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INTRODUCTION 
NOT JUST A LAMB 

We often think of Jesus as a lamb, and rightly so. 

Isaiah 53:7 foretold his death by saying,  

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet 

he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is 

led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that 

before its shearers is silent, so he opened not 

his mouth. 

He presented himself as the perfect sacrifice for the 

sins of the world (John 1:29). So, we typically describe 

his character as being like a lamb—kind, gentle, 
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submissive, and humble. But there is another side to 

who he is. 

In Revelation 5:5, he is likened to a lion. There John 

recounts what happened in his vision of God’s heavenly 

throne room. He says, 

And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no 

more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 

the Root of David, has conquered, so that he 

can open the scroll and its seven seals.” 

He is coming to reign in fulfillment of God’s covenant 

with David, and this role will require him to be strong, 

powerful, and assertive. Though many people overlook 

them, we also see these qualities in his life during his 

first coming.  

Luke highlights the lion-like character of Jesus in 

Luke 11:14-13:35. He records several examples of him 

boldly refuting error in the face of hostile opposition. 

As we study this part of Luke’s Gospel, we learn what 

we should believe from Jesus’ teaching, but we also 

learn from his example. He shows us how to relate to 

disagreeable and hostile people while clearly 

articulating God’s truth. 
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If you are not in a church leadership role, you might 

assume that these lessons do not apply to you. But Jude 

3 tells us, 

Beloved, although I was very eager to write to 

you about our common salvation, I found it 

necessary to write appealing to you to 

contend for the faith that was once for all 

delivered to the saints. 

Everyone who follows Jesus must learn to contend for 

God’s truth. So, I have titled this study, “Christ the 

Contender.” I pray that it will inspire us to speak boldly 

for Jesus, the Lion and the Lamb. 
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CHAPTER 1 
THE KING WE NEED 

(LUKE 11:14-26) 

Ancient legends tell of kings personally leading 

their army into battle to fight for their people, but royal 

families today are not known for such exploits. They 

are wealthy celebrities followed by gossip magazines. 

Over the past few centuries royals have been stripped 

of real authority to make way for democratic forms of 

government, and rightly so. The kings of the past often 

abused their power and took advantage of their people, 

so no one wants to submit to that kind of unlimited 
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control. We want the freedom to select our leaders, 

disagree with them, and criticize them. 

But our independent spirit does not fit well in a 

biblical worldview. The basic storyline of the Bible is 

that humans have rebelled against God’s rule, but that 

his reign over all things will ultimately be restored.  His 

kingdom will come. His will shall be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. So, when we call Jesus the Christ, we 

mean that he is the Messiah, the one anointed to reign 

as king. But he is nothing like the selfish human rulers 

throughout history. He selflessly fights for his people. 

Even during his first coming, we see characteristics 

that prove him to be the king that we need.  

In Luke 11:14-26, Jesus demonstrates four of these 

characteristics during an argument with his critics.  

Though it goes against our independent spirit, seeing 

what he is like in this setting compels us to follow him 

as our king. He also sets an example, showing us how 

to reflect his strength as we continue to face criticism 

for him today. 
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CHARACTERISTIC 1: HE CARES FOR US INDIVIDUALLY 

The world’s leaders are calculating. The interests 

and opinions of the many always outweigh the 

individual. In politics, they do and say whatever will 

gain them the best response in the polls. In war, they 

use phrases like collateral damage or acceptable losses 

to minimize deaths. But Jesus shows himself to be the 

king we need, because he cares for us individually. 

Luke 11:14-16 describes how he helps a man even 

though many in the crowd respond negatively. It says, 

14Now he was casting out a demon that was 

mute. When the demon had gone out, the 

mute man spoke, and the people marveled. 
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15But some of them said, "He casts out 

demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons," 
16while others, to test him, kept seeking from 

him a sign from heaven. 

Can you imagine what it would be like to be unable 

to speak? We are not told how long this man has 

suffered with this condition or how it came about. 

Muteness can be caused by physical problems with the 

mouth or vocal cords, by neurological problems, or by 

psychological problems. In this case, Jesus recognizes 

that the root cause of this man’s condition is demonic. 

We are not told whether the man had done something 

to prompt this attack. Jesus simply casts out the 

demon, and the man immediately regains his ability to 

speak. Jesus has more to say to him in verses 23-26, 

but first Luke directs our attention to the crowd. 

Powerful miracles like this one are signs that 

confirm Jesus to be the promised king. Those who 

witness it should respond by believing in him and 

following him, but instead we see three other 

responses. First, Luke tells us that some people are 

amazed. They recognize that something miraculous 

has happened, but they do not bother to draw any 
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meaningful conclusion from it. So, they are excited but 

shallow. Jesus addresses them in verses 27 and 28.  

A second group cannot see anything positive about 

Jesus helping this man. They are hostile critics, and 

they go so far as to accuse him of being in league with 

the prince of demons, whom they call Beelzebul. The 

meaning of this title is not certain. A literal translation 

from Hebrew would be “Lord of the dwelling.” Some 

manuscripts of the passage read Baal-zebub, a name 

used in 2 Kings 1 to identify the false god of the 

Philistine city of Ekron. It could be translated as “Lord 

of the flies.” Whatever the exact meaning here, it is 

clearly used as another name for Satan. So, these critics 

witness a miracle and conclude that Jesus is purely evil. 

He addresses their accusation in verses 17-22.  

Finally, a third group of people responds to this 

miracle with doubt. Even though Jesus already has a 

reputation for doing miraculous deeds, they want to 

keep seeing more signs. They want to test him further, 

but no number of miracles will ever be enough to 

convince them. They will always find some way to 

explain it away. Jesus addresses the doubters in verses 

29-36. 
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Obviously, Jesus is not concerned with pleasing the 

crowds. He compassionately meets this man’s need, 

even though most of the people miss the point. In Luke 

15, Jesus speaks of his care for individuals. He likens 

himself to a shepherd leaving ninety-nine of his sheep 

to go find one that is lost. Then he says, “Just so, I tell 

you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 

who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons 

who need no repentance” (Luke 15:7). This is the king 

we need, a shepherd of souls who pursues lost sinners 

like you and me. 

Jesus cares for the individual, and he wants 

everyone who follows him to do likewise no matter 

what the crowd thinks. But if we care for the condition 

of people’s souls as Jesus did, then we will also 

encounter the same variety of responses that he did. 

Some will be excited but shallow, some will doubt, and 

some will even accuse us of evil. Paul addresses this 

challenge in Galatians 1:10, when he says, “For am I 

now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I 

trying to please man? If I were still trying to please 

man, I would not be a servant of Christ.” We must 

reflect our king’s care for the individual.  
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CHARACTERISTIC 2: HE CORRECTS US LOGICALLY 

As soon as we are born, we start learning to think. 

We observe causes and effects. If you push a button on 

a toy, it makes a sound. We build things and knock 

them down.  We learn the order of things like ABC and 

123. But even as adults, there are times when we allow 

feelings and desires to overrule our logic, particularly 

when it comes to matters of spiritual truth. 

Paul addresses this problem in Romans 1. In verse 

20, he speaks about the evidence of God’s existence and 

character that is revealed in creation. He says, 

For his invisible attributes, namely, his 

eternal power and divine nature, have been 
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clearly perceived, ever since the creation of 

the world, in the things that have been made. 

So they are without excuse. 

Do people recognize the evidence of God’s 

existence? Do they follow its logic and allow it to shape 

their lives? No. In verse 28, Paul says, “And since they 

did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up 

to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done.” 

Sound logic alone is not enough to overcome our 

spiritually distorted minds, but God does not abandon 

logic. Though we deserve it, he does not treat us like 

unreasoning animals. In his grace, he presents 

evidence to correct us logically.  

We see this characteristic in Jesus’ response to his 

critics in Luke 11:17-19. Luke tells us, 

17But he, knowing their thoughts, said to 

them, "Every kingdom divided against itself 

is laid waste, and a divided household falls. 
18And if Satan also is divided against himself, 

how will his kingdom stand? For you say that 

I cast out demons by Beelzebul. 19And if I cast 

out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your 

sons cast them out? Therefore they will be 

your judges. 
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Jesus could have struck them down for their 

blasphemous accusation. Instead, he presents two 

reasonable arguments. First, he points out that it 

would not make any sense for Satan to work against 

himself. Satan wants to undermine God’s reign by 

building his own kingdom. His goal is to enslave people 

not set them free. Second, Jesus points out that there 

are Jewish exorcists who attempt to cast out demons. 

But his critics do not accuse these people of working for 

Satan. Acts 19 tells the story of some of these bumbling 

exorcists. They do not have any real power, so they 

should be the first ones to acknowledge the miraculous 

nature of what Jesus has done for this demon-

possessed man. 

Jesus’ willingness to reason even with foolish critics 

demonstrates his patience and grace. We find the same 

attitude in how the Lord confronts Israel in the Old 

Testament. For instance, Isaiah 1:18 says, 

Come now, let us reason together, says the 

LORD: though your sins are like scarlet, they 

shall be as white as snow; though they are red 

like crimson, they shall become like wool. 
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The Lord wants us to understand who he is and what 

he is doing in the world. He wants us to willingly follow 

him as our king, so he corrects us logically. 

Again, all who follow Jesus are called to reflect this 

characteristic. Peter refers to it in 1 Peter 3:15 when he 

says,  

but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as 

holy, always being prepared to make a 

defense to anyone who asks you for a reason 

for the hope that is in you; yet do it with 

gentleness and respect, 

We must be reasonable, gentle, and respectful, even 

when people do not show us the same courtesy. We 

should reflect our king’s patient logic.  
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CHARACTERISTIC 3: HE CONQUERS OUR ENEMY 

The history of warfare is filled with surprises. 

Sometimes the bigger, stronger army becomes lazy and 

disorganized, and the underdog seizes the opportunity. 

The American Revolution was one of those stories. But 

when it comes to Satan’s battle against the Lord, the 

outcome is certain. The Lord’s power and wisdom is far 

superior. There is never any doubt that he will conquer 

our enemy. 

Jesus argues that his ability to cast out demons 

points toward this final victory. He continues his 

response to his critics in Luke 11:20-22 by saying 
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20But if it is by the finger of God that I cast 

out demons, then the kingdom of God has 

come upon you. 21When a strong man, fully 

armed, guards his own palace, his goods are 

safe; 22but when one stronger than he attacks 

him and overcomes him, he takes away his 

armor in which he trusted and divides his 

spoil. 

In this illustration, Satan is the strong man. He 

seems to be armed and fully in control of his domain, 

but Jesus is stronger. When he casts out demons, he is 

overcoming Satan. He is taking his spoil by freeing his 

captives, and there is nothing Satan can do to resist. 

God’s kingdom has come because the king is present, 

exercising his power. 

Jesus describes his power as the finger of God. This 

unusual expression comes from the book of Exodus. It 

is first used in Exodus 8:19. As the Ten Plagues are 

unfolding in Egypt, the Pharaoh’s magicians eventually 

concede that they are not tricks, but evidence of the 

finger of God. Then in Exodus 31:18, Moses says that 

the Ten Commandments were written upon the stone 

tablets by the finger of God. In other words, the finger 

of God is evident in all God’s kingdom plans: saving his 

people from bondage, executing judgment, and giving 
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his revelation. Jesus is continuing that same kingdom 

work.  

As he casts out this demon, he confirms that 

nothing can derail the establishment of God’s kingdom. 

He overcomes Satan’s power in that moment, and he 

will continue to do so. Revelation 20:10 describes his 

ultimate victory by saying, 

and the devil who had deceived them was 

thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where 

the beast and the false prophet were, and 

they will be tormented day and night forever 

and ever. 

That same unstoppable kingdom power is also at 

work in our salvation. In Colossians 1:13-14, Paul 

writes, 

He has delivered us from the domain of 

darkness and transferred us to the kingdom 

of his beloved Son, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

Even aside from overt demonic possession, Satan still 

controls people, including our critics. This is our plight 

because of the fall of Adam and Eve. The only way 

anyone is set free is by God’s deliverance in Christ.  
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As followers of Christ, then, we should display 

confidence in his kingdom power. We can be confident 

that he will strengthen us to resist Satan’s temptations, 

and that he will exert his power to save people, even our 

critics. Paul teaches this confidence in 2 Timothy 2:24-

26 when he says, 

And the Lord's servant must not be 

quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to 

teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his 

opponents with gentleness. God may 

perhaps grant them repentance leading to a 

knowledge of the truth, and they may come 

to their senses and escape from the snare of 

the devil, after being captured by him to do 

his will. 

Jesus is the king we need because he conquers our 

enemy. 



The King We Need (Luke 11:14-26) 

— 19 — 

CHARACTERISTIC 4: HE COMMANDS OUR LOYALTY 

Some people see life in black and white. I generally 

prefer to see all the shades and variations. But when it 

comes to following Christ as our king, there is no 

middle ground. He draws a bold line. We are either 

fully on his side, or we are opposing him. He 

commands our loyalty. 

In Luke 11:23, Jesus concludes his response to his 

critics by saying, “Whoever is not with me is against 

me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.” 

The critics need to realize that their opposition is no 

trifling matter. They are placing themselves on the 

wrong side of the line. By opposing the king, they are 
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scattering people, driving them away from God’s 

kingdom. They are guilty of the very thing they accuse 

Jesus of doing. They are doing the work of Satan by 

pushing people away from his kingdom. 

But in verse 23, Jesus is also challenging the man 

who has just been set free from his demon. What will 

he do with his freedom? Will he take his stand with 

Jesus? Will he follow him and gather other followers? 

Or will he just go his own way and do his own thing? 

Jesus explains the danger of this choice in verses 

24-26. He says, 

24“When the unclean spirit has gone out of a 

person, it passes through waterless places 

seeking rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will 

return to my house from which I came.’ 
25And when it comes, it finds the house swept 

and put in order. 26Then it goes and brings 

seven other spirits more evil than itself, and 

they enter and dwell there. And the last state 

of that person is worse than the first.” 

You can clean yourself up morally and put your life 

in order, but apart from Christ you will be empty. You 

will be an easy target for Satan and his demons. The 

only way for lasting change to happen is for Christ to 
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take up residence in you. John 14:23 tells us that Jesus 

said, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and 

my Father will love him, and we will come to him and 

make our home with him.” 

One of the promises associated with Christ’s 

kingdom is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit 

guarantees our salvation and protects us. He helps us 

understand God’s truth and apply it to our lives. In 1 

John, the Apostle John warns of the influence of evil 

spirits through false prophets. But in verse 4 of chapter 

4 he says, “Little children, you are from God and have 

overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he 

who is in the world.” Is God’s Spirit dwelling in you? 

Since our King commands our loyalty, we must call 

others to the same commitment. We must draw the 

same line and gather others to his side to follow him. 

After Jesus rose from the dead, Matthew 28:18-20 tells 

us, 

And Jesus came and said to them, "All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. Go therefore and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
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have commanded you. And behold, I am with 

you always, to the end of the age." 

Our king commands our loyalty and wants us to 

gather others. 

CONCLUSION 

Jesus is the king we need. He cares for us 

individually, corrects us logically, conquers our enemy, 

and commands our loyalty. Have you pledged yourself 

to him? If not, would you do so today? Step across the 

line. Believe and begin to follow him. If you are still not 

persuaded, I encourage you to learn more about him. 

First John 4 would be a good place to learn more about 

his love for us and his power. 

If you are on Christ’s side, are these characteristics 

reflected in your life? Do you care for people and the 

condition of their soul? Does that care guide your 

prayers and your conversations? Perhaps you need to 

focus on reflecting his care to a particular individual.  

Are you confident in the victorious power of Christ? 

Do you display his strength in the face of temptation? 

Are you filled with the hope of his kingdom? What 
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needs to change in your life for you to be strong in his 

power? 

May God help us live for our king! 

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

1. Which of these characteristics most encourages 

you? Why? 

 

 

 

2. How have you experienced Christ-like care from 

someone? To whom could you show this kind of 

care? 

 

 

 

3. How could you better reflect the power of Christ in 

your life? 
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CHAPTER 2 
CONSEQUENCES OF TRUTH 

(LUKE 11:27-36) 

In our electronic age, old fashioned mail seems 

increasingly irrelevant. It’s painfully slow compared to 

modern forms of communication. Most of the time it’s 

nothing more than advertisements. It’s also terribly 

inconvenient here in Michigan. Where I grew up in 

Southern California, postal workers walked from house 

to house delivering mail through a slot in your door or 

to a box on your front porch. But to receive mail here 

we must walk outside in freezing temperatures over ice 

and snow to a box alongside the road. The postal 
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service even requires us to clear a path through the 

snow for their trucks. Why should we go to so much 

trouble for words printed on pieces of paper? Why not 

ignore it? 

Some of those pieces of paper have consequences. 

There might be bills that need to be paid, and if you 

ignore them, you will run into problems. No one will 

care that you never saw them, because you did not 

bother to walk out to the mailbox. There might be 

beneficial things like an encouraging card from a friend 

or possibly even a check from someone. By ignoring the 

mail, you would be depriving yourself. 

Of course, these thoughts apply to any 

communication, not just mail. Email, text messages, 

even conversations can have consequences. How much 

more so, then, when we are talking about 

communication from God. Will the consequences be 

less if we ignore his truth because we assume that it is 

just junk mail? 

When Jesus taught God’s truth, he often presented 

confirmation in the form of miracles. But even with 

that proof, people still failed to get the message. Luke 

11:14-16 describes a situation like this. It says, 
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Now he was casting out a demon that was 

mute. When the demon had gone out, the 

mute man spoke, and the people marveled. 

But some of them said, “He casts out demons 

by Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” while 

others, to test him, kept seeking from him a 

sign from heaven. 

Last time we identified four groups here: (1) the 

man freed from the demon, (2) the people who 

marveled, (3) the hostile critics who accuse Jesus of 

working with Satan, and (4) the doubters who want 

another sign. In verses 17-26 Jesus responds to the 

hostile critics and the previously mute man by 

declaring his kingdom power. Now we move on to 

verses 27-36, where Jesus responds to those who 

marveled and those who doubted by showing them 

three consequences of God’s truth. 
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CONSEQUENCE 1: 

THE OPPORTUNITY OF BLESSING 

Do you ever dream of winning the lottery? Even if 

you would never play it, the thought has probably 

crossed your mind. But I have heard it said that you 

have a better chance of being struck by lightning. 

According to National Geographic, in any given year in 

the United States 1 in 700,000 people are struck by 

lightning. But last October CNN reported that the odds 

of winning the Mega Millions or Powerball jackpots 

were roughly 1 in 300 million. Lotteries are a ridiculous 

use of money, but excitable people still buy tickets 

foolishly hoping that they will beat the odds. 
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So, what are the odds of receiving God’s blessing? 

Is it like the lottery, a ridiculous gamble made by 

excitable people? Luke 11:27-28 describes how Jesus 

addresses this question as he interacts with an 

excitable person. It tells us, 

27As he said these things, a woman in the 

crowd raised her voice and said to him, 

“Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the 

breasts at which you nursed!” 28But he said, 

“Blessed rather are those who hear the word 

of God and keep it!” 

One of the positive consequences of God’s truth is 

that everyone who hears it has the opportunity to 

receive his blessing, but many people do not 

understand this. The woman in this passage seems to 

think of God’s blessing like a lottery. She is probably 

one of the people mentioned in verse 14 who marvels 

at Jesus casting out the demon. She witnesses this 

confirmation that he is the promised Messiah. She 

hears his refutation of his critics in verses 17-22 and his 

call for people to join him and gather others in verses 

23-26. But rather than responding with a personal 

commitment to him, she just excitedly cries out that his 

mother is blessed. Of all the women throughout 
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history, she alone won the divine lottery and was 

chosen to give birth to the Messiah. 

It is certainly true that Mary was blessed to be 

chosen for that unique role, but why does the woman 

say this? Is she envious, wishing that she had received 

that blessing instead? Does she think that honoring 

Mary will help her gain some kind of blessing from 

Jesus? Over the centuries, many people have taken that 

view. If it were true, Jesus could confirm it at this 

moment, but he does not. Perhaps the best explanation 

is that she is just excited. She acknowledges the truth 

that Jesus is the Messiah but does not see any practical 

consequences for her life. 

Her response is shallow, but at least it is positive. 

