Show 

them grace, love, and genuine compassion. Befriend 

them, and as you have opportunity, encourage them to 

seek Christ despite the failings of his followers. 

May God help us walk in truth! 
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QUESTIONS FOR  

FURTHER REFLECTION 

Which of these masks are you most often tempted to 

use? Why?  

 

 

 

What steps do you need to take to be more sincere in 

your relationship with God? 

 

 

 

What could you do to encourage someone who has 

been disillusioned about Christianity by people using 

these masks? 
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CHAPTER 7 | LUKE 22:54-62 
FAILURES OF THE FAITHFUL 

When I take my car in for an oil change, my mechanic 

often finds something else that needs to be fixed. The 

car seems to run fine. There are no obvious problems. 

So, we have this conversation. I ask how serious it is. 

He then explains how a simple malfunction with this 

part will cause serious damage to some other part. This 

part is relatively inexpensive to fix now, but that part will 

be very expensive later. That’s how it works with 

complex machines. Everything is connected. 
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Our lives are not mechanical, but their various parts are 

all connected—physical, mental, emotional, relational, 

and spiritual. However, we often pretend that a 

problem in one area has no effect on the others. Our 

secular world tells us to focus on the physical. They 

have a pill for every problem, but life is seldom that 

simple. If we do give thought to our spiritual lives, we 

tend to want a quick and easy fix—a few Bible verses 

and a brief prayer. 

The author of the third Gospel in the New Testament 

was a doctor, but he presents a different perspective 

than we hear in our modern world. Our study of Luke 

brings us now to a passage where he helps us see the 

complexity of spiritual life. In Luke 22:54-62, he 

describes Peter’s denial of Christ, but his account 

reveals six different failures that each play a part in it. 

The overall theme of the chapter is betrayal, so this 

story highlights the sorts of problems that can lead a 

genuine believer into treacherous behavior. These 

failures are not necessarily sinful in and of themselves, 

but that is where they ultimately lead.  
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We must not be simplistic in our battle against sin and 

temptation. If we take an overly black and white view 

of life, we will fall into a superficial legalism like that of 

the Pharisees that misses the heart behind God’s 

commands. But if we fail to draw any lines, then we will 

find excuses for every sin. We need wisdom and 

discernment to stay faithful. So, as we work through 

this series of failures in Peter’s life, take this opportunity 

to reflect on your own life. With the help of God’s Spirit, 

we can make corrections in some of these areas before 

they lead to much bigger problems.  
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FAILURE 1 
PROCLAMATION 

Many people classify religion as a private matter. They 

keep their beliefs to themselves. They want to worship 

in anonymity. Some attend large churches for that 

reason. Others just tune into a religious broadcast. 

They might even conceal their interest from friends and 

family. 

Peter knew that Jesus expected more. Earlier in the 

evening, he proclaimed his commitment in dramatic 

terms. Luke 22:33 tells us, “Peter said to him, ‘Lord, I 

am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.’” 

But he failed to carry through on this proclamation. 
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After his initial outburst, cutting off a man’s ear, Luke 

22:54 speaks of the crowd that came to arrest Jesus 

and says, “Then they seized him and led him away, 

bringing him into the high priest's house, and Peter was 

following at a distance.” 

Peter stayed back in the darkness. Some point out that 

he did not need to follow at all. The rest of the apostles, 

other than John, simply scattered. Yet Peter was not 

side by side with Jesus as he had vowed. Instead, he 

tried to remain anonymous. We can understand his 

fear, but this initial failure sets him up for all the ones 

that follow. 

We may not face arrest or persecution as Peter did, but 

we still succumb to similar feelings of fear. We need to 

remember that our faith in Christ cannot remain a 

private matter. Matthew 10:32-33 tells us that earlier in 

his ministry, Jesus said, “So everyone who 

acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge 

before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies 

me before men, I also will deny before my Father who 

is in heaven.” This statement does not shut someone 
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like Peter out from heaven. He is later restored and 

openly testifies of his faith in Christ. 

Jesus’ point in Matthew 10 is that believing in him 

involves public acknowledgement. In fact, this 

openness should be a part of our spiritual lives from the 

beginning. Jesus commands that new disciples be 

baptized as a public proclamation of their faith in him. 