Most of us would be satisfied with such affirmation, but 

Jesus is not. He contends for the truth by graciously 

challenging her to respond on a personal level. He says, 

“Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and 

keep it!” It’s not a lottery. She and anyone else can be 

blessed by hearing God’s word and keeping it. 

So, what does it mean to keep his word? The New 

American Standard Bible says observe, and the New 

International Version says obey, but in other contexts 
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the word here is translated guard. Jesus uses it this 

way back in verse 21 when he speaks of the strong man 

guarding his palace. So, how does someone guard 

God’s word? This idea is seldom used in the New 

Testament, but it is common in the Old Testament. It 

can be traced all the way back to God’s interaction with 

Abraham in Genesis 17:7-9. God says, 

“And I will establish my covenant between 

me and you and your offspring after you 

throughout their generations for an 

everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to 

your offspring after you. And I will give to 

you and to your offspring after you the land 

of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, 

for an everlasting possession, and I will be 

their God.” And God said to Abraham, “As for 

you, you shall keep my covenant, you and 

your offspring after you throughout their 

generations.” 

A covenant establishes a formal relationship in 

which two parties make mutual promises to one 

another. God graciously initiates this relationship with 

Abraham. He promises to bless him with numerous 

descendants who will receive a land and become a great 

nation. But he also expects Abraham to trust him and 
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to follow certain stipulations. In the verses after these 

in Genesis 17, for instance, God instructs him to 

circumcise all the males in his household. 

Abraham is not just observing or obeying 

commands to satisfy a moral requirement. By trusting 

God and following his instructions, he shows that he 

values this covenant relationship enough to guard it. 

It’s like honoring wedding vows in a marriage. Keeping 

those vows protects the relationship. 

So, Jesus points the woman in our passage back to 

this covenant. She will experience God’s blessing when 

she believes and values this relationship with God 

enough to guard it by following his commands. But 

what does that mean for those of us who are not 

descended from Abraham? Jesus offers us the 

opportunity to share the blessing of this same 

relationship. In Galatians 3:29, Paul says, “And if you 

are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs 

according to promise.” When we receive Jesus as our 

Savior King, trusting God’s word and guarding it, we 

share in this relationship. The truth of God’s Word 

gives us the opportunity to experience God’s blessing.  
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CONSEQUENCE 2:  

THE ACCOUNTABILITY OF OPPORTUNITY 

Parents often use piggy banks to teach children to 

save money. Saving is good, but over time you run into 

a problem. The cost of things keeps going up, so the 

pennies in your piggy bank are worth less and less. That 

money needs to be used to make more money. So, we 

might give our money for a period of time to a bank or 

an investor who promises to pay us interest. Then we 

check up on them and ask them to give us an account 

of how they have used the opportunity of managing our 

money. 
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God’s truth is like money. Whenever you receive an 

opportunity to hear it, he is making a deposit and he 

expects you to use it in a profitable way. Ultimately, he 

will ask you to give an account of what you have done 

with it. On the positive side, God’s truth gives us the 

opportunity of blessing. But the potentially negative 

consequence is that God’s truth entails the 

accountability of opportunity. 

Jesus makes this point as he responds to the people 

who have asked him to perform another sign. They just 

had the opportunity to see him cast out a demon, but 

they are not putting the truth of that miracle to good 

use. So, in Luke 11:29-32 Jesus gives them a lesson 

about accountability. It tells us, 

29When the crowds were increasing, he 

began to say, “This generation is an evil 

generation. It seeks for a sign, but no sign 

will be given to it except the sign of Jonah. 
30For as Jonah became a sign to the people of 

Nineveh, so will the Son of Man be to this 

generation. 31The queen of the South will rise 

up at the judgment with the men of this 

generation and condemn them, for she came 

from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom 

of Solomon, and behold, something greater 

than Solomon is here. 32The men of Nineveh 
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will rise up at the judgment with this 

generation and condemn it, for they 

repented at the preaching of Jonah, and 

behold, something greater than Jonah is 

here.” 

Many people reject any idea of a judgment day. 

They consider it too frightening. They prefer to think of 

God exclusively in terms of love and acceptance, and 

they assume that Jesus must agree with them. But as 

you read the Gospels, you find that Jesus speaks of 

judgment often. He does not do so out of hate but love. 

He cares enough to declare the hard truth about what 

is coming. We may not want to hear it, but he lovingly 

contends for our souls.  

Here Jesus refers to two occasions recorded in the 

Old Testament when people seized an opportunity to 

respond to God’s truth. First, he mentions the people 

of Nineveh, the capital city of the Assyrian Empire. 

They were enemies of Israel who ultimately conquered 

the Northern Kingdom in 722 B.C. But many years 

before that, God calls the Prophet Jonah to go to the 

city and warn them of his judgment. Jonah does not 

want to give them the opportunity to hear the truth, so 

he heads in the opposite direction, sailing west on the 
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Mediterranean to Tarshish. When the ship encounters 

a terrible storm, Jonah tells the sailors to cast him into 

the sea. He would rather die than go to Nineveh, but 

God sends a great fish to swallow him and deliver him 

to dry land three days later. Jonah is still reluctant, but 

he goes to the city to preach, and the people seize the 

opportunity to repent. 

Jesus uses the example of Jonah on several 

occasions to refute those asking for a sign. He says that 

Jonah himself became a sign to the people of Nineveh, 

and something similar will happen to him. In Matthew 

12:40, he explains this idea by saying, “For just as 

Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of 

the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and 

three nights in the heart of the earth.” Any observer 

would have said that Jonah had died, yet he 

miraculously survives to preach in Nineveh. The people 

take that miracle as confirmation that Jonah is 

speaking God’s truth.  

Jesus says that the people of Nineveh will condemn 

the Jews of his generation. They don’t have a run of the 

mill prophet speaking to them. It is Jesus, the Son of 

Man, and he will become a far greater sign than Jonah. 
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He will be put to death and buried, but will rise again 

after three days. His generation will have a far greater 

opportunity than the people of Nineveh had, and they 

will be held accountable if they pass it up. 

In Luke 11:31, Jesus mentions another occasion 

when someone seized the opportunity to respond to 

God’s truth. He speaks of the queen of the South who 

came from the ends of the earth to hear Solomon. This 

story is recorded in both 1 Kings 10 and 2 Chronicles 9. 

No one sought out this powerful woman to preach the 

truth to her. She took the initiative to travel to 

Jerusalem to seek God’s wisdom. 1 Kings 10:9 tells us 

that she responded by worshiping the Lord. She says, 

Blessed be the LORD your God, who has 

delighted in you and set you on the throne of 

Israel! Because the LORD loved Israel 

forever, he has made you king, that you may 

execute justice and righteousness. 

As magnificent as it would be to have a personal 

interview with the author of the Proverbs, it cannot 

compare with hearing from Jesus. Solomon received 

wisdom from God, but Jesus is wisdom personified. In 

1 Corinthians 1:22-24, Paul describes him by saying, 
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For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek 

wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a 

stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 

but to those who are called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God. 

The people of Nineveh and the queen of the South 

will condemn the Jews who heard Jesus. What would 

they say about you? You have not personally seen Jesus 

healing or casting out demons, but you have access to 

the complete testimony of the Old Testament prophets 

and the New Testament apostles. You probably have at 

least one if not several copies of the Bible in your own 

language. You have easy access to Bible teaching 

churches and countless other helpful resources. As a 

consequence, God will ask you to give an account of 

how you have used your opportunity to hear his truth.  
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CONSEQUENCE 3:  

THE BLESSING OF ENLIGHTENMENT 

We keep finding easier ways to generate light. 

Before electricity became widespread, cities used gas 

lamps. Of course, the most recent development is white 

LEDs that are inexpensive to operate. Some people 

assumed that as cities began to install LED street 

lights, their utility costs would decrease. But instead, 

many cities are using their savings to add additional 

lights. We always want more light. 

God’s truth is the ultimate light. So, a positive 

consequence of accepting God’s truth is that we receive 

the blessing of enlightenment. Our entire outlook on 
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life can be revolutionized. But unlike physical light, 

people often push God’s light away. 

The doubters that Jesus addresses here in Luke 11 

seem to ask for more light. They want to see another 

sign, but they keep asking because they are closing 

their eyes to truth that has already been revealed to 

them. So, in Luke 11:33-36, Jesus says 

33No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a 

cellar or under a basket, but on a stand, so 

that those who enter may see the light. 34Your 

eye is the lamp of your body. When your eye 

is healthy, your whole body is full of light, but 

when it is bad, your body is full of darkness. 
35Therefore be careful lest the light in you be 

darkness. 36If then your whole body is full of 

light, having no part dark, it will be wholly 

bright, as when a lamp with its rays gives you 

light. 

Jesus uses two illustrations. First, he speaks of a 

lamp in verse 33. In those days people used oil lamps, 

and he makes the simple observation that no one who 

goes to the trouble of lighting a lamp hides it away. 

They take full advantage of it to light their home, and 

people should handle God’s truth in the same way. 

Allow it to show you the way things are.  
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That leads to his second illustration: the human 

eye. He pictures the eye as a lamp that shines 

throughout your body. If our eyes are working 

properly, he says that our bodies are full of light. In 

other words, we can move around with full knowledge 

of our environment. But if your eyes are bad, then your 

body is full of darkness. You stumble around and bump 

into things. So, he is simply saying that we need to open 

our eyes to God’s truth.  

Why wouldn’t someone welcome the light of God’s 

truth? Jesus explains in John 3:19-20. He says, 

And this is the judgment: the light has come 

into the world, and people loved the darkness 

rather than the light because their works 

were evil. For everyone who does wicked 

things hates the light and does not come to 

the light, lest his works should be exposed. 

The enlightenment that truth brings can be very 

uncomfortable because it exposes our sins. So, many 

people would rather stay in spiritual darkness. But the 

light makes us uncomfortable in order to heal us. It 

shows us that the things done in the darkness have 

stained us, so that we will recognize our need for 

cleansing.  
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First John 1:7 says, “But if we walk in the light, as 

he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” 

John takes us back to the idea of relationship. We need 

the light of God’s truth to experience fellowship with 

God and with one another. We must open our eyes to 

see our sins. We must seek the cleansing that Jesus 

purchased for us through his death on the cross. 

The blessing of the enlightenment also enables us 

to change. It gives us clarity about right and wrong. It 

helps us see how to live. Paul describes its effect in 

Ephesians 5:8-9. He says, “…for at one time you were 

darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 

children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that 

is good and right and true).” If you aspire to be that 

kind of person—good, right, and true—it will never 

happen apart from God’s truth. You need the blessing 

of enlightenment. 

CONCLUSION 

Jesus makes it clear that God’s truth has 

consequences. First, it gives us the opportunity of 

experiencing his blessing. Second, it entails the 
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accountability for that opportunity that will come 

about on the day of judgment. Third, it leads us to the 

blessing of enlightenment that saves and transforms 

us. 

What is your response to him today? Are you ready 

to begin keeping God’s word in that covenant 

relationship? Believe in Jesus and commit yourself to 

following him. If you’re still trying to understand, then 

be like the queen Jesus mentioned. Pursue God’s 

wisdom and truth. Read the Bible. You may want to 

read the whole story about Jonah and the people of 

Nineveh. It’s found in the short Old Testament book 

that bears his name.  

If you have accepted God’s truth, are you walking in 

the light? Are there some dark deeds that you need to 

put aside? Don’t delay. Repent and follow the clear 

direction we have in God’s word. If you see his light, 

would you share it with someone. Follow Christ’s 

example in contending for the truth. 

May the light of Christ shine in and through us! 
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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

1. On which consequence do you tend to focus most? 

Why? 

 

 

 

2. Which consequence are you most tempted to 

ignore? How could this negatively affect your faith? 

 

 

 

3. How does understanding these consequences help 

us share God’s truth? 
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CHAPTER 3 
EXPOSING RELIGIOUS HYPOCRISY 

(LUKE 11:37-54) 

We like stories with obvious villains. They exude 

evil in everything they do. They wear black not white, 

and they can’t blend in with normal people unless they 

wear a disguise. They have a natural scowl, and if they 

smile, it’s obviously malicious. Some actors cannot 

even be cast in any role other than the villain, because 

they just have that look. We cannot wait to see how they 

will be defeated.  

So, when we read about the life of Jesus, we peg the 

Pharisees as the villains. They question him, accuse 
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him, and mock him. They are the driving force behind 

his crucifixion. How could they be anything other than 

pure evil? They are hypocrites, villains with a religious 

disguise. We love those moments when Jesus puts 

them in their place. 

But there are problems with vilifying the Pharisees. 

Historically, their movement was driven by an 

admirable desire to stay true to God’s word while many 

of their countrymen abandoned it. Throughout Jesus’ 

ministry, Pharisees keep inviting him over to their 

homes for meals, and he accepts. He does not hesitate 

to speak strong words to them, exposing their 

hypocrisy. But he does so to warn them and plead with 

them, not to reject them. He contends for their hearts. 

If we only think of the Pharisees as villains, we will 

never learn from them. We need to realize that they are 

people like us. We may have a different view of Jesus 

and his gospel, but we are still susceptible to the same 

temptations. We need to examine our hearts as we hear 

how Jesus exposes their hypocrisy. 

Our study of Luke’s Gospel brings us to one of these 

conversations. In Luke 11:37-54, Jesus reveals six ways 

that hypocrisy distorts genuine faith. I encourage you 
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to search your heart to see whether you have 

succumbed to these distortions. 
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DISTORTION 1: 

CLEANING THE OUTSIDE NOT THE INSIDE 

One of the first lessons of married life is that there 

is no universal standard of cleanliness. No one includes 

the subject in premarital counseling, but they probably 

should. Couples quickly discover that they were raised 

with completely different ideas about how to clean and 

who should do it. There are certainly more important 

issues, but this one can be contentious. 

Perhaps it should not surprise us, then, that 

washing comes up as a point of contention between 

Jesus and the Pharisee who is hosting him. The 

Pharisees were obsessed with following certain rituals 
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in washing before meals. It was not just a matter of 

cleanliness, but of maintaining ceremonial purity 

before God so that they could participate in other 

Jewish rituals of worship. But the Pharisees were 

missing the point.  

Jesus uses this issue to show that hypocrisy distorts 

genuine faith by cleaning the outside not the inside. 

Luke 11:37-40 tells us, 

37While Jesus was speaking, a Pharisee asked 

him to dine with him, so he went in and 

reclined at table. 38The Pharisee was 

astonished to see that he did not first wash 

before dinner. 39And the Lord said to him, 

“Now you Pharisees cleanse the outside of 

the cup and of the dish, but inside you are full 

of greed and wickedness. 40You fools! Did not 

he who made the outside make the inside 

also?” 

The Book of Leviticus includes commands about 

avoiding contact with things that make someone 

ceremonially unclean—things like dead bodies or 

bodily discharges. But washing alone was never the 

answer. In most cases, a sacrifice of atonement was 

required. God was not just concerned about hygiene. I 

think he gave them these commandments to show that 
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we live in a fallen world. Ceremonial uncleanness is just 

a symptom of the sin that is already present in our 

hearts. 

Jesus makes this point clear for his disciples after 

another conversation he had with some Pharisees 

about this issue. Mark 7:20-22 tells us,  

And he said, “What comes out of a person is 

what defiles him. For from within, out of the 

heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual 

immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 

coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, 

envy, slander, pride, foolishness.” 

The Pharisees assumed that they were honoring 

God by focusing on the outside, but they were ignoring 

these heart issues. From God’s perspective, they were 

like a cup or dish polished on the outside but filled with 

something rotten. As followers of Christ, we can 

succumb to the same distortion. We can focus on 

external behaviors like dress, entertainment, smoking 

or drinking, while we ignore the heart. We do n0t arrive 

at holiness by cleaning up our behavior. We are only 

cleansed from our sins through the sacrificial death of 

Jesus. Once we have been cleansed, we must then seek 
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to be transformed internally day by day through the 

work of the Holy Spirit.   
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DISTORTION 2: 

GIVING SUPERFICIALLY NOT SACRIFICIALLY 

Restaurants used to put a sprig of parsley on a plate 

along with your meal. Apparently, the goal was to 

create a more visually appealing plate. But why not just 

make the food itself more appealing? It was a 

superficial effort. A sprig of parsley may be easy to slap 

on a plate, but it never helped a greasy hamburger. I 

doubt anyone ate it or complained when restaurants 

stopped using it. 

We can also make similarly superficial efforts in 

living out our faith. Walking with Christ day by day can 

be challenging. So, we look for a shortcut. We would 
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rather deal with external sin rather than internal, and 

we would rather give ourselves to God superficially 

rather than sacrificially. Jesus exposes this distortion 

in Luke 11:41-42. He says, 

41But give as alms those things that are 

within, and behold, everything is clean for 

you. 42But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe 

mint and rue and every herb, and neglect 

justice and the love of God. These you ought 

to have done, without neglecting the others. 

The Old Testament Law stipulated that the people 

of Israel were to give a tithe, a tenth of their produce—

meat, grain, fruit, or vegetables. It was essentially a 

national income tax. Jesus says the Pharisees are so 

scrupulous about it that they even measure out a tenth 

of their garden herbs, but they are missing the heart 

behind it. 

Deuteronomy 26:11-13 describes tithing by saying, 

And you shall rejoice in all the good that the 

LORD your God has given to you and to your 

house, you, and the Levite, and the sojourner 

who is among you. When you have finished 

paying all the tithe of your produce in the 

third year, which is the year of tithing, giving 

it to the Levite, the sojourner, the fatherless, 
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and the widow, so that they may eat within 

your towns and be filled, then you shall say 

before the LORD your God, “I have removed 

the sacred portion out of my house, and 

moreover, I have given it to the Levite, the 

sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, 

according to all your commandment that you 

have commanded me. I have not 

transgressed any of your commandments, 

nor have I forgotten them.” 

These verses show three reasons that God 

commanded the people of Israel to tithe. First, it was a 

joyful acknowledgment that everything they have is 

provided by God. Next, it was a practical way to provide 

for the Levites who functioned as civil servants and for 

needy people throughout their country. Finally, it was 

a way to express their commitment to sacrificially 

obeying the Lord. They were to give him the firstfruits 

before the rest of the crop had even been harvested. So, 

when the Pharisees tithe fastidiously, but fail to show 

justice or love for those in need they are missing the 

point. They were serving God a plate with a sprig of 

parsley but no food. 

Since Christians are not under the governmental 

system of Old Testament Israel, the command to tithe 
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does not apply directly to us. But there are still 

important principles to learn. Many people assume 

that giving money to a church will gain them favor with 

God. But Jesus says we are to give as alms the things 

within. God wants your whole heart. He wants you to 

celebrate his provision and show sacrificial generosity 

to carry on his work and to help those in need.  
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DISTORTION 3: 

SERVING SELF NOT OTHERS 

If you and a friend happen to find yourself in the 

woods at night with only one flashlight, it will be used 

in one of two ways. A kind, thoughtful person will shine 

the light on the ground in front of you, so that you don’t 

trip over anything. But others cannot resist the 

temptation to turn the light on themselves. They hold 

it by their chin and shine it up so that it makes those 

hideously unnatural shadows. They might even moan 

or yell to try to scare you.  

Hypocrites don’t intend to scare you, but they do 

love to shine the light on themselves. They want to be 
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the center of attention. They distort genuine faith by 

serving self not others. They want to impress people, 

but Jesus points out that the effect of this behavior is 

still frightening. Luke 11:43-44 tells us that he says, 

43Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best 

seat in the synagogues and greetings in the 

marketplaces. 44Woe to you! For you are like 

unmarked graves, and people walk over them 

without knowing it. 

We are all susceptible to this temptation. It feels 

good to be known, respected, and influential. It can be 

difficult to achieve that status at work, so people seek it 

in a religious group. Jesus warns people about this 

problem in his Sermon on the Mount. Matthew 6:1 tells 

us that he says, “Beware of practicing your 

righteousness before other people in order to be seen 

by them, for then you will have no reward from your 

Father who is in heaven.” 

It is possible to do religious things for completely 

selfish reasons. When this is our motivation, we are not 

honoring God. These selfish actions also have a 

negative effect on those around us. Jesus likens it to 

walking over an unmarked grave. According to Old 

Testament Law, this would make a person 
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ceremonially unclean for seven days (Num 19:16). 

Rather than pointing someone toward true 

righteousness, those who engage in this sinful 

attention-seeking behavior are enticing others to 

follow their example of selfishness. 

What are you doing with God’s light? Are you 

always shining it on yourself and trying to impress 

someone? Do you serve God even when no one is 

watching? Are you humbly serving others? 
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DISTORTION 4: 

TEACHING TO BURDEN NOT HELP 

An old saying tells us two ways to get an animal to 

move: the carrot or the stick. The carrot is something 

the animal wants. It’s hungry, and the carrot will meet 

that need. So, when it’s dangled before its face, it moves 

forward to get it. But the stick is applied to the animal’s 

hindquarters. It causes pain that the animal wants to 

escape, and the animal keeps moving out of fear that it 

will feel that pain again.  

The carrot and the stick represent two entirely 

different approaches to influencing people. We find 

them used at work, school, home, and even church. We 
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either motivate others with the hope of something good 

or the fear of something bad. Jesus relies on one 

approach, but the Pharisees use the other. In Luke 

11:45-46 he accuses them of distorting genuine faith by 

teaching in a way that burdens rather than helps 

people. Luke tells us, 

45One of the lawyers answered him, 

“Teacher, in saying these things you insult us 

also.” 46And he said, “Woe to you lawyers 

also! For you load people with burdens hard 

to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the 

burdens with one of your fingers.” 

The Pharisees were a lay movement. Most of them 

worked other jobs, but this Pharisee is a lawyer. He has 

devoted his life to copying, studying, and teaching the 

Old Testament. Though the Old Testament points 

forward to the hope of salvation, that idea was not the 

main emphasis of this man’s teaching. Jesus says that 

he loads people with burdens. I suspect that he relied 

upon guilt and shame to motivate, pointing out all the 

ways that people fall short of God’s commands. He 

used God’s word as a stick. 

Jesus does not hesitate to confront sin, but he 

always does so with the gospel in view. He brings the 
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good news of hope and salvation. We can be forgiven 

and transformed through faith in him. We hear his 

emphasis in Matthew 11:28-30. He says,  

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy 

laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 

upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle 

and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 

your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light. 

Has your spiritual life been driven by guilt, shame, 

and fear? Sadly, many churches succumb to this 

distortion, but that is a recipe for hypocrisy. Those 

motivations do not reflect the gospel of Jesus. You do 

not have to live under that burden, and you should not 

lay it upon anyone else. We help people by teaching 

them of God’s saving grace. 

  



CHRIST THE CONTENDER 

— 62 — 

DISTORTION 5: 

REPEATING HISTORY NOT REPENTING 

Young kids love carousels. All its lights, horses, and 

music are mesmerizing. Kids will ride them over and 

over. But as they mature, they want to move on to 

something different, something better. 

When we study history, we find that it tends to be 

cyclical. The same patterns occur again and again. You 

would think that humanity would mature and move 

forward, but it does not really happen. There is a 

hypocrisy in retelling history and even celebrating it, 

but never learning from it, particularly with biblical 

history. The stories of the Old Testament should lead 
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us to repent and break free from the sinful cycles of 

previous generations.  

In Luke 11:47-51, Jesus exposes this distortion in 

the Pharisees and their lawyers. He says, 

47Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the 

prophets whom your fathers killed. 48So you 

are witnesses and you consent to the deeds of 

your fathers, for they killed them, and you 

build their tombs. 49Therefore also the 

Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send them 

prophets and apostles, some of whom they 

will kill and persecute,’ 50so that the blood of 

all the prophets, shed from the foundation of 

the world, may be charged against this 

generation, 51from the blood of Abel to the 

blood of Zechariah, who perished between 

the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it 

will be required of this generation. 

When we read through the Bible, we find that those 

who speak for God often face persecution. It can be 

traced all the way back to Cain and Abel, the sons of 

Adam and Eve. The Pharisees honor these prophets, 

maintain their tombs, and tell their stories, but Jesus 

knows what is coming. Within a few months of this 

conversation, they will play a major role in 

orchestrating his crucifixion. Rather than learning 
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from their ancestors, they were falling into the same 

hateful attitudes. Their knowledge of those biblical 

stories gave them countless opportunities to repent, 

but they would not. Because they were carrying on the 

tradition of persecution, God holds them responsible 

for all that came before. 

As we learn biblical history, we must respond to it. 

In 1 Corinthians 10, Paul talks about the people of 

Israel complaining and falling into idolatry in the 

wilderness after the Exodus. In verse 6, he says, “Now 

these things took place as examples for us, that we 

might not desire evil as they did.” It’s not enough to just 

know and tell the stories. To avoid hypocrisy, we must 

allow them to lead us to repentance. 
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DISTORTION 6: 

STUDYING TO ATTACK NOT APPLY 

It has been said that nothing draws a crowd like a 

fight, and I would add that nothing engages our 

attention like an argument. News media and book 

publishers rely heavily on this idea. They construe 

every current event as part of some great conflict. 

Whether we agree or disagree, this argumentative 

approach grabs our attention. In fact, we will work 

hard to master the most boring subjects, if it helps us 

win a debate with someone. 

As we have seen, biblical truth has often prompted 

conflict throughout history. There are times when error 
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must be refuted, but our goal in studying Scripture 

must always be to grow in personal holiness and 

spiritual maturity not to win a fight. Genuine faith will 

be distorted when we study to attack not apply. 

We see this distortion in Luke 11:52-54 as Jesus 

concludes his conversation. Jesus says, “Woe to you 

lawyers! For you have taken away the key of 

knowledge. You did not enter yourselves, and you 

hindered those who were entering.” Then Luke says, 

53As he went away from there, the scribes and 

the Pharisees began to press him hard and to 

provoke him to speak about many things, 
54lying in wait for him, to catch him in 

something he might say. 

Many religious people are known exclusively for 

what they are against, theologically, morally, or 

politically. But knowledge of God’s word is supposed to 

be a key. It opens the way into a relationship with God. 

It shows us what he is like and what he desires of us. 

But that’s not our focus when we want to win an 

argument. The Pharisees were so busy arguing with 

Jesus that they were unable to hear his teaching, and 

the same can happen to us. We end up ignoring 
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personal application. The reality of spiritual growth 

and a relationship with God gets lost. 

Paul warns Timothy about this problem. He calls 

Timothy to refute error, but in 2 Timothy 2:22-23, he 

advises him, 

So flee youthful passions and pursue 

righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along 

with those who call on the Lord from a pure 

heart. Have nothing to do with foolish, 

ignorant controversies; you know that they 

breed quarrels. 

What are you pursuing? Are you trying to win 

arguments or to live a life of righteousness, faith, love, 

and peace? 

CONCLUSION 

Luke records this conversation for us, because we 

need to root out the hypocrisy in our lives. Focus on 

purity of heart. Give sacrificially with a concern for true 

justice. Serve God and others without seeking to be the 

center of attention. Live a life that is motivated by the 

good news of the grace of God, and share that good 

news with others. Learn from the past. Don’t assume 

that we are immune to the temptations of previous 
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generations. Finally, study God’s word to apply it in 

your relationship with him.  

There are a lot of people who use the hypocrisy of 

Christians as a reason to reject Christ. If that is the case 

with you, I encourage you to consider the picture of 

genuine faith that Jesus articulates in this passage. 

Don’t let someone else’s hypocritical shortcomings 

stand between you and Jesus. I invite you to start 

believing in him. Perhaps you have considered yourself 

a Christian, but your entire experience of Christianity 

has been shaped by a system of hypocrisy rather than 

grace. I invite you as well. Start believing in Jesus, not 

in your efforts to follow some legalistic system. You 

may want to read Philippians 3 where Paul describes 

his own journey out of legalism. 

If you do believe in Jesus, have you succumbed to 

one of these distortions? We are all tempted by 

hypocrisy. Don’t turn your faith into a game. Repent 

and seek to live a life of genuine faith in Jesus. Believe 

in the grace of God, and show that grace to others. 

May we walk with God in the full light of his saving 

grace! 
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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

1. What impact has the hypocrisy of others had on 

you? 

 

 

 

 

2. In what ways have you succumbed to hypocrisy? 

 

 

 

 

3. What steps could you take to express genuine faith 

in Christ this week? 
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CHAPTER 4 
ESCAPING RELIGIOUS HYPOCRISY 

(LUKE 12:1-12) 

After a week of severe winter weather, bright yellow 

dandelions are a cheery thought. But when springtime 

arrives, most of us will not be pleased to see them 

popping up all over our lawns. They multiply quickly 

with leaves that spread out and keep grass from 

growing. They have deep stubborn roots. If you cut one 

off or try to pull it and the root breaks, the plant will 

spring back to life in a few days. Keeping them out of 

your lawn requires constant effort.  
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Hypocrisy is the dandelion of spiritual life. It pops 

up when we least expect it and quickly multiplies. At a 

glance it may seem like an indication of life, but it 

crowds out genuine spiritual fruit. Its roots dig deep, so 

it’s difficult to remove. Staying free from it requires 

constant effort.  

We have seen that Jesus exposes the religious 

hypocrisy of the Pharisees in Luke 11:37-54. A Pharisee 

invites him over for a meal and is shocked when he 

does not follow their hand-washing ritual. Jesus 

responds by identifying six ways that they distort 

genuine faith. They (1) clean the outside not the inside, 

(2) give superficially not sacrificially, (3) serve self not 

others, (4) teach to burden not help, (5) repeat history 

but do not repent, and (6) study to attack not apply. 

These penetrating observations are intended to open 

the eyes of the Pharisees to what they have become, but 

they only respond with hostility. 

After he leaves the meal and rejoins his disciples, he 

warns them that hypocrisy can also take hold of their 

lives. In Luke 12:1-12, he gives them four directions for 

escaping it. Each direction is both deeply theological 

and intensely practical. To change how we live, we 
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must change how we think. So, I encourage you to 

listen to this passage with a focused mind and a willing 

heart. 
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DIRECTION 1: LIVE WITHOUT SECRETS 

There are no secrets in a fish bowl. Those fish live 

in a completely transparent world without any privacy. 

Of course, they are probably not aware enough to care 

about that, but celebrities often describe their lives this 

way. Everything they do is scrutinized. Some hate it. 

Others tolerate it, but many use it to their own 

advantage. Most of us do not face this kind of scrutiny. 

We value our privacy, but if we’re going to escape 

hypocrisy, we need to live as if we are in a fish bowl 

without any secrets. 

The fact of the matter is that God knows everything 

we say, do, or even think. From his perspective, we 
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might as well be in a fish bowl. But Jesus also claims 

that a time of universal transparency is coming. Luke 

12:1-3 tells us, 

1In the meantime, when so many thousands 

of the people had gathered together that they 

were trampling one another, he began to say 

to his disciples first, “Beware of the leaven of 

the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2Nothing is 

covered up that will not be revealed, or 

hidden that will not be known. 3Therefore 

whatever you have said in the dark shall be 

heard in the light, and what you have 

whispered in private rooms shall be 

proclaimed on the housetops.” 

By this point Jesus and his disciples are celebrities. 

The crowds will continue to build as the time of his 

Triumphal Entry to Jerusalem draws near. But within 

a few days of that event, the Pharisees will persuade the 

people to turn against Jesus. Then his closest disciples 

will go into hiding and pretend that they do not even 

know him. That double life is just as hypocritical as that 

of the Pharisees, so Jesus may give them this warning 

to prepare them for what is coming. 

He describes the hypocrisy of the Pharisees as 

leaven, a substance that causes bread to rise. Today we 
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typically use yeast. The nature of a leavening agent is to 

reproduce and permeate an entire lump of dough. As 

people often do with sourdough bread, it is possible to 

save a pinch of dough from one batch to leaven the next 

one. 

To prepare for the Passover and the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread, Jews would fastidiously clean their 

homes to remove any trace of leaven. The Feast 

commemorates the Exodus when the people of Israel 

left Egypt in such a hurry that they did not have time 

for their bread to rise. So, the Law decreed that anyone 

who ate leaven during the Feast would be cut off from 

Israel (Ex 12:19). But as usual, Jesus is more concerned 

about the heart. It does no good to purge your home of 

leaven, if sin permeates your life. 

When Jesus says that one day every hidden thing 

will be known, some think that he is referring to the day 

of judgment, but he is not that specific. His words read 

like a proverb. He is stating a truth that could have 

either positive or negative implications. On the positive 

side, it presents the encouraging thought that no 

matter how hard people like the Pharisees try to stifle 

the preaching of the gospel, it’s truth will become 
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known. It will be loudly proclaimed far and wide. Paul 

describes this ultimate triumph of God’s truth in 

Philippians 2:9-11 by saying, 

Therefore God has highly exalted him and 

bestowed on him the name that is above 

every name, so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth, and every tongue 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 

of God the Father. 

On the negative side, Christ’s proverbial statement 

about everything being revealed warns us that it is 

impossible to live a double life. You cannot keep your 

commitment to Christ secret from hostile opponents, 

and you cannot keep sinful behavior secret either. 

From this perspective, his words sound similar to what 

Moses said to the two and half tribes that wanted to 

settle in the land east of the Jordan River. When they 

promised to help conquer the rest of the land, Numbers 

32:23 tells us that Moses said, “But if you will not do 

so, behold, you have sinned against the LORD, and be 

sure your sin will find you out.” 
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Don’t deceive yourself into thinking that you can 

live a double life and get away with it. To escape 

hypocrisy you must live like you’re in a fish bowl.   
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DIRECTION 2: FEAR WITHOUT FEAR 

People talk about being “free as a bird.” We envy the 

ability birds have to fly wherever they want. But they 

are also free in another sense. With all their singing, 

they never seem worried or afraid. They don’t live 

double lives to please different flocks of birds. We long 

for that kind of freedom, but the way to find it is not 

what we expect. It’s not found in flying away from all 

our fears, but in finding the right fear. 

In Luke 12:4-7, Jesus directs us to escape hypocrisy 

by fearing God rather than people. He says, 

4I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who 

kill the body, and after that have nothing 
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more that they can do. 5But I will warn you 

whom to fear: fear him who, after he has 

killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I 

tell you, fear him! 6Are not five sparrows sold 

for two pennies? And not one of them is 

forgotten before God. 7Why, even the hairs of 

your head are all numbered. Fear not; you 

are of more value than many sparrows. 

Don’t miss the progression of his thought. Verse 4 

says do not fear. Verse 5 says fear, fear, fear. Then verse 

7 concludes with fear not. The right fear enables us to 

live without fear. 

First, he tells us to not fear people, because the 

worst they can do is kill your body. Many Christians 

throughout history have been put to death for their 

faith. Even today there are many parts of the world 

where believers face this kind of hostility, but most of 

us face lesser forms of opposition. Someone may talk 

behind our backs or openly mock us, yet we are still 

tempted to fear, and we express that fear in one of two 

ways. It drives some Christians to hide their faith and 

blend in with the world by living a double life, but it 

prompts others to become angry. They aggressively 

criticize and even mock their opponents in the world. 

But in Romans 12:14, Paul says, “Bless those who 
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persecute you; bless and do not curse them.” So, both 

responses are hypocritical. 

To escape from the fear of man, we need a greater 

fear. In verse 5 Jesus points us to God’s authority to 

cast people into hell. Every human being has an 

immortal soul. Our bodies may die, but our souls 

continue to exist forever. We will either spend eternity 

enjoying the presence of God in a new heaven and earth 

free from sin and suffering, or we will be sent away 

from his presence to a place of intense suffering. Jesus 

describes it as a place of darkness and eternal fire. 

Since this prospect is so much worse than any 

temporary suffering we may face now, we should fear 

God. 

But Jesus does not want us to live in terror. In 

verses 6 and 7, he gives us the example of sparrows. As 

insignificant as they may seem, God remembers each 

one and provides for them. Matthew 6:26 tells us that 

Jesus says, “Look at the birds of the air: they neither 

sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 

heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value 

than they?” 
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God cares so much for us that Jesus says our hairs 

are numbered. He may have an easier time doing that 

with some of us, but his love for us is still the same. Paul 

celebrates it in Romans 8:34-35 by saying, 

Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one 

who died--more than that, who was raised--

who is at the right hand of God, who indeed 

is interceding for us. Who shall separate us 

from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or danger, or sword? 

Don’t fear what any person may think or do. Fear 

God, and let that fear drive you to trust in the salvation 

that Jesus purchased for us. When you are reconciled 

to God through him, you can experience the freedom of 

fear without fear.  
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DIRECTION 3: CONFESS WITHOUT HESITATION 

A lot of people are passionate about their favorite 

sports team. They don’t hesitate to buy fan gear that is 

ridiculously overpriced. They proudly wear it around 

on game day. Even in a massive stadium surrounded 

by equally passionate and sometimes menacing fans of 

the other team, they do not hold back from cheering. 

They cheer louder in those circumstances. If their team 

loses, they don’t hide or throw away their gear. They 

just keep coming back. 

Eternity is not a game, but there are clear sides. 

Luke 11:23 tells us that he says, “Whoever is not with 

me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me 
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scatters.” How can we be on his side but refuse to wear 

his colors? It is hypocritical to hide our allegiance.  

Jesus directs us to escape hypocrisy by confessing 

our commitment to him without hesitation. Luke 12:8-

10 tells us that he says, 

8And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges 

me before men, the Son of Man also will 

acknowledge before the angels of God, 9but 

the one who denies me before men will be 

denied before the angels of God. 10And 

everyone who speaks a word against the Son 

of Man will be forgiven, but the one who 

blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not 

be forgiven. 

The word acknowledge could also be translated 

confess. To confess your sin is to openly declare that it 

is wrong, accepting the responsibility for what you’ve 

done. To confess Christ is to openly declare your belief 

that he is Lord and Savior, accepting the responsibility 

of following him. In Romans 10:9, Paul says, “If you 

confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe 

in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 

will be saved.” If we openly identify ourselves with him 

now, he will identify himself with us to secure our 
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entrance to eternal life. But if we deny him, he will also 

deny us. 

What does this mean for someone like Peter who 

denied Jesus three times? Jesus answers this question 

in verse 10. People often jump immediately to the 

second clause in the sentence, but we should not skip 

over the good news in the first clause. Those who speak 

a word against the Son of Man can be forgiven. First 

John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 

just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.” This is good news for all of us. 

So, what is this unforgivable sin? What does it mean 

to blaspheme the Holy Spirit? The Gospels of Matthew 

and Mark tell us that Jesus makes a similar statement 

in response to the Pharisees. They see Jesus cast a 

demon out of a man who is mute, but they attribute his 

power to the prince of the demons whom they call 

Beelzebul. It may be the same occasion that we read 

about in Luke 11:14-26. Mark 3:28-30 records a similar 

statement about blasphemy of the Spirit but adds a 

helpful explanatory comment. Mark tells us that Jesus 

says, 
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“Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven 

the children of man, and whatever 

blasphemies they utter, but whoever 

blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has 

forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”—

for they were saying, “He has an unclean 

spirit.” 

So, to blaspheme the Spirit is to claim that the 

miraculous signs performed by Jesus in the power of 

the Spirit were carried out by Satan. It cannot be done 

accidentally. The blasphemy of the Spirit is 

unforgivable because it is a complete repudiation of 

Jesus that defines a person’s life.  

Over the years, I have interacted with several 

people who worried that they might have blasphemed 

the Spirit. Several Bible teachers have said that if you’re 

the least bit concerned about whether you’ve 

committed it, then you haven’t. Even someone like 

Paul who persecuted Christians still found forgiveness 

when he repented and trusted in Christ. You’re never 

so far from Christ, that you cannot turn to him and find 

forgiveness. Confess him without hesitation. 
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DIRECTION 4: TESTIFY WITHOUT WORRY 

Several years ago, I was summoned to report for 

jury duty. On that day a jury was being selected for a 

case that involved drunk driving. One by one potential 

jurors were called forward and sworn in. The 

defendant’s attorney asked people whether they drank 

alcohol. If they said no, he would ask why—health 

reasons, religious conviction, or personal choice. There 

was no drama like you see on a television show. It was 

a boring process but still intimidating when my turn 

came to answer. I can only imagine how intimidating it 

would be to testify as a witness during a trial with 

severe consequences riding on the outcome. 
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In Luke 12:11-12, Jesus tells his disciples that they 

will be called to testify about him in similar settings.  