Matthew 28:19-20 tells us that he instructs his 

followers, 

Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age. 

So, are you open about your faith in Christ? Have you 

been baptized? Do you proclaim his saving power and 

testify to the impact it has had in your life?  Many years 

later Peter explained that Jesus saves us for this 

reason. In 1 Peter 2:9, he wrote, “But you are a chosen 

race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 

own possession, that you may proclaim the 

excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into 
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his marvelous light.” Faith in Christ requires 

proclamation.  
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FAILURE 2 
SEPARATION 

When a virus breaks out and begins to spread, people 

become very cautious. Those who must venture out in 

public might choose to wear a medical mask. Many 

people stay home to avoid the possibility of 

encountering someone who might be contagious. A 

government might discourage public gatherings or 

even enforce a mandatory quarantine. 

Sin is not contagious in the same way that a virus is. It 

infects our fallen hearts from birth. Nevertheless, when 

the Bible speaks of holiness, the root idea is 

separation. You do not contract sin by breathing the 
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same air as someone else, but another person’s 

disobedient behavior can have a negative influence on 

you. Their attitudes and perspectives can distort your 

thinking. Their words and actions might become a 

source of temptation. God does not want us to isolate 

ourselves in a spiritual quarantine, but we must 

maintain some sense of separation from the 

unbelieving world in our hearts and minds. 

Luke 22:55 describes how Peter’s separation begins to 

fail. It says, “And when they had kindled a fire in the 

middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter 

sat down among them.” There is nothing inherently 

wrong with Peter sitting with this group, but it proves to 

be a foolish choice.  

These are the same people that came to arrest Jesus. 

Many of them may have simply been following orders, 

but some of them end up mocking and beating Jesus. 

Did Peter assume that none of them would recognize 

him? Did he say or do something to blend in? Was it 

worth huddling up with them around the fire to find relief 

from the cold night air? 
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The Old Testament Wisdom Literature urges us to be 

cautious about those with whom we associate. Psalm 

1:1 proclaims, “Blessed is the man who walks not in the 

counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, 

nor sits in the seat of scoffers.” Proverbs 13:20 teaches 

us, “Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but 

the companion of fools will suffer harm.” 

In the New Testament, Paul repeats this advice in 

Ephesians 5:7-8. He speaks of those whose lives are 

given over to immorality and says, “Therefore do not 

become partners with them; for at one time you were 

darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 

children of light.” 

Are you trying to blend in with the wrong group? Are 

you setting yourself up to be tempted? Don’t be foolish. 

Consider what steps you need to take to maintain a 

reasonable separation.  



FAILURES OF THE FAITHFUL | LUKE 22:54-62 

 

|147| 

FAILURE 3 
RELATIONSHIP 

Every culture has its forms of greeting. In the United 

States, we typically shake hands. Think about how 

many people you’ve met and shaken hands with 

throughout your life. How many do you actually 

remember? We have all had the experience of meeting 

someone and then immediately forgetting his or her 

name. But when we spend time with a person and 

develop a relationship, we don’t forget.  

Peter had spent at least three years following Jesus. 

He listened to his teaching and watched his miracles 

up close. On one occasion Jesus taught the crowds 
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from his boat and then gave him a miraculously large 

catch of fish (Lu 5:1-11).Then there was the time that 

Jesus walked on water and enabled Peter to do the 

same (Matt 14:25-33). He was also one of the three 

disciples that accompanied Jesus when he raised a girl 

from the dead (Lu 8:51-56) and when his glory was 

revealed on a mountaintop (Lu 9:28-36).  

No one else on earth knew Jesus better than Peter. But 

with his failed proclamation and his lack of separation, 

Peter ends up denying his relationship with Jesus.  

Luke 22:56-57 tells us, 

56Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in 

the light and looking closely at him, said, 

“This man also was with him.” 57But he 

denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know 

him.” 

This is the first, and I think also the worst, of Peter’s 

three denials. It violates the essential nature of 

salvation. Christianity is not merely a set of religious 

beliefs and practices. At its core, it is a personal 

relationship with Jesus. John 17:3 tells us that Jesus 

expressed this idea earlier in the evening as he prayed. 
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He said, “And this is eternal life, that they know you the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” 

Peter later describes the importance of knowing Jesus. 