The prospect of such pressure might persuade some to 

keep their faith secret. So, to escape from that kind of 

hypocrisy, he directs them to testify without worry 

because the Holy Spirit will help them. He says, 

11And when they bring you before the 

synagogues and the rulers and the 

authorities, do not be anxious about how you 

should defend yourself or what you should 

say, 12for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that 

very hour what you ought to say. 

Some people assume that this promise applies only 

to the apostles, but verse 1 does not limit his words to 

them alone. Luke says that he was speaking to his 

disciples. They argue that it contradicts 1 Peter 3:15, 

where Christians are told to prepare to make a defense 

to anyone who asks, but Jesus words here do not forbid 

someone from preparing. He simply gives the 

assurance that they do not need to be anxious. They 

have the Spirit’s help. So, I think this promise applies 

to every Christian. 
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As those who confess Christ, we should always be 

seeking opportunities to tell people his message of 

salvation. In Colossians 4:5-6, Paul tells us, 

Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making 

the best use of the time. Let your speech 

always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so 

that you may know how you ought to answer 

each person.  

You might be tempted to leave that work to the 

professionals, but you do not have that option. We 

cannot be closet Christians. Taking the initiative to 

witness to the saving work of Christ is one of the ways 

that we escape from the double life of hypocrisy. 

How do we prepare? Several people have put 

together helpful evangelism training programs, but at 

the risk of oversimplifying it, I would suggest two ways. 

First, we need to learn the Scripture. In 2 Timothy 3:15, 

Paul says to Timothy, “From childhood you have been 

acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to 

make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 

Jesus.” We need to know the Scripture well enough to 

impart that wisdom to our children and to anyone else 

who has never heard it. The book of Romans is 

particularly helpful in learning the logic of the gospel. 
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The second way to prepare is by praying. Even 

someone as knowledgeable as the Apostle Paul, 

recognized his need for God’s help. In Colossians 4:3-

4, he says, 

At the same time, pray also for us, that God 

may open to us a door for the word, to declare 

the mystery of Christ, on account of which I 

am in prison—that I may make it clear, which 

is how I ought to speak. 

He asked the Colossians to pray for opportunities 

and for clarity. In Ephesians 6:19-20, he asked his 

readers to pray for him to have boldness. We should 

pray this way for ourselves and for one another. We 

may feel intimidated, but we can be confident that the 

Holy Spirit will help us when those opportunities arise. 

CONCLUSION 

We all feel the pull toward a double life, but Jesus 

gives us the way of escape. Live without secrets, fear 

without fear, confess without hesitation, and testify 

without worry. In our culture it’s possible to spend a lot 

of time attending church without ever openly 

confessing Jesus as your Lord. That is not genuine 
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Christianity. Jesus calls us to make our faith public, 

beginning with baptism and continuing in a vocal 

witness for him. If you’ve never done so, I invite you to 

begin confessing Christ today. If you want to 

understand more about the kind of change Christianity 

can make in your life, I would encourage you to read 

Acts 26 where Paul tells the story of how he came to 

believe. 

If you are openly confessing Christ, is there some 

other hypocrisy in your life that you need to address? 

Is there some part of your life that you keep hidden in 

the shadows? End your secrecy. Confess your sins to 

the Lord. You may also need to confess to a fellow 

believer to ask for prayer and encouragement. I’m sure 

all of us can be more diligent in seeking opportunities 

to share God’s forgiveness. I certainly can. Let’s 

prepare ourselves with study and prayer. 

May God help us to be genuine and pure in our 

faith! 
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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

1. What steps could you take to live a more 

transparent life? 

 

 

 

2. In what situations do you tend to fear people rather 

than God? How can you use this passage to prepare 

yourself to handle those situations in the future? 

 

 

 

3. With whom could you share your testimony of faith 

in Christ? 
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CHAPTER 5 
EXPOSING MATERIALISM 

(LUKE 12:13-21) 

For centuries icebergs have threatened seagoing 

vessels. The most famous example is the sinking of the 

supposedly unsinkable Titanic in 1912. Sailors can 

easily spot white chunks of ice against the dark blue 

ocean, but they often underestimate the danger they 

present because ninety percent of an iceberg is hidden 

below the surface. Their massive size is only visible on 

rare days when the waters are still, and the skies are 

clear and sunny. 
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Materialism is like an iceberg. We all recognize it 

and realize that it’s dangerous, but our solutions are 

superficial. Some think that giving a few dollars to a 

worthwhile cause will make up for it. Others look to 

trendy ideas like tiny houses and minimal living. Some 

even insist that governments must step in and regulate 

everything, but none of these approaches take into 

account the deep influence materialism has over our 

entire outlook on life. 

Today our study of Luke’s Gospel brings us to an 

occasion when Jesus addresses materialism. He has 

just finished warning his followers about religious 

hypocrisy, when a man from the crowd starts talking to 

him about a dispute over an inheritance. Luke 12:13-21 

tells us how Jesus takes the opportunity to expose five 

problems with materialism. In verses 22-34 he will tell 

us how to escape these problems, but first we need to 

see how much they distort our thinking. I encourage 

you to examine your heart in the clear light of his 

teaching. 
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PROBLEM 1: RELATIONALLY DEMANDING 

When the stock market is doing well it is often 

called a bull market. Prices are charging upward and 

there is positive momentum. But the bull also seems 

like a fitting symbol for the type of people who make a 

lot of money. They are often intense, aggressive, and 

unstoppable. Those characteristics can be good, but 

they can also become destructive. When your only goal 

is to make money and get ahead, people become a 

means to an end. You use them and cast them aside 

when they no longer serve your purpose. 



CHRIST THE CONTENDER 

— 96 — 

Materialism drives people to be relationally 

demanding, and we see this personality in the man who 

comes to Jesus in Luke 12:13-14. Luke tells us, 

13Someone in the crowd said to him, 

“Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, 

“Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator 

over you?” 

This man has been in the crowd as Jesus has been 

speaking about hypocrisy, but he does not interact with 

Jesus about his teaching. He just waits for his moment 

to speak. He does not ask for advice or make a polite 

request for help. He demands that Jesus intervene in 

his dispute with his brother. He does not offer any 

explanation of the situation. He simply tells him what 

he wants him to do. 

Several Old Testament proverbs expose the 

foolishness of this man’s attitude. In Proverbs 10:8 we 

read, “The wise of heart will receive commandments, 

but a babbling fool will come to ruin.” Proverbs 12:15 

tells us, “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but 

a wise man listens to advice.” Then Proverbs 18:2 says, 

“A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in 

expressing his opinion.” The world celebrates this kind 
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of self-confidence, but the Bible warns us that it is 

dangerous.  

The man who comes to Jesus must not have known 

much about his teaching. His request contradicts what 

Jesus taught in his Sermon on the Mount. There he 

calls his followers to forego their personal rights to 

display radical generosity. Luke 6:29-30 tells us that he 

said,  

To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer 

the other also, and from one who takes away 

your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 

Give to everyone who begs from you, and 

from one who takes away your goods do not 

demand them back. 

Since the man shows no willingness to listen, Jesus 

simply asks him, “Who made me a judge or arbitrator 

over you?” Jesus will be the ultimate judge, but there 

are local officials to handle disputes like this. Of course, 

the man does not want anyone to judge his case. He is 

just trying to get a pronouncement from this popular 

rabbi that he can use against his brother. He is not 

interested in following Jesus. He treats him as a means 

to an end. 
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Are you like this man? Are you the hard charging, 

demanding type of person who refuses to listen to 

anyone? Do you run right over people to accomplish 

your agenda? Are you just using Jesus, or are you 

willing to follow him and learn from him? We will see 

in a moment that even when our goals are not financial, 

this attitude still flows from a materialistic mindset.   
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PROBLEM 2: MORALLY DISOBEDIENT 

When you drive a car, you have a road with clearly 

marked lanes to keep you on course. But the situation 

is far more complicated when sailing a ship over open 

water or flying a plane through the sky. Over time a 

slight deviation can lead you miles off course, and the 

same is true with spiritual life. Giving way to a 

seemingly insignificant desire can lead us far from the 

life that God wants us to live. From its outset, 

materialism is morally disobedient. 

After dealing with the demanding man, Jesus 

continues speaking to his disciples. He does not 

address inheritance law or demanding behavior. He 
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warns them about how our hearts get off course. The 

first part of Luke 12:15 tells us, “And he said to them, 

‘Take care, and be on your guard against all 

covetousness.’” 

Coveting is prohibited by the Tenth Commandment 

recorded in Exodus 20:17. It says, 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; 

you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or 

his male servant, or his female servant, or his 

ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your 

neighbor’s. 

The other nine commandments address observable 

behavior like making an idol, committing murder, or 

stealing. But coveting can be completely private and 

invisible. You can appear externally moral while you 

allow covetousness to fill your heart. 

But coveting eventually leads to other visibly 

immoral behavior. You can link it one way or another 

to every other sin prohibited by the Ten 

Commandments. Why would people engage in 

idolatry?  They think that false religion will get them 

what they covet. Doesn’t adultery begin by coveting 

someone else’s spouse? Why do people lie, steal, or 

murder? They are attempting to get what they covet. 
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James 4:2 makes this connection by saying, “You 

desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and 

cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not 

have, because you do not ask.” 

How do we overcome these covetous desires? We all 

have them, and Jesus says that we must be on guard. 

He uses the same word here that he used in Luke 11:28 

which tells us, “But he said, ‘Blessed rather are those 

who hear the word of God and keep it!’” When we 

examined that verse previously, I explained that 

keeping or guarding God’s word relates to protecting 

our relationship with him. Guarding against coveting is 

part of this process. Covetousness violates our 

relationship with God because it values something 

more than him. 

People often say to follow your heart, but that is not 

biblical advice. Our hearts are often filled with sinful 

desires like coveting, so the Bible teaches us to guard 

our hearts. We must shine the spotlight of God’s word 

on those desires. When we find ones that do not align 

with his commands, then we must repent and shut 

them out. We must confess them to God and ask the 

Holy Spirit to change our hearts to desire what is holy 
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and good. Perhaps the single most powerful thought to 

overcome coveting, is to believe in the goodness and 

sufficiency of God’s provision for us. Jesus will return 

to that thought in the passage we will examine next 

time. For now, we must remember to stay on guard 

against the moral disobedience of materialism.  
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PROBLEM 3: PHILOSOPHICALLY FALSE 

We like to think that seeing is believing, but then we 

go out and watch movies filled with special effects. The 

biggest movies use detailed computer animation to 

make fantasy worlds seem real. But even before 

computers existed, movie makers fooled us with props, 

building facades, and creative camera angles. You 

would think that we would recognize how faulty our 

perception of reality can be, but we continue to trust 

our senses. As a result, we accept a materialistic view 

of the world even though it is philosophically false. 

Thus far I have not defined materialism. We have 

seen that it affects relationships and that it is a result 
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of covetousness, but it is also a philosophical belief that 

Jesus denies in the second part of Luke 12:15. He says, 

“Take care, and be on your guard against all 

covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the 

abundance of his possessions.” 

Materialism is a definition of life. On a scientific 

level, those who hold to materialism deny the existence 

of anything spiritual. They say that the universe and all 

the beings who have ever existed are nothing more 

than matter, a collection of molecules. There is no God, 

no judgment, no afterlife. Nothing is real unless we can 

observe it and measure it. They do not even allow for 

the possibility that something exists beyond our 

perception. They see the facade and conclude that it’s 

all there is. 

So, on a practical level, this philosophical 

materialism leads to the conclusion that life is entirely 

about our physical experience. This definition drives 

some to compete to acquire more stuff than everyone 

else. But others say that life will be better for 

individuals if everyone has an equal amount of stuff. 

Though these views are held by opposite ends of the 

political spectrum, both groups begin with the false 
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assumption that life consists in the abundance of one’s 

possessions. 

The biblical view of life begins with creation. 

Genesis 1:1 says, “In the beginning, God created the 

heavens and the earth.” God is an eternal spiritual 

being with no beginning and no end. In his power, he 

spoke the material universe into existence, but he did 

not then abandon it to evolve on its own. Genesis 2:7 

tells us, “Then the LORD God formed the man of dust 

from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 

breath of life, and the man became a living creature.” 

Life is not merely biological. It is spiritual, powered by 

the breath of God.  

In this fallen world, our biological bodies will die, 

but our souls will continue. So, if life is more than 

matter, then we should live for something more than 

possessions. John 17:3 tells us that Jesus says, “And 

this is eternal life, that they know you the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” Life is 

about coming to know and worship God through faith 

in Jesus Christ. Don’t succumb to any other way of 

thinking. 
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PROBLEM 4: FINANCIALLY SELFISH 

In our society today, we generally do not associate 

barns with great wealth. Most of the barns I see are 

weathered old structures that are barely standing. So, 

as Jesus speaks of barns in this next passage, it might 

help us to think of big storage units or even 

warehouses. He shows another problem with 

materialism. It often leads people to be financially 

selfish. 

Luke 12:16-18 tells us, 

16And he told them a parable, saying, “The 

land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17and 

he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I 
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have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18And he 

said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns 

and build larger ones, and there I will store 

all my grain and my goods.’” 

Even before we reach the climax of the story, the 

point is already becoming clear. In those three brief 

verses the man uses the words I or my nine times. 

There is no mention of gratitude for God’s provision. 

There is no thought of sharing with others.  His 

thoughts are completely occupied with planning how to 

amass and store as much as possible. He has not 

exploited people or acted dishonestly to acquire his 

wealth. He has worked hard, but he is selfish. 

Is it wrong to save for the future? No, several Old 

Testament proverbs commend those who prepare for 

the future. Proverbs 21:5 says, “The plans of the 

diligent lead surely to abundance, but everyone who is 

hasty comes only to poverty.” As an example of this 

wisdom, Proverbs 30:25 points to the ant. It says, “The 

ants are a people not strong, yet they provide their food 

in the summer.” They instinctively work hard to gather 

food when it’s available, so that they have a supply to 

last through the winter. We should follow their 

example in saving for our own financial needs. 
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But the book of Proverbs also emphasizes the 

importance of generosity. Proverbs 11:24 tells us, “One 

gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds 

what he should give, and only suffers want.” How is this 

possible? It does not make sense from a materialistic 

perspective, but it makes perfect sense when you 

accept that God is the one who provides for us. In fact, 

Proverbs 19:17 says, “Whoever is generous to the poor 

lends to the LORD, and he will repay him for his deed.” 

When God provides abundantly for you, he wants to 

work through you to provide for others in need.  

So, how much is enough? What do we really need? 

At what point do we cross from wisely saving into 

selfishly hoarding? In 1 Timothy 6:8, Paul said, “But if 

we have food and clothing, with these we will be 

content.” Once we have provided for our own needs, do 

we need to keep building bigger barns? Don’t succumb 

to the financial selfishness of materialism. 
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PROBLEM 5: SPIRITUALLY FOOLISH 

We all know the story of Cinderella. As her evil 

stepmother and sisters depart for the royal ball, they 

leave her at home with her dress all in tatters. But her 

fairy godmother appears and magically clothes her in a 

luxurious gown. She then transforms a pumpkin into 

an ornate coach for her. But there is a time limit. The 

spell only lasts until the stroke of midnight. At that 

point it all disappears. 

We face a similar time limit. Our wealth will not 

disappear, but we will, and unlike Cinderella we do not 

know when that will happen. We could die at any time, 

but materialism tells us not to worry about it. Get as 
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much as you can in the time you have. But this way of 

thinking is spiritually foolish. Since life is more than 

material existence, physical death is not the end. God 

will hold us accountable for how we have lived and how 

we have used the resources he has given us. 

In Luke 12:19-21, Jesus continues the parable of the 

rich man and his barns. He tells us that the man says, 

19“‘And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have 

ample goods laid up for many years; relax, 

eat, drink, be merry.”’ 20But God said to him, 

‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, 

and the things you have prepared, whose will 

they be?’ 21So is the one who lays up treasure 

for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

It seems ironic to me that this materialistic man 

speaks to his soul. Even today those who deny the 

existence of the soul still crave spiritual experiences. 

They do not seek it in God, but in relaxation, fine food, 

and expensive drink. In the book of Ecclesiastes, King 

Solomon tells of his journey down this path. No 

experience was ever enough. In Ecclesiastes 2:10-11, he 

writes, 

And whatever my eyes desired I did not keep 

from them. I kept my heart from no pleasure, 
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for my heart found pleasure in all my toil, 

and this was my reward for all my toil. Then 

I considered all that my hands had done and 

the toil I had expended in doing it, and 

behold, all was vanity and a striving after 

wind, and there was nothing to be gained 

under the sun. 

In the parable, God calls the man a fool. His entire 

life is wrapped up in material possessions. Just as he 

begins his long-anticipated retirement, his time 

expires. He leaves all his possessions behind and 

stands before God with nothing. He has given no 

thought to his soul. He has not been generous with his 

resources. His covetousness prompted him to hoard up 

everything for himself. He stands condemned before 

God, and there is no second chance.  

None of us know when our time will come, so don’t 

be a fool. Prepare your soul for eternity. John 3:16 tells 

us that Jesus says, “For God so loved the world, that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 

not perish but have eternal life.” To prepare for 

eternity, we must receive the salvation he offers. 
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Possessing eternal life should change how we 

handle wealth. In 1 Timothy 6:17-19, Paul gives us this 

instruction. 

As for the rich in this present age, charge 

them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes 

on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who 

richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 

They are to do good, to be rich in good works, 

to be generous and ready to share, thus 

storing up treasure for themselves as a good 

foundation for the future, so that they may 

take hold of that which is truly life. 

Don’t fall for the foolishness of materialism. Live 

for eternity. Use any wealth that God gives you to meet 

needs and carry out his work of leading others to 

receive eternal life. 
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CONCLUSION 

Materialism has five serious problems. It makes us 

relationally demanding. It is morally disobedient and 

philosophically false. It pushes us to be financially 

selfish. But worst of all, it is spiritually foolish. 

If you have never done so, I encourage you to seek 

salvation in Christ. Begin a relationship of trust in him 

now. Take hold of that which is truly life. To learn more 

about this life and how it shapes our view of wealth, I 

would encourage you to read what Paul has written in 

1 Timothy 6. 

If you have received eternal life, does it shape your 

relationship to wealth? Do you need to repent of 

covetousness? Guard your heart. Don’t let the desire 

for wealth control you.  

Perhaps you need to change how you use the wealth 

that God has given you. What needs to be different? 

Don’t hesitate. Use your wealth to do good. Be 

generous and ready to share. 

May God rescue us from the tyranny of 

materialism! 
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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

1. Who has had the most influence in shaping your 

view of wealth? 

 

 

 

2. What evidence of these problems do you see in your 

life?  

 

 

 

3. How do you need to change your use of wealth? 
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CHAPTER 6 
ESCAPING MATERIALISM 

(LUKE 12:22-34) 

Science fiction writers imagine a time when 

powerful forces will control our entire perception of 

reality. Physical coercion will not be necessary. People 

will believe they have total freedom while their 

perspective is technologically manipulated. Since they 

only see what is allowed, they willingly think, speak, 

and act as directed. It’s the perfect slavery, and it is 

already happening. 

I am no conspiracy theorist. I am not thinking of 

governments, news media, or technology companies. 
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We can trace this manipulation all the way back to the 

serpent in the Garden of Eden. Genesis 3 records how 

he persuades the first man and woman to view life 

apart from God. They ignore his command and begin 

to make decisions on a purely materialistic basis. 

Genesis 3:6 tells us,  

So when the woman saw that the tree was 

good for food, and that it was a delight to the 

eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 

make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, 

and she also gave some to her husband who 

was with her, and he ate. 

They accept the materialistic assumption that life is 

entirely about our physical experience. The serpent 

denies that their actions would have any spiritual 

consequences, and they believe him. They eat of the 

tree, and their perfect fellowship with God is broken. 

He banishes them from the garden, and ever since that 

point this same materialistic worldview has blinded us 

to spiritual realities. 

In Luke 12:13-21, we saw that Jesus exposes five 

problems with materialism. It is relationally 

demanding, morally disobedient, philosophically false, 

financially selfish, and spiritually foolish. As he 
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continues in verses 22-34, he reveals a sixth problem. 

It is frighteningly oppressive. It enslaves us and 

controls us through fear. So, Jesus teaches four 

convictions about God that we must believe to escape 

materialism. These fundamental beliefs help us 

overcome the controlling fear that materialism 

provokes within our hearts. 

In June 2016, I preached a sermon on Ephesians 

4:28 that I titled “Escaping Materialism.” In that verse, 

Paul calls Christians to three actions: stop stealing, 

start working, and start giving. People must recognize 

the need for teaching on this subject, because that 

sermon has become one of the most popular videos on 

the Calvary East YouTube channel. I have chosen to use 

the same title again, because the convictions that Jesus 

describes here in Luke are the foundation for those 

actions in Ephesians. 
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CONVICTION 1: GOD FEEDS 

There are some animals that we love, some that we 

admire, and others that we simply find useful. But then 

there are some that we do not like, and most people 

would probably place ravens and crows in this last 

category. They are scavengers that pick at road kill. 

They are thieves that eat up farmers’ crops. They 

irritate us with their mocking cry. The Old Testament 

Law lists them as unclean and detestable (Lev 11:15).  

In many stories over the centuries, they stand as 

symbols of insanity or death, like the one in Edgar 

Allen Poe’s poem that keeps crying “Nevermore.” 
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Jesus, however, uses ravens to teach us the 

conviction that God feeds us. Luke 12:22-24 tells us, 

22And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I 

tell you, do not be anxious about your life, 

what you will eat, nor about your body, what 

you will put on. 23For life is more than food, 

and the body more than clothing. 24Consider 

the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they 

have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet 

God feeds them. Of how much more value are 

you than the birds!” 

He reasons that if God provides food for an unclean 

bird like the raven, he will certainly provide for us. God 

feeds them and every creature on earth. Unlike the 

raven, we work to cultivate food, but we would not be 

able to do so apart from God’s provision. This 

conviction begins with Genesis 1 and 2, which tells us 

that God created the plants and told the man that he 

could eat from any tree of the garden. In addition to 

creating food, he also sustains the natural processes 

that make it possible for us to grow crops. In Acts 14:17, 

Paul says, “Yet he did not leave himself without 

witness, for he did good by giving you rains from 



CHRIST THE CONTENDER 

— 120 — 

heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with 

food and gladness.” 

But if God cares for us and feeds us, why do people 

face times of famine and starvation? There are several 

answers to this question. In some cases, God provides 

enough food, but people refuse to share it. We live in a 

fallen sinful world marked by selfishness, injustice, 

oppression, theft, and corruption. Other people lack 

food because they refuse to work for it. Proverbs 28:19 

tells us, “Whoever works his land will have plenty of 

bread, but he who follows worthless pursuits will have 

plenty of poverty.” 

Since we live in a fallen world, it is possible that a 

lack of food may occur because of poor weather 

conditions. But there are also times when God uses 

those natural events to discipline people and lead them 

to repentance. This was the case during the Prophet 

Elijah’s ministry when Israel suffered a three-and-a-

half-year drought (1 Kings 17-18; James 5:17). Perhaps 

Jesus has this story in mind as he speaks about the 

ravens. As Elijah hides in the wilderness from King 

Ahab, God sends ravens to bring him bread and meat 
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every morning and evening (1 Kings 17:6). They 

miraculously become servants of God’s provision. 

Of course, materialism denies that God feeds us. It 

sees the natural processes and nothing more. It does 

not allow for any purpose behind drought or famine. 

So, the materialist lives with constant anxiety over the 

food supply. In fact, this fear prompts some to hoard 

food and others to steal it, but Jesus calls his followers 

to trust our Creator. In Luke 11:3, he teaches us to pray, 

“Give us each day our daily bread.” We find peace and 

confidence in relying upon God’s provision. 

But the conviction that God feeds us applies to more 

than bread, vegetables, or meat. In verse 23, Jesus says 

that life is more than food. God is concerned about 

more than simply providing for our physical needs. The 

word life in this verse could also be translated as soul. 

God provides what we need to live forever with him. 

John 6:51 tells us that Jesus says, “I am the living bread 

that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this 

bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give 

for the life of the world is my flesh.” To escape from 

materialism, we must believe that God feeds us.  
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CONVICTION 2: GOD CLOTHES 

Some gardens are carefully planned and diligently 

maintained. People spend fortunes to create these 

elaborate living works of art. They select rare varieties 

of flowers. They create designs with manicured trees 

and shrubs and even add water features. Yet the beauty 

of such gardens is still surpassed by the wildflowers 

that naturally spring up in a grassy field. 

Why would God create something so stunning that 

fades so quickly? Jesus points to wildflowers to 

demonstrate the conviction that God clothes us. Luke 

12:25-28 tells us that he says, 
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25And which of you by being anxious can add 

a single hour to his span of life? 26If then you 

are not able to do as small a thing as that, why 

are you anxious about the rest? 27Consider 

the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor 

spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 

glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28But 

if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in 

the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into 

the oven, how much more will he clothe you, 

O you of little faith! 

Verses 25 and 26 are difficult to interpret. Many 

Bible translations like the English Standard Version 

that I have quoted take them as referring to time. You 

cannot extend your life through anxious effort. This 

reading fits with what Jesus says about the brief 

existence of flowers in a field. But the word translated 

“a single hour” is the Greek term for cubit, a unit of 

measurement equal to the length of someone’s 

forearm. So, the New King James Version translates 

verse 25 by saying, “And which of you by worrying can 

add one cubit to his stature?” In this interpretation, 

Jesus is speaking about someone’s appearance. The 

problem with this view is that adding 18 inches to your 

height is no small thing. Nevertheless, the primary 
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focus of verses 27 and 28 is appearance, so perhaps 

Jesus is being sarcastic. 

We also cannot say for certain what flowers Jesus 

has in mind, but his point is that they are beautiful. 

King Solomon was one of the richest men who has ever 

lived. But his wardrobe could not compare with the 

glory of colorful flowers in a field. Scientific 

materialism tells us that those flowers evolved to be 

colorful through natural selection. They attracted more 

bees and thus spread more pollen. This materialistic 

definition of beauty is strictly utilitarian. But if we 

believe in a Creator God, then we must acknowledge 

that he delights to create exquisitely beautiful things, 

even when they only last a few days. 

So, Jesus reasons that if God is that concerned 

about the appearance of flowers, then he will at least 

ensure that we have clothing to wear. We could raise 

the same question that we did about God feeding us. 

People lack clothing for the same reasons that they lack 

food: injustice, an unwillingness to work, the hardship 

of living in a fallen world, or perhaps the disciplinary 

action of God. But, do you think of clothing as part of 

God’s provision? Even when you have it, do you worry 
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about it? I think we have a harder time remembering 

to trust God with our clothing than we do with our food. 

Again, we must refer to verse 23 where Jesus says 

the body is more than clothing. When God created 

Adam and Eve they lived in a garden without clothing, 

yet they had no fear. After they sinned, they became 

ashamed of their nakedness and sewed leaves together 

to cover themselves, but it was not sufficient. They 

needed to be clothed by God. Genesis 3:21 tells us, “And 

the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife 

garments of skins and clothed them.” 

Animals must have been sacrificed to provide those 

skins. In the same way, we also need a sacrifice, if we 

are to be properly clothed for eternity. We find that 

clothing in Christ. In Galatians 3:27, Paul says, “For as 

many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 

Christ.” When we believe in Jesus, he saves us by 

cleansing us and clothing us in his righteousness. The 

prophet Isaiah uses similar imagery to celebrate 

salvation in Isaiah 61:10, where he says,  

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul 

shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me 

with the garments of salvation; he has 

covered me with the robe of righteousness, as 
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a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with 

a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns 

herself with her jewels. 

God gives us more than coverings for our bodies. He 

transforms us, so that we can enter his presence. To 

escape from materialism, we must believe that God 

clothes us.  
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CONVICTION 3: GOD KNOWS 

People build strong connections with their pets. 

When you care for them and provide for them over time 

you pick up on all their habits and mannerisms. You 

know when they are hungry or hurting. You know when 

they want attention and when they are acting 

mischievously. Apparently, shepherds develop a 

similar connection with their flock of sheep, because 

Jesus uses this picture to illustrate the conviction that 

God knows. 

Luke 12:29-32 tells us that he says, 

29And do not seek what you are to eat and 

what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30For 
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all the nations of the world seek after these 

things, and your Father knows that you need 

them. 31Instead, seek his kingdom, and these 

things will be added to you. 32Fear not, little 

flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to 

give you the kingdom. 

Shepherding a flock and ruling a kingdom may 

seem radically different, but the story of King David 

connects these occupations. As the youngest boy in his 

family, David was given the responsibility of tending 

the sheep. In 1 Samuel 17, his oldest brother, Eliab, 

mocks him for it, but David presents it as proof that he 

is ready to fight the giant, Goliath. Later God himself 

uses the same connection in calling David to serve as 

king. Second Samuel 5:2 tells us that the tribes of Israel 

come to David and say, 

“In times past, when Saul was king over us, it 

was you who led out and brought in Israel. 

And the LORD said to you, ‘You shall be 

shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall 

be prince over Israel.’” 

David’s experience leading a flock and caring for 

their needs prepared him to lead and care for the 

people of Israel as their king. But it also gave him 
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insight about how God relates to us. In Psalm 23, he 

wrote, 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures. He 

leads me beside still waters. He restores my 

soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness 

for his name's sake. Even though I walk 

through the valley of the shadow of death, I 

will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod 

and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare 

a table before me in the presence of my 

enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my 

cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy 

shall follow me all the days of my life, and I 

shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

Here in Luke 12 Jesus says that the unbelieving 

nations of the world devote themselves to seeking food 

and drink. They are consumed with pursuing material 

needs, but those who follow Christ do not need to 

worry. We do not need to fear, because we have a 

shepherd who knows our every need. He feeds and 

clothes us. He walks through the valley of the shadow 

of death with us and comforts us on the way to our 

eternal home. 
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Where is that home? It is in the kingdom that Jesus 

will establish. Ultimately, we will arrive in a new 

heaven and earth centered around the throne of God. 

Revelation 22:3-5 describes it by saying, 

No longer will there be anything accursed, 

but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be 

in it, and his servants will worship him. They 

will see his face, and his name will be on their 

foreheads. And night will be no more. They 

will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord 

God will be their light, and they will reign 

forever and ever. 

Every righteous longing that we experience will be 

fulfilled in this kingdom that God has planned for us. 

He knows exactly what we need, and he, as our 

Shepherd King, is leading us toward it. So, rather than 

seeking to fulfill our material needs here and now, we 

should wholeheartedly pursue that kingdom. Hope for 

it. Pray for it. Prepare for it. Tell others about it. But 

this pursuit begins with believing that God knows. 
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CONVICTION 4: GOD GIVES 

There are some beautiful species of moths that are 

as colorful as butterflies. But those are not the ones that 

come to mind for most of us. We think of the colorless 

moths that sneak into our homes on a summer night 

and startle us. They can be a major problem if you have 

clothing stored away that is made from wool rather 

than cotton or modern synthetic fabrics. They lay their 

eggs in woolen fabrics, so that the larva can eat them 

when they hatch, leaving holes in your expensive 

sweaters. 

Jesus uses moths and thieves as a vivid picture of 

what can happen to earthly possessions. So, instead of 
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hoarding material things, he teaches us to hold the 

conviction that God gives us the true treasure that lasts 

forever. Luke 12:32-34 tells us that he says, 

32Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's 

good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell 

your possessions, and give to the needy. 

Provide yourselves with moneybags that do 

not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens 

that does not fail, where no thief approaches 

and no moth destroys. 34For where your 

treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

When read apart from this context, verse 33 can 

easily be misinterpreted. It sounds as if giving to those 

in need earns you treasure in heaven. Jesus seems to 

reinforce this view in Matthew 6:20 where he says, 

“But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 

not break in and steal.” We might envision in it like 

transferring money from earth to heaven. But this 

understanding confuses the cause and the effect. 

Selling possessions and giving to those in need is not 

the source of heavenly treasure. 

The expression of such generosity is a result or a 

response to God giving us the kingdom as Jesus says in 
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verse 32. Having a place in God’s kingdom is the 

greatest treasure that we could ever receive, and Jesus 

says that we receive it according to God’s good 

pleasure. We do not deserve it in any way, far from it! 

We only receive it by the grace of God. In Romans 3:23-

24, Paul explains God’s grace by saying, “For all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are 

justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus.” In 2 Corinthians 8:9, he even 

uses financial terms to describe salvation. He says, “For 

you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, 

so that you by his poverty might become rich.” 

So, how do we provide ourselves with moneybags 

that do not grow old? How do we lay up treasure in 

heaven? We believe that God gives. We accept the 

treasure of eternal life that Jesus purchased for us by 

leaving the glory of heaven and coming to earth to die 

for our sins. When our hearts are fixed on pursuing the 

kingdom, we will hold lightly to our earthly 

possessions. We will celebrate the priceless inheritance 

of God’s kingdom by meeting the needs of others. In 2 

Corinthians 9:11, Paul explains, “You will be enriched 
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in every way to be generous in every way, which 

through us will produce thanksgiving to God.” 

Why would we store up things that can be stolen by 

thieves or eaten by moths? To escape from materialism 

we must be so confident in the God who gives, that we 

are willing to reflect his grace in how we give to others 

in need. 

CONCLUSION 

Our escape from materialism begins with coming to 

know God. To overcome our anxiety about fulfilling our 

material needs we must embrace these four 

convictions. He feeds us with both our daily bread and 

the bread of eternal life. He clothes us to cover our 

bodies now and our sin with Christ’s righteousness 

forever. As our caring shepherd king, he knows what 

we need to survive in this fallen world and to enter his 

everlasting kingdom. Finally, he gives us the 

imperishable treasure of salvation by his grace, and he 

wants us to respond by graciously giving our own 

possessions to meet the material needs of others. 

Are you seeking the kingdom of God? Do you have 

the hope of eternal life? If not, I invite you to begin 
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today. Believe in God and in his Son Jesus Christ. 

Receive this treasure of eternal salvation. If you are still 

trying to understand the idea of God’s kingdom, I 

encourage you to read Revelation 21-22. At some point, 

Christ will return to fulfill this amazing hope, but you 

need to prepare for it by following him and seeking his 

kingdom. 

Perhaps you are seeking the kingdom, but you have 

succumbed to the temptation to anxiety. Are you 

clinging to earthly possessions? Would you renew your 

trust in God for all your needs? Would you give to those 

in need and tell them about God’s kingdom? 

May God help us overcome the controlling power of 

materialism! 
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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

1. How does materialism tempt you to fear? 

 

 

 

2. Which of these convictions has been (or, will be) 

most helpful to you in escaping materialism? Why? 

 

 

 

3. What can you do this week to focus on seeking 

God’s kingdom? 
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CHAPTER 7 
REASONS TO BE READY 

FOR CHRIST’S RETURN 
(LUKE 12:35-48) 

Our impatience may be one of the most influential 

factors shaping our culture. We see it in shopping. 

Retailers compete to see who can deliver our orders 

fastest. We see it in entertainment. No one wants to 

wait a whole week for a new episode of your favorite 

television show, so online streaming services allow you 

to binge watch one episode after another without any 

delay. We see it in communication. We have moved 

from letters to emails to text messages. Some of us even 
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get offended, if people do not respond immediately. We 

hate waiting.  

But waiting is an essential part of New Testament 

Christianity. In Titus 2:11-13, the Apostle Paul sums up 

the life of a Christian believer by saying, 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 

salvation for all people, training us to 

renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, 

and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly 

lives in the present age, waiting for our 

blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of 

our great God and Savior Jesus Christ. 

In Luke 12:31 we learned that Jesus wants all of us 

who follow him to seek God’s kingdom rather than 

simply fulfilling our material needs. From other 

discussions with his disciples, we learn that they expect 

his kingdom to come at any moment. They want him to 

exert his power to overthrow the Roman Empire, but 

in Luke 12:35-48 he reveals that they must wait. In fact, 

we are still waiting for his kingdom today, but Jesus 

wants us to stay alert and ready. In this passage he 

gives us five reasons to be ready for his return. As we 

consider these verses, I encourage you to take this 

opportunity to evaluate your own readiness. 
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REASON 1: THE COMMANDS 

For some people, waiting is part of their job 

description. Think about a personal driver for some 

executive or celebrity. He spends a few minutes driving 

his employer to an event, and then he simply waits. It 

could be a few minutes or several hours. He cannot go 

for a walk or sneak off to watch a movie. If his employer 

returns and he is gone, he will lose his job. 

In the same way, waiting is not optional for 

Christians. As servants of Christ, we must be ready 

because of the commands that he gives us. Luke 12:35-

36 tells us that he says, 
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35Stay dressed for action and keep your 

lamps burning, 36and be like men who are 

waiting for their master to come home from 

the wedding feast, so that they may open the 

door to him at once when he comes and 

knocks. 

In the ancient world, a large wedding feast could 

last several days. These servants have no idea when 

their master will return. They must not only be awake 

and fully clothed, but ready for action. The King James 

Version translates the first part of verse 35 as, “Let your 

loins be girded about.” Since they wear long robes, they 

need to keep them cinched up with belts so that they 

can move quickly. Since they use oil lamps for light, 

they need to keep them filled with enough wick to keep 

burning throughout the night. They must be prepared 

to welcome their master whenever he arrives. 

When Jesus returns, he deserves to be welcomed by 

all who follow him. He does not yet explicitly link 

himself with the master in this parable, but he directs 

the commands in verse 35 to his followers, stating them 

figuratively to set up the story. He's not so much 

concerned about cinched up robes, as he is with 

focused hearts and minds. In 1 Peter 1:13, Peter tells us, 
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“Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being 

sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will 

be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

Jesus is also more concerned about lives that shine 

with goodness than he is with actual lamps. Matthew 

5:16 tells us that he says, “In the same way, let your 

light shine before others, so that they may see your 

good works and give glory to your Father who is in 

heaven.” We must be ready to welcome Jesus whenever 

he arrives, because he commands it.  
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REASON 2: THE PROMISE 

Everyone appreciates a good meal, but some are 

more memorable than others. The difference is not the 

food itself, but the people with whom we share it. In my 

own life, one breakfast in an old college cafeteria stands 

out because I was with a certain young woman. A few 

years later we were enjoying another memorable meal 

together on our honeymoon. Most of the conversations 

that define our lives take place at a table.  

Jesus presents the promise of a special meal as 

another reason for his followers to be ready for his 

return. He introduces a shocking twist in the story of 
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the servants waiting for their master. Luke 12:37 tells 

us that he says, 

Blessed are those servants whom the master 

finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to 

you, he will dress himself for service and 

have them recline at table, and he will come 

and serve them. 

No master in the ancient world would treat his 

servants this way. Jesus uses this twist in the story to 

point beyond life as we know it. He even phrases it as a 

beatitude. Though he has still not identified himself as 

the master of the story, he wants his followers to apply 

the promise to themselves. 

Of course, Jesus later models this kind of humility 

at the Last Supper when he washes his disciples’ feet 

(John 13). But the promise in Luke 12:37 points to 

another meal after the master leaves and returns. So, 

Jesus probably has in mind the feast that is described 

in Isaiah 25:6-9, which says, 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will 

make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a 

feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of 

marrow, of aged wine well refined. And he 

will swallow up on this mountain the 
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covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil 

that is spread over all nations. He will 

swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD 

will wipe away tears from all faces, and the 

reproach of his people he will take away from 

all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will 

be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; 

we have waited for him, that he might save 

us. This is the LORD; we have waited for 

him; let us be glad and rejoice in his 

salvation.” 

Of all the memorable meals that we have 

experienced, none will compare to the one we share as 

we enter God’s eternal kingdom. Whenever life is hard, 

we can look forward with hope to that time when 

everything will be changed, and we will be in the 

presence of God. We should be ready and waiting for 

the fulfillment of this amazing promise.  
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REASON 3: THE TIMING 

Modern technology is making life harder for 

thieves. We have lights and cameras that are motion 

sensitive, and they even send notifications to your 

mobile phone. Of course, criminals are not generally 

known for their wisdom. I have read stories about 

burglars leaving tracks in the snow from the scene of 

the crime to their own front door. But homeowners can 

be just as foolish, announcing their travel plans and 

leaving their doors unlocked. Technology can only do 

so much. 