He begins 2 Peter in verses 2-3 of chapter 1 by saying,  

May grace and peace be multiplied to you in 

the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 

His divine power has granted to us all things 

that pertain to life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of him who called us to his own 

glory and excellence. 

Spiritual life begins when you come to know Jesus. 

That knowledge deepens as you continue to trust him 

and follow him. But when we neglect that relationship 

or deny it as Peter did, we’re taking a major step 

backward. How is your relationship with him?  



|THE BETRAYAL OF JESUS| 

 

|150| 

FAILURE 4 
FELLOWSHIP 

Extroverts thrive on crowds and activity. Introverts 

value order and solitude. But very few people are 

content to go through life completely alone. We all want 

to be part of a group. We want at least a few loyal 

people to know us, care for us, and share the 

experiences of life with us. Those groups become part 

of our identity.  

Peter had become tightly connected with a group. First, 

he was a disciple of Jesus along with many others. But 

then Jesus chose him to be one of his twelve apostles. 

They learned together, traveled together, and served 
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together. They must have become a tight knit band of 

brothers, a close fellowship. So, when Peter denies 

Jesus, he is also turning his back on the group. We see 

this failure of fellowship in Luke 22:58. It tells us, “And 

a little later someone else saw him and said, ‘You also 

are one of them.’ But Peter said, ‘Man, I am not.’” 

It takes time and effort to know people on an individual 

level, so we simplify things by associating them with a 

group. We give them a superficial label based upon 

their job, their hobbies, their political views, or their 

religious views. So, when this man sees Peter, he pegs 

him as one of those Jesus followers. He may not know 

anything else about Peter, but he connects him with the 

group. Fear prompts Peter to deny any association with 

the fellowship that had become so dear to him.  

Peter’s denial contradicts an important statement that 

Jesus made about him. At one point during his ministry, 

Jesus asked the disciples, “Who do you say that I am.” 

Peter identified him as the Christ, the Son of the living 

God. Matthew 16:18 tells us that Jesus responded by 

saying, “And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock 
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I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not 

prevail against it.” 

The name Peter comes from the Greek word for rock. 

So, people debate whether this foundation of the 

church is Peter himself, the apostles, or Peter’s 

proclamation about who Jesus is. However you 

interpret that detail, Jesus makes it clear that drawing 

believers together as a church is an integral part of his 

plans. He wants us to stand together in fellowship 

against the evil influence of Satan in the world. 

Thankfully, Peter’s failure to be devoted to the 

fellowship of believers did not last long. Jesus later 

restores him and uses him as the primary leader in 

establishing the church.  

Many believers struggle because they fail to be 

devoted to fellowship. Some completely ignore the 

church. Others approach it as if it’s a school or some 

theatrical production. But the church is to be like a 

family. Hebrews 10:24-25 captures the personal 

connection we need by saying, “And let us consider 

how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 

neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 
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but encouraging one another, and all the more as you 

see the Day drawing near.” 

Are you personally engaged in the church or are you 

failing at fellowship? 
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FAILURE 5 

EXPLANATION 

It’s a terrible feeling to be driving along and realize that 

you’re lost. If you’ve studied a map, you might be 

familiar with a few roads to help you get your bearings. 

But a lot of people today just trust their phone or some 

other GPS device to feed them turn by turn directions, 

so if those directions fail, they are clueless about what 

to do. It’s in those desperate moments, that you finally 

turn to someone and ask directions.  

We live in a spiritually lost world, and most people do 

not recognize their desperate situation. Yet there are 
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moments of openness when they encounter a crisis 

and begin to ask questions. Those who believe in 

Jesus know that he is the way, the truth, and the life. In 

fact, John 14:6 tells us that he had just explained this 

truth to the disciples earlier in the evening. Believers 

should be looking for any opportunity to guide others 

toward him. We should be ready to offer an 

explanation.  