In Luke 12:38-40, Jesus concludes his parable 

about the master and his servants and introduces 
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another about a thief. As foolish as thieves may be, they 

still know that they need to keep the timing of their 

arrival a surprise. So, Jesus tells his followers to be 

ready for his return, because his coming will be equally 

unexpected. He says, 

38If he comes in the second watch, or in the 

third, and finds them awake, blessed are 

those servants! 39But know this, that if the 

master of the house had known at what hour 

the thief was coming, he would not have left 

his house to be broken into. 40You also must 

be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

hour you do not expect. 

He finally makes it clear in verse 40 that he himself 

is the one that will come. This is the twelfth time in 

Luke’s Gospel that he refers to himself as “the Son of 

Man”, and the third time in this discourse recorded in 

Luke 12. Since he just spoke of God’s kingdom in verses 

31 and 32, the use of this title calls Daniel 7:13-14 to 

mind. There Daniel writes, 

I saw in the night visions, and behold, with 

the clouds of heaven there came one like a 

son of man, and he came to the Ancient of 

Days and was presented before him. And to 

him was given dominion and glory and a 
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kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and 

languages should serve him; his dominion is 

an everlasting dominion, which shall not 

pass away, and his kingdom one that shall 

not be destroyed. 

Countless people throughout history have claimed 

to know when Jesus will return to reign on earth. They 

boast of some special revelation from God, or they see 

some secret connection between prophecy and current 

events. Yet Jesus clearly states that his coming will be 

unexpected. In verse 38, he mentions the second or 

third watch meaning late at night or before dawn. In 

verse 39, he says that he will come like a thief. Matthew 

24:36 tells us that he even says, “But concerning that 

day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.” The timing 

of his return is kept secret, because God wants us to 

remain in a state of constant readiness. 
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REASON 4: THE RESPONSIBILITY 

No one wants to be overlooked. When you make 

sacrifices and work hard, you want someone to notice. 

It’s not wrong to want recognition, but we become 

impatient about it. Our insecurity drives us to seek 

immediate attention, acceptance, and approval. We 

can end up doing the wrong things to get a response 

from the wrong people. 

On several occasions in the Gospels, we see the 

Apostle Peter seeking recognition. He wants a position 

of special prominence in Christ’s kingdom. So, as he 

hears Jesus telling people to be ready, he hopes that the 

promise of verse 37 applies exclusively to him and the 
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other apostles. Luke 12:41 tells us, “Peter said, ‘Lord, 

are you telling this parable for us or for all?’” 

Jesus does not directly answer Peter’s question. 

Instead, he introduces a third parable to redirect his 

focus from recognition to responsibility. Every believer 

needs to be ready for Christ’s return because we have a 

responsibility. Luke 12:42-44 tells us, 

42And the Lord said, “Who then is the faithful 

and wise manager, whom his master will set 

over his household, to give them their 

portion of food at the proper time? 43Blessed 

is that servant whom his master will find so 

doing when he comes. 44Truly, I say to you, 

he will set him over all his possessions. 

The parable portrays a familiar idea. Those who 

show themselves faithful with responsibility are 

usually promoted. Their primary reward is greater 

responsibility. But how does this principle apply to 

believers waiting for Christ’s return? What is our 

responsibility now, and what will that greater 

responsibility be in the kingdom? 

In verse 42, Jesus says that the responsibility of the 

servant is to distribute food to the other servants. 

Earlier in verse 33, he instructed his followers to use 
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their material resources to help those in need, so he 

could be reiterating that responsibility.  But in verse 23, 

he stated that God is concerned about more than food 

and clothing, and in his story about the rich fool in 

verses 16-21, he emphasized God’s concern about the 

condition of people’s souls. Furthermore, Jesus tells 

other parables about servants in which they are given 

the responsibility to manage a sum of money and make 

a profit. While meeting physical needs is important, the 

context suggests that this parable is about managing 

the ultimate resource that Jesus entrusts to his 

followers—his gospel of salvation. 

So, by telling this parable, Jesus is redirecting 

Peter’s focus to his evangelistic responsibility. Church 

leaders bear a particular responsibility for proclaiming 

that message, but it is also shared by every believer. In 

Philippians 1:27, Paul says, 

Only let your manner of life be worthy of the 

gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and 

see you or am absent, I may hear of you that 

you are standing firm in one spirit, with one 

mind striving side by side for the faith of the 

gospel. 
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So, if we faithfully represent Jesus and share his 

gospel, what will our responsibility be when he 

returns? He does not give us a clear answer to that 

question, but elsewhere he explains that it will be 

accompanied by the recognition that we desire. In his 

Parable of the Talents, he tells about servants entrusted 

with responsibility until their master returns. In 

Matthew 25:21, Jesus says, “His master said to him, 

‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been 

faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into 

the joy of your master.’” 

If you understand the gospel well enough to believe 

and receive salvation, then you have a responsibility to 

share it with others. We should aspire to hear those 

words: Well done, good and faithful servant. Don’t 

settle for any recognition less than that. We should be 

ready for Jesus to return because of this responsibility. 
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REASON 5: THE DANGER 

Some dangers are obvious and immediate. If you 

touch something hot, you instantly feel a sensation of 

pain. Other dangers are obvious but not immediate like 

exposure to hazardous materials where the full effects 

may not be clear for many years. But then there are 

dangers that are neither obvious nor immediate like a 

destructively powerful storm. You know that it could 

happen at some point, but you may not bother to 

prepare for it. 

It may not be obvious or immediate, but failing to 

prepare for Christ’s return is guaranteed to be 
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dangerous. Jesus explains the danger in Luke 12:45-48 

as he continues his parable. He says, 

45But if that servant says to himself, 'My 

master is delayed in coming,' and begins to 

beat the male and female servants, and to eat 

and drink and get drunk, 46the master of that 

servant will come on a day when he does not 

expect him and at an hour he does not know, 

and will cut him in pieces and put him with 

the unfaithful. 47And that servant who knew 

his master's will but did not get ready or act 

according to his will, will receive a severe 

beating. 48But the one who did not know, and 

did what deserved a beating, will receive a 

light beating. Everyone to whom much was 

given, of him much will be required, and 

from him to whom they entrusted much, they 

will demand the more. 

There is a time of evaluation when the master 

returns. As we saw previously, the faithful servant will 

be rewarded, but the unfaithful servants fall into one of 

three categories. First, Verses 45-46 describe one who 

intentionally takes advantage of the master’s absence 

to abuse other servants and to indulge his own desires. 

The second one in verse 47 is not overtly rebellious. He 

knows the master’s will, but he simply ignores it. The 
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third servant in verse 48 does not do what the master 

expects, because he does not really know. All three will 

be punished, but the intensity will vary. 

Bible scholars disagree over how to apply this 

parable. Most see the first individual as someone who 

claims to be a servant of Christ but denies it by his overt 

rebellion. Being put with the unfaithful, probably 

means that he will be shut out from Christ’s kingdom 

to suffer eternal punishment.  But what about the other 

two servants?  

Some say that the last two servants represent 

believers who are disciplined but still allowed into the 

kingdom. Those who hold this view find support in 1 

Corinthians 3 where Paul compares a Christian’s 

choices in life to a building made with gold, silver, and 

precious stones, or wood, hay, and straw. In verse 15, 

he says, “If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer 

loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as 

through fire.”  

The beatings in the parable are equated with this 

burning, but there are problems with this view. First, 

administering a beating seems far more personal than 
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burning down a building. Second, Isaiah 53:5 describes 

the Messiah taking a beating in our place. It says, 

But he was pierced for our transgressions; he 

was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was 

the chastisement that brought us peace, and 

with his wounds we are healed. 

The alternative view is to say that the last two 

servants are punished along with the overtly rebellious 

one. From this perspective, they represent people who 

are excluded from the kingdom and sentenced to 

eternal punishment, but who suffer to a lesser degree. 

We might wonder how one person’s experience of hell 

could be worse than another, but Jesus clearly states 

this idea in Luke 10:12. He tells his disciples about the 

consequences people will face for rejecting their 

message about him and his kingdom. He says, “I tell 

you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom 

than for that town.” Since the wicked people of Sodom 

were destroyed during the time of Abraham (Gen 19), 

they had no opportunity to hear the gospel of Christ. 

Their punishment will somehow be lighter than those 

who have heard. 
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Whichever interpretation we choose, the principle 

is the same. As Jesus says in verse 48, “Everyone to 

whom much was given, of him much will be required, 

and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will 

demand the more.” Our responsibility grows with every 

biblical truth we hear. If we neglect that opportunity, 

the return of Christ will bring the certain danger of 

punishment. We must be ready. 

CONCLUSION 

Are you ready for the Son of Man to come? He has 

given us clear commands and the amazing promise of 

sharing in his feast. No one knows the timing, but as we 

wait, we have the responsibility to believe and share his 

gospel. Anyone who ignores him faces certain danger. 

If you have never done so, I invite you to prepare for 

his return. Receive him as your Lord and Savior and 

begin serving him. If you want to learn more about his 

return, I would encourage you to read Matthew 25 

where Jesus gives more detail about being prepared. 

If you are a believer, do you need to cultivate a 

greater anticipation of his return? From beginning to 

end, the Bible encourages us to set our hope on the 
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fulfillment of his kingdom promises. We need to 

understand those promises and allow them to shape 

how we live. As we have seen, we also need to 

encourage others to prepare. Is there someone with 

whom you could share these truths? 

May God make us alert and faithful servants! 
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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

1. How would you rate your readiness for Christ’s 

return prior to studying this passage? 

 

 

 

2. Which of these reasons do you find most 

compelling? Why? 

 

 

 

3. What practical steps can you take this week to 

cultivate a greater anticipation of Christ’s return? 
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CHAPTER 8 
HOW TO BE READY FOR 

CHRIST’S RETURN 
(LUKE 12:49-59) 

From time to time, I drive past houses with several 

old cars parked in the yard. Someone obviously 

invested significant time and money collecting them. 

They could be valuable if restored, but the owner has 

only tinkered with them. So, they sit in the weeds 

untouched, covered with leaves and rusting away. 

Rather than serving any useful purpose, they have 

become an eyesore. 
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If we could peer into the landscape of one another’s 

minds, I think we would find that many of us have 

biblical truths lying around like those cars. They were 

collected over years of church attendance. There are 

weathered monuments of Bible verses and crumbling 

statues of the heroes of faith. These truths could 

provide valuable hope and strength, but we’ve only 

tinkered with them. 

One of the most common relics in our mental 

junkyards is teaching on the end times. Whenever a 

major traumatic event occurs in the world, people gain 

a renewed interest in biblical prophecy. They collect 

new facts from the latest popular teacher. They may 

even construct some detailed timeline, but they seldom 

use this knowledge for any practical purpose. These 

powerful truths can restore lives, but they often remain 

unused. 

God reveals prophetic events to give hope and 

produce spiritual change in our lives. We saw this 

connection in our study of Luke 12:35-48 where Jesus 

presents five reasons to be ready for his return. He 

gives commands and an amazing promise. He says the 

time of his coming will be unexpected. He also 
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illustrates the responsibility his followers have and the 

danger of ignoring his teaching.  

As he continues this discourse in verses 49-59, he 

reveals three choices that we must make to be ready for 

his return. These are specific applications of what he 

has just taught about the end times, so I encourage you 

to respond. Don’t neglect the truths we are learning 

about biblical prophecy. Let them shape your life. 
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CHOICE 1: ACCEPT THE CONFLICT 

My family likes to think that I can fix anything. Over 

the years I have attempted to glue all sorts of broken 

things back together. My daughters used to play with 

miniature porcelain tea sets, and it seemed like there 

was always a piece that got shattered on the basement 

floor. Sometimes the damage was too great, and the 

pieces no longer fit together. The girls always had a 

hard time accepting that it was beyond my ability to 

repair. 

Most of us like to think that we can fix broken 

relationships. There’s no glue for that, but we attempt 

to apply pressure to the situation or avoid certain 
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topics, saying what people want to hear to smooth 

things over. Jesus calls us to be peacemakers (Matt 

5:9), but some issues cannot be ignored or covered up. 

Part of following Christ is choosing to accept the 

conflict that arises because of our belief in his judgment 

and salvation. 

Luke 12:49-53 tells us that Jesus says, 

49“I came to cast fire on the earth, and would 

that it were already kindled! 50I have a 

baptism to be baptized with, and how great is 

my distress until it is accomplished! 51Do you 

think that I have come to give peace on 

earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 
52For from now on in one house there will be 

five divided, three against two and two 

against three. 53They will be divided, father 

against son and son against father, mother 

against daughter and daughter against 

mother, mother-in-law against her 

daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 

against mother-in-law.” 

These verses contradict our stereotypical picture of 

Jesus. We assume that his compassion and love 

smooth everything over. But in verse 49, he says that 

he came to cast fire on the earth. Commentators have 

suggested several explanations of these words. Some 
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think that he is speaking of the conflict described in 

verses 51-53, but it would not make sense for him to 

want that to be quickly kindled. Others say that he is 

referring to sending the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:3-4 

mentions the appearance of tongues of fire as the 

disciples were filled with the Spirit on the Day of 

Pentecost, but that seems out of place in the context of 

Luke 12.  

The best explanation is that the fire Jesus will cast 

is his judgment. The Four Gospels record thirteen 

other occasions when Jesus uses the word fire, and 

each of them refer to God’s judgment. This explanation 

also fits with the judgment of servants that he has just 

described in verses 46-48. 

But why would Jesus want the time of judgment to 

come quickly? He does not find any inherent delight in 

punishing people. He wants to cast this fire because it 

is a necessary step in establishing his good and perfect 

kingdom. He will begin his reign of righteousness and 

peace by judging all who oppose him. 

In 2 Thessalonians 1:5-8, Paul describes judgment 

as a necessary precursor to the arrival of the kingdom. 
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In fact, it is God’s response to the opposition and 

conflict that believers face while we wait. He says, 

This is evidence of the righteous judgment of 

God, that you may be considered worthy of 

the kingdom of God, for which you are also 

suffering—since indeed God considers it just 

to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 

and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as 

well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed 

from heaven with his mighty angels in 

flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those 

who do not know God and on those who do 

not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They 

will suffer the punishment of eternal 

destruction, away from the presence of the 

Lord and from the glory of his might, when 

he comes on that day to be glorified in his 

saints, and to be marveled at among all who 

have believed, because our testimony to you 

was believed. 

This judgment at Christ’s return will create a 

permanent division between those who believe and 

those who do not. Believers will be welcomed into 

glory, but unbelievers will be sent away. After speaking 

of this fire in Luke 12:49, Jesus gives us a hint about 

how believers escape the fire in verse 50. He speaks 

about a distressing baptism he must undergo. 
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The mention of this baptism must have confused 

the disciples, but we know that Jesus experiences this 

distress in the sufferings leading up to his death. He is 

immersed in the wrath of God, so that we can be set 

free from it. In 2 Corinthians 5:21, Paul explains this 

incredible exchange by saying, “For our sake he made 

him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God.” 

So, we stand in the gap between his baptism of 

suffering and the fiery judgment that will take place at 

his return. As Jesus says in verse 51, this is not a 

peaceful time. Some people believe in Jesus and anchor 

their hope in the coming of his kingdom, but others 

reject him. Some are offended by any mention of sin, 

salvation, Jesus, or coming judgment. In 1 Corinthians 

2:14, Paul explains their response by saying, “The 

natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit 

of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to 

understand them because they are spiritually 

discerned.” 

Painfully sharp divisions can occur in a family when 

the members hold conflicting convictions about Jesus 

As I mentioned earlier, we are tempted to find ways to 
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smooth things over and fix this division. Some 

believers pressure their family members to believe. 

That approach may produce external conformity, but it 

almost always breeds deep resentment. Other 

professing Christians try to minimize the biblical 

truths that their friends and family members find 

offensive. But those who take that approach often end 

up denying the gospel completely. We must faithfully 

speak God’s truth in love with great patience, humbly 

accepting this conflict as we wait for Christ’s return.  
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CHOICE 2: REMEMBER THE SEASON 

Since I grew up in Southern California, I 

occasionally check out news for the area. This week I 

saw an article from the Los Angeles Times complaining 

that the temperature did not reach 70 degrees during 

the month of February. Obviously, moving to Michigan 

twenty years ago was a major adjustment for us. My 

wife and I had experienced cold temperatures for a few 

days, but we did not really understand the season of 

winter. So, when we left on our first trip back to 

California, we did not see any problem with shutting off 

the heat in the house we were renting. We came home 
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to find one of our toilets frozen solid. Thankfully, none 

of the pipes burst. We learned to remember the season. 

Part of being ready for Christ’s return is choosing to 

remember the spiritual season in which we live. In 

Luke 12:54-56, Jesus addresses this choice. Luke tells 

us, 

54He also said to the crowds, "When you see 

a cloud rising in the west, you say at once, 'A 

shower is coming.' And so it happens. 55And 

when you see the south wind blowing, you 

say, 'There will be scorching heat,' and it 

happens. 56You hypocrites! You know how to 

interpret the appearance of earth and sky, 

but why do you not know how to interpret the 

present time? 

We can all identify with this obsession with the 

weather. We want to know what clothes to wear. We 

want to know how conditions will affect our travel 

plans. We want to know what activities we can do. The 

information is even more important if you earn your 

living in agriculture. That was probably the case with 

many who heard Jesus speak that day. 

The Old Testament prophets use the two weather 

conditions Jesus mentions to describe God’s 
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relationship with people. Perhaps Jesus has these in 

mind. Hosea speaks of the rain and directs people to 

set their hope on the certainty of God’s grace and 

forgiveness. In Hosea 6:3, he writes, “Let us know; let 

us press on to know the LORD; his going out is sure as 

the dawn; he will come to us as the showers, as the 

spring rains that water the earth.” We become 

frustrated when life seems hard, but these showers of 

life-giving refreshment will not happen until the Lord 

returns. We can be certain that this difficult season will 

come to an end, so for now press on to know the Lord 

as we wait for him to come. 

The prophet Jeremiah refers to the scorching wind 

in Jeremiah 17:8 to show how trusting God sustains a 

man. He says, “He is like a tree planted by water, that 

sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear 

when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not 

anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to 

bear fruit.” This season of waiting for Christ’s kingdom 

can feel like that scorching wind. To persevere we must 

cultivate a deep-rooted trust in God. He is the water 

that will keep us green and fruitful. 
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We also find New Testament passages that help us 

understand how to live in this season of waiting for 

Christ. The authors speak of the present season as a day 

and of Christ’s return as the next day. In 2 Corinthians 

6:2, for instance, Paul quotes and applies Isaiah 49:8. 

He writes, “For he says, ‘In a favorable time I listened 

to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.’ 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the 

day of salvation.” No matter how far you have walked 

away from God, this is the season when you can be 

saved. But this season will come to an end when Christ 

returns and passes judgment. Don’t miss the 

opportunity for salvation! 

In Romans 13:12-14, Paul tells believers how to 

clothe ourselves as we wait. He says, 

The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So 

then let us cast off the works of darkness and 

put on the armor of light. Let us walk 

properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and 

drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 

sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 

But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 

no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 

desires. 
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The imminence of Christ’s return should motivate us to 

clothe ourselves in his holy character. This is the 

season for light not darkness. 

The author of Hebrews stresses the importance of 

keeping each other focused as we wait. In Hebrews 

10:24-25, he says, “And let us consider how to stir up 

one another to love and good works, not neglecting to 

meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 

one another, and all the more as you see the Day 

drawing near.” This is a season for urgency and 

purpose. We must keep reminding each other that we 

are headed toward the kingdom. Our gatherings are 

just a brief time out, a coaching time before we head 

back out to share God’s truth and reflect his love to our 

community. 

Don’t forget what season we are in. There are 

scorching winds now, but the time of refreshment will 

come. For those who do not yet believe, this is the day 

of salvation. Once we believe, we are called to put on 

Christ’s character and live in the light. We each need 

encouragement to persevere, and that is why we meet. 