We can understand why Peter wasn’t thinking this way 

as he sat in the courtyard of the high priest’s home. He 

was already failing in his proclamation, separation, 

relationship, and fellowship. Furthermore, no one was 

really seeking answers. Yet, when one final person 

confronts Peter, he responds in a way that makes it 

seem as if he is the one who is lost. His response is a 

complete failure of explanation. Luke 22:59-60 tells us, 

59And after an interval of about an hour still 

another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man 

also was with him, for he too is a Galilean.” 
60But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what 

you are talking about.” And immediately, 

while he was still speaking, the rooster 

crowed. 
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The man was correct that Peter was from Galilee. 

People from that northern part of the country probably 

had a different accent. Since the temple was in 

Jerusalem, people there looked down on Galileans as 

uncultured country bumpkins. They would roll their 

eyes at the crowds from the region who followed Jesus. 

What could they possibly know! So, as this accuser 

confronts him, Peter wants to distance himself from 

anything related to Jesus. He claims to be completely 

ignorant, and right at that moment, the rooster crows 

just as Jesus said it would when he predicted Peter’s 

denials. 

The book of Acts records times when Peter faces hard 

questions and responds with brilliant explanations. He 

learned from his failure, and he wanted others to learn 

also. In 1 Peter 3:14-15, he wrote, 

But even if you should suffer for 

righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. 

Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in 

your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, 

always being prepared to make a defense to 

anyone who asks you for a reason for the 

hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 

and respect. 
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Are you ready to explain the truth about Christ? Are 

you looking for those opportunities to help lost people 

find the way? 
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FAILURE 6 

EXPECTATION 

We often look to the sunrise as a symbol of hope. The 

darkness is past. It’s the beginning of a new day with 

new opportunities. In fact, Zechariah, the father of John 

the Baptist, prophesied the coming of Christ by 

referring to “the sunrise from on high” that gives light to 

those in darkness, in the shadow of death (Lu 1:78-79).  

Peter did not feel that sense of expectation as that 

Friday morning dawned. Luke 22:61-62 tells us, 

61And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. 

And Peter remembered the saying of the 
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Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the 

rooster crows today, you will deny me three 

times.” 62And he went out and wept bitterly. 

Some people say that this was exactly what Peter 

should have done. They interpret his tears as an 

expression of genuine humility and repentance. But 

Paul speaks about two kinds of grief in 2 Corinthians 

7:10. He says, “For godly grief produces a repentance 

that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly 

grief produces death.” Godly grief recognizes the 

possibility of forgiveness and salvation. Personally, I 

wonder if the bitterness of Peter’s weeping suggests 

that he gave up hope in that moment. Was he entirely 

consumed with his failures, or did he have any 

expectation that he could be restored? 

Luke is the only one who tells us that Jesus looked at 

Peter. If you or I had been betrayed, we probably would 

have looked at Peter with hurt and disgust. How could 

you, Peter! But I’m confident that Jesus looked at him 

with love and compassion. Jesus predicted that Peter 

would deny him. But Luke 22:32 tells us that he also 

said, “But I have prayed for you that your faith may not 
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fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your 

brothers.” Jesus prepared Peter for what was coming 

by giving him hope—the expectation of repentance, 

forgiveness, and future usefulness. 

Jesus extends the same hope to us all. His sacrificial 

death on that dark day shines light into our darkest 

moments. We must not succumb to the hopelessness 

of the world. No matter how badly we have failed, we 

can be forgiven of our sins. We can be restored in our 

relationship with Christ. Let godly grief lead you to a 

true repentance grounded in faith in his saving work. 

CONCLUSION 

Faithful people have moments of failure. We fail to live 

up to our proclamation of faith in Christ. We fail to 

maintain our separation from the world. We fail to grow 

in our relationship with Christ. We fail to devote 

ourselves to the fellowship of believers. We fail to give 

a strong explanation of our faith. We fail to hold on to 

the expectation that we can be forgiven of our sins.  

But Peter’s story reminds us that there is still hope for 

us. By God’s grace we can repent. In the love of Christ, 
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we can be restored. By the work of the Holy Spirit, we 

can grow and change.  

Perhaps our study of Scripture has brought you to the 

place that you recognize your spiritual lostness. You 

can find “the way” today. You can begin a personal 

relationship with Jesus. Trust him to save you. Let his 

teaching guide you through life. If you want to 

understand more about this relationship, I encourage 

you to read Peter’s first letter in the New Testament, 

particularly the first chapter. He touches on many of the 

same issues we have considered.  