Choose to remember the season.  
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CHOICE 3: SETTLE YOUR DEBT 

I hate haggling over prices. I would prefer that 

someone just tell me a fair price, so that I can decide 

whether I want to pay it. But there are still some 

purchases in our society, like buying a car, that do not 

work that way. In some parts of the world people 

bargain over everything. To survive they must learn to 

get the best deals, and that was a normal part of life 

during Christ’s ministry. 

In Luke 12:57-59, Jesus appeals to this deal-making 

culture. He calls people to settle their spiritual debts 

with God before it’s too late. He says, 
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57"And why do you not judge for yourselves 

what is right? 58As you go with your accuser 

before the magistrate, make an effort to 

settle with him on the way, lest he drag you 

to the judge, and the judge hand you over to 

the officer, and the officer put you in prison. 
59I tell you, you will never get out until you 

have paid the very last penny." 

Jesus wants us to see ourselves as people who have 

run up a great debt. Our lender wants to take us to 

court, and if that happens, we will end up in debtors’ 

prison. There we will live in terrible conditions and do 

hard labor for pathetically low wages. Every penny will 

go to the lender until the entire debt is paid in full, but 

we have another alternative. Before our court date 

arrives, we can take the opportunity to approach our 

lender and work out a deal. Anything is better than 

what the judge will require. But if we delay too long, we 

will miss that opportunity. 

On several occasions, the Bible uses financial debt 

to illustrate the consequences of disobeying God. Sin 

costs something, and God reveals the price at the very 

beginning of creation. He gives Adam one prohibition. 

Genesis 2:17 tells us that he says, “but of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 
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day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” Adam 

disobeys, but he does not immediately suffer physical 

death. He dies spiritually. His relationship with God is 

broken. 

The price for disobedience is the same for everyone. 

As Paul says in Romans 6:23, “The wages of sin is 

death.” Every time we disobey our infinitely holy God, 

we charge another spiritual death sentence to our 

account. If we ignore that debt until we die or until 

Christ returns, we will face judgment and will be 

required to pay the full cost. 

So, Jesus encourages us to seize the opportunity to 

go to God now and work out a deal. Matthew 6:12 tells 

us that he teaches us to pray, “and forgive us our debts, 

as we also have forgiven our debtors.” Lest there be any 

doubt about what he has in mind, Luke 11:4 records a 

different version of this prayer where he specifically 

uses the word sins instead of debts. God is merciful and 

willing to forgive us, but he does not simply write off 

what we owe. He is just and demands payment in full. 

In Colossians 2:13-14, Paul tells us how God settles 

our debt. He says, 
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And you, who were dead in your trespasses 

and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 

made alive together with him, having 

forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling 

the record of debt that stood against us with 

its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it 

to the cross. 

When Jesus dies on the cross, he pays the full price 

for our entire debt, every penny. He fully satisfies the 

demands of God’s justice and presents us with an 

amazing deal. He offers us forgiveness and eternal life 

as a gift. Earlier I only quoted part of Romans 6:23. The 

entire verse says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the 

free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

You could not bargain for anything better, but it is a 

limited time offer. The deal expires when you die or 

when Christ returns, whichever comes first. Don’t 

delay. Choose to settle your debt. Believe in Jesus and 

receive his amazing gift. 

CONCLUSION 

Jesus wants us to be ready for his return. To do so, 

we must accept the conflict, remember the season, and 

settle our debts. Have you reconciled with God? If not, 
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I encourage you to confess your sin and seek his 

forgiveness today. 

As we’ve seen, the biblical message of sin and 

salvation can be controversial. If you are wrestling with 

questions, I would encourage you to read the Bible for 

yourself. The Apostle Paul addresses the controversy 

surrounding the gospel in 1 Corinthians 1 and 2. You 

might find these chapters helpful as you try to learn 

more. 

If you’re a believer in Christ, some of the ideas that 

we have considered today may challenge your outlook 

on life. Perhaps you need to change your expectations. 

Some of us think that life should be easy and painless. 

Some of us think that people are naturally inclined to 

be moral and God-fearing. We don’t expect the conflict 

and we don’t seek Christ’s kingdom, because we think 

we can work it all out on our own here and now. 

Thinking this way sets us up for severe disappointment 

and frustration. We must set our hope on God’s 

kingdom and have realistic expectations of life here 

and now. 

Finally, this passage reinforces the urgency for 

people to hear and understand the reality of God’s 
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judgment and the good news of salvation in Christ. 

Would you pray and look for opportunities to share 

your faith with people? He has paid our debt. How can 

we keep his amazing gift to ourselves? 

May our hearts over be fully prepared for his 

return! 

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

1. Which of these choices have you most clearly made? 

What difference has that choice made in your life? 

 

 

2. Which of these choices has been the most unclear 

in your life? Why? 

 

 

3. How could you use this passage to share your faith 

with someone? 
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CHAPTER 9 
WHEN TRAGEDY STRIKES 

(LUKE 13:1-9) 

For over 130 years, doctors have been thumping 

people’s knees with those strange little triangular 

hammers. For some reason, I still remember wanting 

to kick my foot out as hard as I could at a doctor’s visit 

when I was 5 or 6 years old. I used to watch a lot of 

cartoons, and that was what always happened with 

characters like Bugs Bunny or Daffy Duck. Of course, 

the impact is supposed to trigger a reflex, a slight 

contraction of the thigh muscle not a forceful kick. If 

there is no response, a person may have nerve damage, 
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but an involuntary knee jerk is a good sign of physical 

health. 

Our involuntary reactions can also reveal our 

spiritual health. When tragedy strikes, we often 

respond without thinking. It could be a major global 

catastrophe or something very personal and private, 

but our knee-jerk reactions may even surprise 

ourselves. Given enough time we can compose a pious 

measured response, but those immediate reflexes 

reveal our real assumptions. Tragedy is a reflex 

hammer in the hand of God, testing our deepest beliefs. 

In Luke 13:1-9, some people talk to Jesus about a 

recent tragedy. Though we might expect him to offer 

soothing words of consolation and comfort, he doesn’t. 

As we have seen throughout this portion of Luke, he is 

the contender who fights for people’s souls. He has 

exposed religious hypocrisy and materialism. He has 

confronted people with their need to prepare for his 

return. So, in this conversation, he states four 

corrections of wrong thoughts we have when tragedy 

strikes. 

I do not know if you are facing some tragic event in 

your life today, but this passage gives us the 
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opportunity to test our convictions. Even though the 

people in this story lived 2,000 years ago, their 

reactions are remarkably similar to our own. They 

show that our natural assumptions often contradict 

what God has revealed about himself. Those wrong 

ideas can counteract his work in and through us, so let’s 

pray that God will use this study to straighten out our 

confusion. 
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CORRECTION 1: 

EVERY TRAGEDY IS NOT GOD’S JUDGMENT 

Life is complicated. It’s like a tangled pile of rope, 

but our reflex is to draw simplistic conclusions. We 

grab onto one piece and think that we have got the 

whole mess figured out. So, when tragedy strikes, we 

grab onto the idea that God is in control. Some 

presumptuous Christians assert that certain events are 

expressions of God’s judgment upon our society. 

Meanwhile, those who otherwise deny God’s existence 

try to blame him for not preventing such suffering. 

Jesus corrects this wrong way of thinking by 

showing that every tragedy is not God’s judgment. We 
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learned in Luke 12 that Jesus has just been speaking 

about coming judgment. Like many people today, some 

in the crowd cannot resist the temptation to connect 

his end times teaching with current events happening 

in their world. Luke 13:1-2 tells us, 

1There were some present at that very time 

who told him about the Galileans whose 

blood Pilate had mingled with their 

sacrifices. 2And he answered them, "Do you 

think that these Galileans were worse sinners 

than all the other Galileans, because they 

suffered in this way?” 

Pontius Pilate is the Roman governor over Judea, 

and he is known for his harshness. There is no other 

record of this event, but these people from Galilee were 

apparently coming to the Temple in Jerusalem to 

worship. They were probably zealots who had spoken 

out against the Roman occupation. So, Pilate orders his 

troops to kill them right when their sacrifices are being 

slaughtered. As a result, their blood defiles the 

sacrifice, making it ineffective. From the perspective of 

Jewish Law, they die without atonement. Pilate 

orchestrates this dramatic execution to inflict terror 

upon the Jews. 
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Jesus knows what the people are thinking as they 

relate this story. He identifies it with his question. They 

assume that a horrific death like this could only happen 

to people who are guilty of some extreme evil. They 

conclude that Pilate’s act must be an expression of 

God’s judgment. We will see in verse 3 that Jesus 

definitively rejects their conclusion and moves on to a 

second correction.  

But before we consider that verse, we should note 

that anyone familiar with the Old Testament should 

have known better than to assume that this terrible 

death was proof of God’s judgment upon the deceased. 

The book of Job clearly addresses this issue. The first 

verse of the book introduces Job by saying, “There was 

a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that 

man was blameless and upright, one who feared God 

and turned away from evil.” But then the book reveals 

a conversation between God and Satan, in which Satan 

claims that Job will curse God if tested with severe 

trials. So, Job 1:12 tells us, 

And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that 

he has is in your hand. Only against him do 

not stretch out your hand.” So Satan went out 

from the presence of the LORD. 
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Job’s friends witness his trials and conclude that 

God is punishing him. Bandits steal his cattle and his 

camels. His sheep are killed by lightning. His children 

all die when a windstorm causes a house to collapse 

upon them. Then Satan asks God’s permission to afflict 

Job with a sickness that causes terrible sores all over 

his body. His wife even tells him to curse God and die, 

but Job 2:10 tells us, 

But he said to her, “You speak as one of the 

foolish women would speak. Shall we receive 

good from God, and shall we not receive 

evil?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips. 

The story of Job teaches us that tragedy can strike 

faithful, God-fearing people. God possesses ultimate 

control, but with our superficial perspective on life, it 

is foolish to assume that we can trace all his purposes. 

A tragic event could be a punishment, but as in the case 

of Job, it could also be a demonstration to prove that a 

person’s faith is genuine. It could be an act of discipline 

through which God corrects one of his children, or it 

could be that he is simply allowing a person like Pilate 

to carry out the evil intention of his heart. 
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So, as we look out at this tangled world in which we 

live, we should heed the words of Moses in 

Deuteronomy 29:29. He says, “The secret things 

belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are 

revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that 

we may do all the words of this law.” We do not know 

all that is happening in the spiritual realm. It is 

presumptuous to think otherwise. We cannot assume 

that every tragedy is an act of judgment. Instead, we 

should focus on the clear revelation that God has given 

us, and that thought leads us to another correction.  
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CORRECTION 2: 

NO ONE IS EVER INNOCENT 

On most Saturday mornings I meet up with a group 

to go on a long run. No matter how cold it is, everyone 

begins to perspire after a mile or two. The bacteria on 

our skin then goes to work breaking down that sweat 

and releasing a foul odor, but our sense of smell is 

surprisingly adaptable. I am seldom aware of my own 

stench, and after a while I do not even notice the 

group’s awful aroma.  

A similar adaptation happens with our moral 

perception. We often fail to recognize our own sins. We 

may recoil when we see it in others, but we eventually 
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acclimate. After a while, we no longer notice unless 

someone does something particularly extreme. 

So, when tragedy strikes, some people wonder how 

something so bad could happen to such innocent 

people. Or if we interpret the event as God’s judgment 

against sinful people, we conclude that it could never 

happen to us because we are certainly not that bad. 

Jesus sharply corrects these false ideas by resetting our 

sense of morality. He argues that no one is ever 

innocent. Luke 13:3-5 tells us that he says, 

3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will 

all likewise perish. 4Or those eighteen on 

whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed 

them: do you think that they were worse 

offenders than all the others who lived in 

Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you 

repent, you will all likewise perish. 

Jesus identifies another recent tragedy that 

happened in Jerusalem. A tower unexpectedly 

collapsed, killing eighteen people near the pool of 

Siloam. The Galileans slaughtered by Pilate had 

presumably done something that prompted him to 

order their execution. But the collapse of the tower was 

a seemingly random occurrence. From a human 
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perspective, these people were simply in the wrong 

place at the wrong time. Though they acknowledged 

God’s sovereign control, most people would probably 

not be as quick to conclude that this event was God’s 

judgment. 

Jesus, however, uses both events to show that 

everyone needs to repent. The Greek term used here 

refers to a change of mind, but that definition makes it 

sound dispassionate. Biblical repentance begins with 

the painful recognition of our sinfulness before God. In 

2 Corinthians 7:9, Paul says that repentance involves 

the experience of grief or sorrow. He writes, “As it is, I 

rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you 

were grieved into repenting. For you felt a godly grief, 

so that you suffered no loss through us.” 

This sorrow flows from the realization that I have 

personally offended God. I have ignored him and 

disregarded his commands, so I deserve his 

punishment. Jesus makes this point when he says, “you 

will all likewise perish.” He is not suggesting that the 

circumstances of our deaths will be the same as the 

people involved with these tragic events. His point is 

that we all deserve to face God’s judgment. After King 
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David committed adultery, he expresses this conviction 

in Psalm 51:4. There he says to God, “Against you, you 

only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you may be justified in your words and 

blameless in your judgment.” 

But can we really say that no one is ever innocent? 

What about those who have never heard biblical 

teaching or those who are too young to understand it? 

Is Jesus right to say that everyone must repent? The 

next verse in Psalm 51 answers this question. In verse 

5, David says, “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

and in sin did my mother conceive me.” Because we are 

part of the fallen human race, we all inherit Adam’s 

guilt. We start life heading the wrong way, and every 

choice we make leads us farther down that path. So, in 

Romans 3:10-12, Paul sums up our condition by saying, 

as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not 

one; no one understands; no one seeks for 

God. All have turned aside; together they 

have become worthless; no one does good, 

not even one.” 

Every tragic event that happens should remind us 

that we are human. Unless we repent, we will all face 

God’s judgment because none of us are innocent. We 
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all need a Savior to pay the penalty for our offenses and 

to cleanse us from their stain. In repentance we turn 

away from our sin and turn to Jesus in faith, believing 

that he alone can save us.  
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CORRECTION 3: 

GOD’S JUDGMENT IS NEVER UNREASONABLE 

Occasionally, I hear of people protesting the 

removal of some trees. They are typically large old trees 

located on public land. But I have never heard of 

anyone protesting the removal of fruit trees in a private 

orchard. We expect growers to manage their land to 

produce the best crop possible. 

As Jesus continues his response to this tragic event 

in Jerusalem, he uses this idea of ownership to show 

that God’s judgment is never unreasonable. Luke 13:6-

7 tells us, 
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6And he told this parable: "A man had a fig 

tree planted in his vineyard, and he came 

seeking fruit on it and found none. 7And he 

said to the vinedresser, 'Look, for three years 

now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, 

and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it 

use up the ground?'  

Some people are overly specific in their 

interpretation of this parable. They assign meaning to 

every detail. They claim that the fig tree represents 

Israel or even the city of Jerusalem. They then connect 

the three-year time period from verse 7 with the 

ministry of Jesus and John the Baptist before him. 

Some even see the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 

as the cutting down of the tree. But I do not think this 

view of the passage fits with the context. Jesus has been 

talking about sin and repentance on an individual level 

in verses 1-5, not a national level. 

Jesus wants us each to see ourselves as the fig tree. 

We like to think of ourselves as independent, 

answering to know one, but God owns us because he 

planted us. In Psalm 24:1-2, David uses the same basic 

argument to explain God’s authority over us. He says, 

“The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof, the 
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world and those who dwell therein, for he has founded 

it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers.” 

Since God created us, it is perfectly reasonable to say 

that we belong to him. And as our owner, he has every 

right to judge us by looking for spiritual fruit in our 

lives.  

This fruit is the natural result of genuine 

repentance. As people were coming to John the Baptist 

to be baptized, Matthew 3:8 tells us that he challenged 

them by saying, “Bear fruit in keeping with 

repentance.” Genuine repentance produces a radical 

change that becomes increasingly evident in everything 

we do. In one sense, repentance is a beginning, a 

moment in time, but it is also a lifelong process. Sin has 

deep roots, so as we follow Christ, we keep finding 

more to repent of.  

Thankfully, God does not expect us to bear fruit in 

our own strength. When we repent, his Spirit begins to 

indwell us and transform us. In Galatians 5:22-23, Paul 

describes the kind of fruit that the Spirit cultivates in 

us. He says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no 
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law.” Don’t we all want these qualities in our lives? Our 

Creator designed us to live this way. Even though sin 

leads us astray, we all sense the inherent goodness of 

these characteristics. 

So, why does Jesus tell this parable about bearing 

fruit in response to a tragedy? I see two connections. 

First, as we considered earlier, every tragedy is not 

God’s judgment, but some of them may be. For 

instance, Acts 5 tells us about a couple named Ananias 

and Sapphira who claimed to be believers, but were 

struck down for lying to the apostles. In 1 Corinthians 

11:27-32, Paul speaks of some who are sick and others 

who have died because they partook of the Lord’s 

Supper in an unworthy manner. These responses may 

seem harsh, but if God is our owner, who are we to 

question his decision? He has every right to decide 

when to remove a tree from his land. 

But there’s another connection between tragic 

events and bearing fruit. Sometimes God uses those 

events to discipline us, so that we will bear more fruit. 

In John 15:2, Jesus uses a grapevine to illustrate this 

principle. He says, “Every branch in me that does not 

bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does 
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bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.” God 

is willing to bring difficulties into our lives to prompt 

spiritual growth. So, James speaks of a joy that 

underlies those hard times. In James 1:2-4, he writes, 

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet 

trials of various kinds, for you know that the 

testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 

And let steadfastness have its full effect, that 

you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 

nothing. 

God is our creator. Accept his absolute authority 

and trust his perfect wisdom. His judgment is never 

unreasonable. 
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CORRECTION 4: 

GOD’S PATIENCE WILL NOT LAST FOREVER 

I have a small tree in my backyard that became 

infested by some pest or disease. Its leaves turned a 

sickly color, and its branches dried up and became 

brittle. One day when I was mowing the yard, a major 

branch broke off in my hand. I thought I would need to 

chop down the rest of it, but I’m glad that I didn’t. Last 

summer new growth sprouted.  

God is looking for that kind of change in us, but his 

patience will not last forever. As Jesus continues his 

parable, he presents this idea as a fourth correction to 

our wrong thinking. The vinedresser suggests a plan to 
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the owner about how to handle the fruitless fig tree. 

Luke 13:8-9 tells us that Jesus says, 

8And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this 

year also, until I dig around it and put on 

manure. 9Then if it should bear fruit next 

year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it 

down.’” 

Those who offer overly detailed interpretations of 

this parable never explain what the manure would 

represent. That would be ridiculous! The simple point 

is that God wants us to bear fruit, but he will not wait 

forever. In fact, Matthew 3:10 tells us that when John 

the Baptist speaks of bearing fruit, he says, “Even now 

the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire.” 

When we witness some tragic event, we need to 

remember that our time is limited. As I mentioned 

previously, some people are quick to look for 

connections between major tragedies and end-times 

prophecies. I am convinced that this way of thinking 

leads people to misinterpret the Bible. But as the saying 

goes, we should be sure that we are always ready to 

meet our Maker. No one knows when Jesus will return. 
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But even apart from his coming, you never know which 

day will be your last.  

Unlike a tree, we make choices that influence 

whether we bear fruit. We need to take advantage of the 

opportunity that God’s patience affords us. If you have 

not yet turned from your sin, now is the time. As Peter 

speaks of Christ’s return in 2 Peter 3:9, he says, 

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as 

some count slowness, but is patient toward 

you, not wishing that any should perish, but 

that all should reach repentance. 

Furthermore, the anticipation of Christ’s return 

should inspire us to live for him. In 2 Peter 3:14, Peter 

says, “Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for 

these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or 

blemish, and at peace.” 

As Jesus concludes his parable of the fig tree, he 

returns to the same point he was emphasizing in Luke 

12. We must be ready. This time of God’s patience will 

not last forever. 
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CONCLUSION 

When tragedy strikes, we must remember these 

four thoughts from Jesus’ teaching. These are the 

natural reflexes of a spiritually healthy mind. Every 

tragedy is not God’s judgment. No one is ever innocent. 

God’s judgment is never unreasonable. Finally, God’s 

patience will not last forever. 