If you have a relationship with Jesus, have you fallen 

into one of these failures? Are you ready to humble 

yourself before the Lord? Would you repent and follow 

the direction that we have in Scripture? Do you know a 

fellow believer who has lost hope? Would you reach 

out to that person and strengthen them?  

May God cause us to grow in the grace and knowledge 

of Christ! 
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QUESTIONS FOR  

FURTHER REFLECTION 

In which of these ways are you most apt to fail? 

 

 

 

What are some steps that you can take to counteract 

that failure? 

 

 

 

What could you do to help someone else avoid these 

failures? 
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CHAPTER 8 | LUKE 22:63-71 
BETRAYING GOD’S PROMISES 

Some of us don’t like to get rid of things. Our 

belongings can carry emotional attachments. They 

remind us of times spent with the people we care 

about. We might be afraid to let go of other 

possessions, because we’re convinced that we will 

need them again at some point. So, we keep holding 

on. We pile things up. When we run out of room, we 

find more space. But those possessions sit largely 

forgotten and completely unused. 

If we’re not careful, we can end up doing the same 

thing with the truths and promises that God has 
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revealed in the Bible. We can hoard up biblical 

teaching without ever using it. We might feel an 

emotional attachment to it. We might be able to quote 

certain passages or argue various issues. But if there 

is no spiritual change in our lives, then we are betraying 

those truths. 

Throughout our study of Luke 22, I have argued that 

every sin is in some sense a betrayal. Jesus is worthy 

of complete trust and obedience, but this chapter 

records how Judas sells him out and Peter denies him. 

Luke’s account of their actions gives us insight into the 

sinful ways that we violate our relationship with God 

and our relationships with one another.  

The chapter concludes in verses 63-71 with Jesus’ trial 

before the Jewish council. From the other Gospels, we 

learn that there were three different phases to this trial, 

but Luke gives us a simple, condensed version. He 

shows us that as the Jewish leaders condemn Jesus, 

they betray four of God’s promises that we should 

honor. 
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These promises were all revealed in the Old Testament 

and were thus familiar to the Jewish leaders. They all 

point to Jesus, showing who he is, what he does, and 

how we should all relate to him. But rather than using 

these promises for their intended purposes, the Jewish 

leaders twist them into something to use against Jesus. 

As we walk through this story and its Old Testament 

background, I encourage you to consider whether 

these promises are shaping your life.  
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PROMISE 1 
THE PROPHET 

We cannot see or hear them, but radio waves are all 

around us. They are broadcast from powerful 

transmitters. They carry music, news, and lots of 

pointless chatter. They also contain important personal 

information that we need to know. But we cannot 

access them without a device tuned into the right 

frequency that will translate those electronic signals 

into meaningful sounds. 

A true prophet is like one of those devices. You might 

say that he is uniquely tuned into God’s revelation, so 

that he can communicate those truths to people in 
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meaningful ways. This system began with Moses. God 

revealed himself on Mount Sinai and spoke the Ten 

Commandments directly to the people of Israel. But 

Exodus 20:18-19 tells us,  

Now when all the people saw the thunder 

and the flashes of lightning and the sound of 

the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the 

people were afraid and trembled, and they 

stood far of and said to Moses, "You speak 

to us, and we will listen; but do not let God 

speak to us, lest we die." 

We might wish to hear God directly. Some people even 

foolishly presume that their vague feelings and 

impressions are revelations from him. But when the 

people of Israel experienced the real thing, they 

concluded that it was far too frightening. They 

recognized their need for a mediator. Moses served in 

this role, but his days were limited. So, before the end 

of his earthly life, Deuteronomy 18:18-19 tells us that 

the Lord promised him, 

I will raise up for them a prophet like you from 

among their brothers. And I will put my words 

in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all 

that I command him. And whoever will not 
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listen to my words that he shall speak in my 

name, I myself will require it of him. 

There were various prophets throughout the Old 

Testament period, but none of them ever measured up 

to the pattern set by Moses. So, as the New Testament 

period begins, the Jews are still looking for that person. 

They ask John the Baptist if he is the one, but he 

denies it (Jn 1:21). During Jesus’s ministry, many 

people think that he might be the one, but the Jewish 

leaders betray this promise. Their hatred distorts it into 

a sickening game. Luke 22:63-65 tells us, 

63Now the men who were holding Jesus in 

custody were mocking him as they beat him. 
64They also blindfolded him and kept asking 

him, "Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?" 
65And they said many other things against 

him, blaspheming him. 

Jesus knew each man that struck him, but he did not 

respond. They had no interest in listening. They had no 

idea who it was they were abusing. But the Apostle 

John later describes Jesus in terms that capture his 

role as the ultimate prophetic spokesman. In John 1:1, 

he says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
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was with God, and the Word was God.” Then, in verse 

14 he writes, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 

only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” He 

concludes his thought in verse 18 by saying, “No one 

has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's 

side, he has made him known.” 

Jesus is the perfect revelation of God in fulfillment of 

the promise to Moses. He is the prophetic mediator 

who communicates God’s truth in word and deed. Are 

you listening to him, or are you looking for some other 

revelation? We honor the promise by relating to Jesus 

as the truth.  



|THE BETRAYAL OF JESUS| 

 

|170| 

PROMISE 2 
THE CHRIST 

On my first trip to Kalamazoo, I was impressed by all 

the greenery. Michigan is covered with rivers, lakes, 

and streams, but I grew up in the arid climate of 

Southern California. There we had heavy rain in the 

spring, but the grassy hills dry to a brittle golden brown 

just a few weeks into summer. Plants are only 

sustained with water piped in from hundreds of miles 

away. Without this artificial system much of the area 

would look like a desert wasteland. 

In a spiritual sense, our world is like Southern 

California. We work hard to maintain the appearance 
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of vitality. People find artificial ways to create a sense 

of joy and fulfillment. But the reality is that we live in a 

fallen wasteland. When Adam and Eve sinned, God 

gave our world over to sin and death. So, we need a 

Savior to rescue us—a king to restore the world to a 

place of blessing. 

The climate in Israel is like Southern California. To 

handle the dry conditions, people in ancient times 

would anoint themselves with olive oil. They found 

such relief in it, that they used it as a picture of blessing 

and abundance. God made it part of their ceremonies 

for ordaining priests and enthroning kings. So, people 

referred to King Saul and then King David as the Lord’s 

anointed. 

In fact, God made a covenant with David, promising to 

bring true relief through one of his descendants who 

would be anointed as king. First Chronicles 17:9-12 

tells us that the Lord said, 

And I will appoint a place for my people Israel 

and will plant them, that they may dwell in 

their own place and be disturbed no more. 

And violent men shall waste them no more, 
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as formerly, from the time that I appointed 

judges over my people Israel. And I will 

subdue all your enemies. Moreover, I declare 

to you that the LORD will build you a house. 

When your days are fulfilled to walk with your 

fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, 

one of your own sons, and I will establish his 

kingdom. He shall build a house for me, and 

I will establish his throne forever. 

Israel’s hope for the future was tied to this anointed 

one. In Isaiah 61:1-3, Isaiah tells us that he foresaw 

him coming and saying, 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

because the LORD has anointed me to bring 

good news to the poor; he has sent me to 

bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 

liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 

prison to those who are bound; to proclaim 

the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of 

vengeance of our God; to comfort all who 

mourn; to grant to those who mourn in Zion—

to give them a beautiful headdress instead of 

ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 

mourning, the garment of praise instead of a 

faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of 

righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that 

he may be glorified. 
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Early in Jesus’ ministry, he read part of this prophecy 

in a synagogue in Nazareth and told them it was 

fulfilled (Lu 4:16-21). He is the promised anointed one. 

The Hebrew word for anointed is Messiah. The Greek 

term is Christ. The Jewish leaders should have been 

waiting and watching for his coming. They should have 

looked to him as the true source of hope, but they 

betrayed that promise. Luke 22:66-67 tells us, 

66When day came, the assembly of the 

elders of the people gathered together, both 

chief priests and scribes. And they led him 

away to their council, and they said, 67“If you 

are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to them, 

“If I tell you, you will not believe…” 

So, others join the chief priests at this point. This is the 

Sanhedrin, the council of seventy elders who represent 

the nation. They expected the Christ to be a powerful 

political and military leader, rather than a humble 

teacher. They have already made up their minds about 

Jesus. They only question him to find a charge that will 

stick. They are so determined to rush through this trial 

that they ignore their own rules of due process. They 
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fail to believe and hope in him, because they are too 

wrapped up in their own selfish plans. 

Could we be guilty of the same sort of betrayal? Are we 

just looking for a Christ who fits into our plans, or do we 

fix all our hope on Jesus? Are you waiting and watching 

for the relief that he will bring when he returns?   



BETRAYING GOD’S PROMISES | LUKE 22:63-71 

 

|175| 

PROMISE 3 
THE SON OF MAN 

Our American system of government is based upon not 

trusting anyone to have too much power. We divide up 

authority between Congress, the President, and the 

Supreme Court to create a system of checks and 

balances. To make things more complicated, each 

state, county, and city can make certain decisions. 

Then the power of choosing leaders is divided between 

all the voters. So, politicians play to the crowd, saying 

and doing whatever is needed to get our vote. God 

does not distribute authority that way. His vote is the 

only one that counts. 
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The Prophet Daniel was well acquainted with politics. 

As a young man, he witnessed the kings of Judah at 

their worst. The rest of Israel had long since been 

destroyed by the Assyrian Empire, and Judah was 

being conquered by the Babylonians. Daniel was 

selected to serve as one of the wise men in the court, 

and he would later see the Babylonians fall to the 

Persians. But God gave him a vision of true power and 

authority that he recorded in Daniel 7:13-14. He says, 

I saw in the night visions, and behold, with 

the clouds of heaven there came one like a 

son of man, and he came to the Ancient of 

Days and was presented before him. And to 

him was given dominion and glory and a 

kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and 

languages should serve him; his dominion is 

an everlasting dominion, which shall not 

pass away, and his kingdom one that shall 

not be destroyed. 

So, the Son of Man has absolute worldwide authority 

directly from God. He does not need to impress anyone 

by playing political games. He does not need strategic 

alliances or military might. Everyone is obligated to 

serve him, and nothing will hinder his reign. 
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Jesus claims this authority throughout his ministry by 

referring to himself as the Son of Man. The scribes and 

Pharisees were shocked when he told a paralyzed man 

that his sins were forgiven. They reasoned that only 

God could forgive sin. Luke 5:24-25 tells us that Jesus 

responded by saying, 

“But that you may know that the Son of Man 

has authority on earth to forgive sins”--he 

said to the man who was paralyzed—“I say 

to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home.” 

And immediately he rose up before them and 

picked up what he had been lying on and 

went home, glorifying God. 

Jesus later makes it clear that the Son of Man has 

authority to forgive, because he has the authority to 

judge who will be allowed into the kingdom of God. 

Luke 9:26 tells us that he said, “For whoever is 

ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of 

Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the 

glory of the Father and of the holy angels.” 

So, as Jesus stands before the Sanhedrin, they see 

themselves as the ones with authority. They are 

conducting their official investigation. They expect 
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Jesus to give them answers. They think it is their 

prerogative to determine whether he is the Messiah, 

and they have already made up their minds that he is 

not. So, Luke 22:68-69 tells us that Jesus said, 

68“and if I ask you, you will not answer. 69But 

from now on the Son of Man shall be seated 

at the right hand of the power of God.” 

He exposes their arrogance. They are not interested in 

the evidence. They have betrayed the promise. They 

have no intention of ever serving the Son of Man, but 

their foolish rejection will not diminish his power at all. 

Their vote doesn’t count. Jesus is headed to a 

heavenly seat at God’s right hand. This idea comes 

from another promise revealed in Psalm 110:1. David 

says, “The LORD says to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand, 

until I make your enemies your footstool.’” 

It is only a matter of time before the Son of Man returns 

and brings all things into submission to God. If you 

believe these promises, then humbly serve him. 



BETRAYING GOD’S PROMISES | LUKE 22:63-71 

 

|179| 

PROMISE 4 
THE SON OF GOD 

For centuries, people have believed that a person who 

breaks a mirror will encounter bad luck. They foolishly 

assume that mirrors are some mystical window to the 

soul. They then concoct silly ways to attempt to 

minimize their ill fortune. But as a representation of our 

self-absorption, we would be better off with a broken 

mirror. We need to take our eyes off ourselves and look 

to Christ. If we don’t, we will find that our lives will end 

up shattered for eternity.  

Psalm 2 presents another Messianic promise. Verses 

7-9 tell us, 
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I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, 

“You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your 

heritage, and the ends of the earth your 

possession. You shall break them with a rod 

of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter's 

vessel.” 

So, how should the world respond to this Son of God? 

Verses 10-12 say, 

Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, 

O rulers of the earth. Serve the LORD with 

fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, 

lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, 

for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are 

all who take refuge in him. 

Based upon this passage alone, you might assume 

that the title “Son of God” is simply a lofty way of 

referring to a human king. But Isaiah 7:14 foretells that 

a virgin will have a child named Immanuel, God with 

us. Then Isaiah 9:6 reveals that this name is not merely 

symbolic. It says, “For to us a child is born, to us a son 

is given; and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful 
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Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace.” 

How could any human child ever be worthy of such 

names? Luke gives his reader a clear answer. Of the 

Four Gospels, only Luke’s records the words that the 

angel Gabriel spoke to the virgin Mary when he 

revealed to her that she would become pregnant. Luke 

1:35 tells us, 

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit 

will come upon you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 

child to be born will be called holy—the Son 

of God.” 

As we saw earlier from John 1, Jesus is fully God and 

fully human. God affirmed his identity as the Son of 

God at both his baptism and his transfiguration. 

Throughout his ministry, Jesus refers to God as his 

Father. On one occasion, John 10:30 tells us that he 

says, “I and the Father are one.” The Jews then 

prepare to stone him. When he asks why, verse 35 tells 

us, “The Jews answered him, ‘It is not for a good work 
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that we are going to stone you but for blasphemy, 

because you, being a man, make yourself God.’” 

John tells us that Jesus escaped from their hands on 

that occasion. But the Jews return to this issue as he 

stands before the Sanhedrin. They knew Psalm 2 and 

Isaiah’s prophecy. As radical as it seemed, they should 

have been open to the promise of this God-Man. They 

even witnessed the miracles that confirmed his divine 

power, but they were unafraid. They pressed on with 

their self-absorbed trial. Luke 22:70-71 tells us,  

70So they all said, “Are you the Son of God, 

then?” And he said to them, “You say that I 

am.” 71Then they said, “What further 

testimony do we need? We have heard it 

ourselves from his own lips.” 

How have you responded to the promised Son of God? 

Do you recognize his power? Do you fear his shattering 

judgment? As we read, Psalm 2 promises us that those 

who take refuge in him will be blessed. In his sovereign 

grace, God used the Sanhedrin’s rejection of Jesus to 

provide for our salvation. He died for our sins, rose from 

the dead, and ascended into heaven to take his seat 

next to his Father until he returns in judgment.   



BETRAYING GOD’S PROMISES | LUKE 22:63-71 

 

|183| 

CONCLUSION 

The Sanhedrin betrayed these four promises from 

God. They did not listen to the prophet like Moses. 

They refused to fix their hope on Christ. They would not 

serve the Son of Man or fear the Son of God. 

What about you? Do you believe these promises? Are 

you willing to accept that they have been and will be 

fulfilled by Jesus? Are you ready to truly believe, so that 

these promises shape your life? I encourage you to 

start today. If you’re still seeking to understand, then I 

encourage you to read more from the first chapter of 

John’s Gospel.  

How should you respond if you are already a believer? 

Do you need to focus on one of these promises? Do 

you need to listen better, anchor your hope more firmly, 

serve more humbly, or live with a more reverent sense 

of fear? Take this opportunity to reflect more on who 

Jesus is. Do you know someone who needs to hear 

these biblical promises?  Would you share the truth and 

testify of your faith in Jesus? 

May God keep us from betraying Jesus!  
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QUESTIONS FOR  

FURTHER REFLECTION 

Which promise do you think about most? Why? How 

do you think this has helped you grow? 

 

 

 

Which promise do you think about least? How might 

this hinder your spiritual growth? 

 

 

 

How could you use these promises to explain God’s 

plan of salvation to someone? 
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