Have you repented of your sins? Repentance is 

more than simply feeling bad or making a New Year’s 

resolution to go to church more. It is a decisive turn 

from pursuing sin to believing in Jesus. I talk to a lot of 

people who consider themselves Christians, but they 

have never made this kind of clear decision. They 

dabble in Christianity, but it is not their life. You must 

understand that genuine wholehearted repentance is 

the starting point of the Christian life. In his patience, 

God is giving you another opportunity today. Would 

you make this decisive turn today? As you consider that 

decision, I would encourage you to read more from 2 

Peter 3, where he talks about God’s patience and 

Christ’s return. 

If you have repented, then are you bearing fruit? 

Are you putting off sin and growing in holiness? Is the 
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fruit of the Spirit increasing in your life? I encourage 

you to pursue spiritual fruit. Pray for the Spirit’s help. 

Read the Bible looking for ways to change. You might 

also want to commit Galatians 5:22-23 to memory. 

May God fill our lives with true spiritual fruit! 

  



CHRIST THE CONTENDER 

— 202 — 

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

1. What were some of your “knee-jerk” responses to 

the last tragedy you faced? 

 

 

 

2. Which of these corrections is most helpful for you? 

Why? 

 

 

 

3. What could you do to prepare yourself for the next 

tragedy you encounter? 
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CHAPTER 10 
FIGHTING FOR REST 

(LUKE 13:10-21) 

There’s a conflict we face every morning when the 

alarm goes off. Even when we have had a good night’s 

sleep, we seldom feel truly rested. We live with this 

deep underlying sense of exhaustion. We try all sorts of 

solutions—expensive beds, exercise, nutrition, 

medication, vacations—but nothing ever gives us the 

deep relief we’re seeking. Our lack of rest is not 

primarily a physical problem or even an emotional 

problem. I am convinced that it’s a spiritual problem. 
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The Bible speaks of setting aside a day of rest each 

week. God established this principle at the end of the 

creation week. Genesis 2:3 tells us, “So God blessed the 

seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested 

from all his work that he had done in creation.” But 

when Adam and Eve sin, the curse that falls upon the 

earth and all its inhabitants makes life hard and 

discouraging. We experience exhaustion because the 

curse deprives us of true rest for our souls. The idea of 

the Sabbath even gets twisted around into something 

burdensome. 

Today our study of Luke’s Gospel brings us to a 

passage where Jesus addresses the Sabbath. He argues 

with a synagogue leader who gets angry because he 

heals a woman. This is not the first time that Jesus 

encounters a conflict like this, but his words and 

actions show that this is more than a minor 

disagreement over how to apply a biblical command. 

He is fighting for rest. He came to set people free and 

to lead them to the ultimate Sabbath.  

Luke 13:10-21 shows us three qualities of the rest 

that Jesus fights for. It may not be the rest that you 

have been looking for, but it is the rest that you deeply 



Fighting for Rest (Luke 13:10-21) 

— 205 — 

need. Today you can begin to experience it through 

faith in Christ. 
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QUALITY 1: FREEDOM FROM EVIL 

We like to think of ourselves as free to live our lives 

however we want. We find the whole idea of slavery 

revolting, though it’s estimated that millions in our 

world live under such conditions. Most of us cannot 

imagine what it would be like to be physically bound 

with chains. So, we may not recognize the extensive 

control that evil exerts over us. We cannot truly rest 

because we are all enslaved, but Jesus fights to free us 

from evil. 

Luke 13:10-13 gives us a glimpse of the battle. It 

says, 
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10Now he was teaching in one of the 

synagogues on the Sabbath. 11And behold, 

there was a woman who had had a disabling 

spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over 

and could not fully straighten herself. 
12When Jesus saw her, he called her over and 

said to her, “Woman, you are freed from your 

disability.” 13And he laid his hands on her, 

and immediately she was made straight, and 

she glorified God.  

This woman in this story is a victim of two forms of 

evil, one passive and one active. The passive evil, as I’m 

calling it, is seen in her medical condition. For eighteen 

years she has not been able to stand upright. We are 

not told an exact physical diagnosis, but she must have 

suffered great pain. It would probably also be difficult 

for her to sleep and extremely humiliating socially. 

People today seldom refer to medical issues as evil, 

but perhaps we should. God designed human beings to 

live forever in a perfect world. But as part of the curse 

for Adam and Eve’s sin, Genesis 3:19 tells us that God 

said, “By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till 

you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; 

for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
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So, aging, sickness, and death are not good, or even 

neutral. When we treat them that way, we are losing 

sight of God’s original intent for us. I am not suggesting 

that a person’s sickness is some kind of punishment for 

sins they have committed, or that being sick makes one 

person more evil than another. I am simply saying that 

we are all victimized by this consequence of the fall that 

keeps us from finding true rest. 

The active force of evil in our story is the disabling 

spirit that Luke mentions in verse 11. We know from 

other encounters recorded in the Gospels that demonic 

beings sometimes exert complete control over a 

person. Luke 8:27, for instance, speaks of a man who 

had superhuman strength but wore no clothes and 

lived among the tombs. His bondage was obvious, but 

that is not the case with this woman. The evil spirit 

somehow triggers this medical condition and continues 

to afflict her with it for eighteen years. It’s not clear, 

however, whether she recognized the spirit as the 

source of her trouble.  

We must realize that Satan and his demonic forces 

are real and exert powerful control over people in our 

world. Jesus sometimes refers to him as “the ruler of 
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this world” (Jn 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). Paul speaks of him 

holding people captive to do his will (2 Tim 2:26). This 

control can be manifested in demonic possession, but 

it also takes subtler forms. It can be intellectual. Jesus 

calls the devil the father of lies (Jn 8:44). It can be 

religious. Paul says that Satan disguises himself as an 

angel of light (2 Cor 11:14). As we see here, it can also 

be medical. Demons are never said to be the cause of 

every sickness, but it is one of the tools in their arsenal. 

They are relentless. In 1 Peter 5:8, Peter warns, “Be 

sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil 

prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 

devour.” 

So, with the passive evil of sickness and the active 

evil of demonic forces, is it any wonder that we find it 

nearly impossible to rest? But in our story, Jesus 

mercifully intervenes to grant this woman some relief. 

We are not told whether she had heard of Jesus or had 

come to seek healing. Verse 12 tells us that he simply 

calls her over and tells her that she is freed from her 

disability. He does not address the evil spirit at all, he 

just lays his hands on her and she is made straight. 
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There is no surgery, no medication, no recovery period, 

no physical therapy. She is instantly perfectly healed. 

This miracle gives us a glimpse into the future that 

Jesus is fighting for. Both evils will ultimately be 

eliminated. The end of the book of Revelation speaks of 

a time when the devil is cast into a lake of fire along 

with death itself (Rev 20:10,14). Then Revelation 21:4 

speaks of God’s presence with people in the new heaven 

and earth and says,  

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, 

and death shall be no more, neither shall 

there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain 

anymore, for the former things have passed 

away. 

Everyone who enters that new heaven and earth 

will experience the freedom of true rest, but what about 

life here and now? Right before Peter speaks of the 

devil prowling around like a roaring lion, he gives us 

this instruction in 1 Peter 5:6-7.  

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the 

mighty hand of God so that at the proper 

time he may exalt you, casting all your 

anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 
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We cannot fully escape yet, but we can entrust our 

burdens to God in prayer. He may choose to grant us a 

measure of freedom from Satan’s attacks. He may 

choose to grant us physical healing. But he will 

certainly grant us his strength to resist Satan and to 

persevere through suffering as we rest in him.  
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QUALITY 2: FREEDOM FROM GUILT 

Some people do not respond well to warning signs. 

They take them as a dare. There are countless videos 

online of people touching bug zappers or electric 

fences. They know they will get shocked, but they do it 

anyway. Is it any surprise then that we treat sin the 

same way? 

When we dare to break God’s commands, we 

experience pangs of guilt. Those feelings stick with us, 

and well up in our hearts in those moments when we 

are seeking rest. But to make matters worse, some 

people use guilt to control others. They wield it like a 

cattle prod, but Jesus fights to free us from guilt.  
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Luke 13:14-17 tells us how Jesus responds to one of 

these manipulative individuals. He has just freed this 

woman from evil, and the ruler of the synagogue 

immediately seeks to inflict guilt upon her and upon 

Jesus. Luke says, 

14But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant 

because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, 

said to the people, "There are six days in 

which work ought to be done. Come on those 

days and be healed, and not on the Sabbath 

day." 15Then the Lord answered him, "You 

hypocrites! Does not each of you on the 

Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the 

manger and lead it away to water it? 16And 

ought not this woman, a daughter of 

Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen 

years, be loosed from this bond on the 

Sabbath day?" 17As he said these things, all 

his adversaries were put to shame, and all the 

people rejoiced at all the glorious things that 

were done by him.  

Rather than rejoicing over the amazing miracle that 

has just happened this synagogue ruler is angry. The 

Pharisees had extensive rules about what could and 

could not be done on the Sabbath. On another occasion 

when Jesus heals a paralyzed man on the Sabbath, the 
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Jewish leaders criticize the man for carrying the mat on 

which he had been laying (Jn 5:10). But on the occasion 

recorded here in Luke 13, neither Jesus nor the woman 

violate any of those rabbinical rules. He simply 

declares that she is freed and lays his hands upon her. 

We can only conclude that the synagogue ruler is angry 

because he has been upstaged. This is nothing more 

than petty jealousy. 

So, in a perfect show of passive aggressive behavior, 

the ruler does not speak directly to Jesus or the woman. 

Rather than having a conversation with them, he 

makes a rule and announces it to everyone else: “There 

are six days in which work ought to be done. Come on 

those days and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day.” 

This is cowardly and manipulative. He implies that the 

woman violated the Sabbath commandment by coming 

and that Jesus broke it by healing. He uses guilt to exert 

control, but he fails. 

Jesus stands up to him. He exposes the ruler and 

those nodding in pious agreement as hypocrites. They 

do not hesitate to take care of their animals on the 

Sabbath, but they oppose the healing of this woman. 

They are not genuinely concerned for the Sabbath. If 
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they were, they would recognize that freeing this 

woman from evil perfectly captures the spirit of the 

Sabbath. 

Luke tells us that the adversaries of Jesus are 

shamed or humbled. Jesus is not using their strategy 

against them. He is not manipulating them through 

man-made rules. He is presenting the truth so that they 

will repent and believe. He fights to give people rest 

from the shame and guilt of Jewish legalism. Matthew 

11:28-30 tells us that he says,  

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy 

laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 

upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle 

and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 

your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light. 

Of course, guilt is not just a feeling we experience 

because of the condescension of judgmental people. 

When we disobey God, we incur guilt in an objective 

sense. We deserve God’s punishment for our sins, so 

we should feel the heavy burden of conviction for our 

sins. But Jesus fights to free us from this burden by 

dying for our sins. In Colossians 1:21-22, Paul explains, 
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And you, who once were alienated and 

hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now 

reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, 

in order to present you holy and blameless 

and above reproach before him. 

When we trust in Christ, he sets us free from our 

guilt by cleansing us from our sin and clothing us in his 

holiness. Sometimes believers struggle to accept this 

blameless standing before God. They’ve been set free, 

but they hold on to those feelings of guilt. We must 

place our trust in the saving work of Christ. In Romans 

10:10-11, Paul writes, 

For with the heart one believes and is 

justified, and with the mouth one confesses 

and is saved. For the Scripture says, 

“Everyone who believes in him will not be put 

to shame.” 

But we still encounter people like this synagogue 

ruler who try to control us with guilt. In fact, we may 

even resort to using that tactic on others at home or 

work. Paul responds to this tendency by urging us to 

see every believer as a servant of God. In Romans 14:4, 

he writes, “Who are you to pass judgment on the 

servant of another? It is before his own master that he 
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stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is 

able to make him stand.”  

Jesus fights for freedom from guilt, and we rest in 

that freedom by faith. Don’t live with guilt, and don’t 

relate to others in a way that undermines this precious 

freedom.  
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QUALITY 3: FREEDOM FROM DESPAIR 

Growing something from seed requires patience. As 

soon as Christmas is over, stores start to put out seed 

displays. It’s the coldest part of winter, but to have 

plants ready for spring, seeds need to germinate and 

begin the growth process. But there is no guarantee 

that they will survive. They may never germinate. They 

could die from being transplanted or from a late season 

frost. 

In Luke 13:18-21, Jesus presents the picture of a 

seed that is guaranteed to grow. He argues that the 

ultimate rest we need is unstoppable, and this truth 

gives us a hope that frees us from despair. Luke tells us, 
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18He said therefore, “What is the kingdom of 

God like? And to what shall I compare it? 19It 

is like a grain of mustard seed that a man 

took and sowed in his garden, and it grew 

and became a tree, and the birds of the air 

made nests in its branches.” 20And again he 

said, “To what shall I compare the kingdom 

of God? 21It is like leaven that a woman took 

and hid in three measures of flour, until it 

was all leavened.” 

It may seem that Jesus is moving on to a different 

topic here, but by using the word “therefore” Luke links 

these parables to what just happened in the synagogue. 

Both pictures show us something small that grows to 

become massive. The tiny mustard seed becomes a tree 

that provides rest and shelter to birds. The small pinch 

of leaven spreads throughout a massive lump of dough. 

God’s kingdom works the same way. It began small 

with a promise to just one man, Abraham. But one day 

Christ will insure that the will of God is done 

throughout the earth as it is in heaven. Evil will be 

defeated. Sin will be eliminated. In 1 Corinthians 15:24-

26, Paul describes Christ’s reign by saying, 

Then comes the end, when he delivers the 

kingdom to God the Father after destroying 
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every rule and every authority and power. 

For he must reign until he has put all his 

enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be 

destroyed is death. 

Some Christians claim that the mustard seed and 

the leaven reveal how God’s kingdom is established. In 

previous centuries, many leaders believed that the 

church would continue to grow in power and influence 

throughout the world. They taught that life would keep 

getting better until the earth is ready for Jesus to come 

and reign. This view, known as postmillennialism, fit 

well with Enlightenment ideas of human progress. 

But other passages of Scripture suggest that life will 

become increasingly difficult. In 2 Timothy 3:1-5, Paul 

writes, 

But understand this, that in the last days 

there will come times of difficulty. For people 

will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, 

arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their 

parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, 

unappeasable, slanderous, without self-

control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, 

reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of 

pleasure rather than lovers of God, having 

the appearance of godliness, but denying its 

power. Avoid such people. 
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This description of society’s disintegration may 

tempt us to despair, but Jesus’ words about the 

mustard seed and the leaven give us hope. These 

parables show us the end of the story. We may not see 

progress, but one day Christ will return, and the earth 

will be like an idyllic garden again. We will find that 

righteousness and justice has spread everywhere. 

Isaiah 32:16-18 describes that day by saying, 

Then justice will dwell in the wilderness, and 

righteousness abide in the fruitful field. And 

the effect of righteousness will be peace, and 

the result of righteousness, quietness and 

trust forever. My people will abide in a 

peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, and 

in quiet resting places. 

Jesus frees us from despair by promising to bring 

about this great hope. Do not be afraid. Do not give up. 

Trust him, and believe in the promise of his kingdom. 
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CONCLUSION 

These are the qualities of the rest that Jesus fights 

for: freedom from evil, guilt, and despair. We will enjoy 

this ultimate Sabbath in Christ’s kingdom, but the 

knowledge of what is coming allows us to find rest for 

our souls here and now. It begins when we choose to 

trust Christ. Do you believe in him? If not, I encourage 

you to start today. 

If you believe, are you casting your cares upon him? 

He invites us to pray and entrust all our burdens to 

him. In Philippians 4, Paul speaks of God’s peace 

guarding our hearts and minds as we pray. I would 

encourage you to spend more time reflecting on this 

chapter. You probably also know someone else who 

needs to hear these truths. Would you share these great 

promises with that person? 

May we find true rest in the power of Christ! 
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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

1. Which of these qualities is most encouraging to 

you? Why? 

 

 

 

2. What could you do this week to keep your heart and 

mind focused on trusting Christ? 

 

 

 

3. What could you do this week to encourage a friend 

with these truths? 
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CHAPTER 11 
FIGHTING FOR THE FEW 

(LUKE 13:22-30) 

Smoke alarms can be extremely irritating. You are 

stressed out cooking a big holiday meal. Something 

gets a little burnt, and that piercing shriek begins. Or, 

you wake in the dead of night to that intermittent low 

battery chirp. You try to sleep through it, but it doesn’t 

work. You get up and try to fix it, but you wander 

around the house for an hour trying to figure out which 

alarm is chirping. You might be tempted to disconnect 

them, but that choice could be disastrous. If a fire 

breaks out, you will be grateful for the irritation. 
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We have been studying a section in Luke’s Gospel 

where Jesus makes several piercing statements. When 

you first hear them, you might find them irritating. 

Almost everyone likes Jesus when he talks about love, 

kindness, and acceptance. But when he sounds the 

alarm about judgment, you might be tempted to ignore 

him. Many people reject Christianity because they 

dislike those statements. Others choose the parts they 

want to keep and create their own version of Jesus. 

Today we come to a passage that shows us that those 

dismissive responses will be disastrous. 

In Luke 13:22-30, Jesus gives three warnings 

urging people to enter the kingdom of God. He knows 

that many will ignore him, but he fights for the few who 

are willing to listen. At the time, people were almost 

certainly offended by his words, and they are equally 

controversial today. But if you heed him, you will be 

eternally grateful for the irritation. 
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WARNING 1: THE DOOR IS NARROW 

I grew up in a town fifteen miles north of downtown 

Los Angeles. But during college, I worked at a place 

twenty-five miles south of the city. So, my commute 

required me to drive on freeways with four or five lanes 

of heavy traffic coming and going. But on my way home 

there was one interchange that narrows down to just 

one lane. Right after you pass through some tunnels, it 

turns off sharply to the left.  

Signs with flashing lights are placed several miles 

before that turn, but most people don’t prepare. Some 

are distracted by the chaos of driving. Others hope to 

sneak in at the last minute. That’s what I would do, but 
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it didn’t always work. Countless people end up missing 

that turn. 

In Luke 13:22-24, Jesus warns us of a narrow turn 

ahead. He is not talking about driving home, but about 

entering the kingdom of God. He says the door is 

narrow. Luke tells us, 

22He went on his way through towns and 

villages, teaching and journeying toward 

Jerusalem. 23And someone said to him, 

“Lord, will those who are saved be few?” And 

he said to them, 24“Strive to enter through the 

narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek 

to enter and will not be able. 

Why does Jesus describe salvation as narrow? I see 

at least three reasons. First, the door is narrow because 

there is only one true God. Many people today assume 

that all religions lead to the same God, but this is 

simply not true. The Old Testament makes a sharp 

distinction between the Creator God of the Bible and 

the deities worshiped by other religions. So, as God 

reveals the Ten Commandments, Exodus 20:2-3 tells 

us that he begins by saying, “I am the LORD your God, 

who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before 
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me.” Anyone who worships another god is rejecting the 

true God. 

Second, the door is narrow because there is only 

one Savior. Both Judaism and Islam claim to worship 

the God revealed in the Old Testament, but neither 

recognizes the need for a Savior. The Apostle Peter 

confronts the Jewish leaders of his time with rejecting 

the Savior. Acts 4:11-12 tells us that he says, 

This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by 

you, the builders, which has become the 

cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one 

else, for there is no other name under heaven 

given among men by which we must be 

saved. 

Jesus is even more emphatic about his unique role 

as Savior. On the night before his crucifixion, he tells 

his apostles that he is going to prepare a place for them. 

Thomas asks him about the way to this place, and John 

14:6 tells us, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the 

truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me.’” There is only one path, not many. 

Finally, the door is narrow because salvation is 

received through a personal response. Much of the Old 

Testament is directed to Israel as a nation. There are 
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clear indications of God’s concern for personal faith, 

but some Jews assumed that being descended from 

Abraham insured them a place in God’s kingdom. This 

way of thinking is probably what prompted the man’s 

question here in Luke 13:23. He seems to recognize 

that the teaching of Jesus contradicts this assumption.  

He phrases his question in a matter of fact way, but 

Jesus responds with a personal challenge for every 

individual. He says that many will seek to enter in some 

generic sense, but they will not be able. He urges 

everyone to strive to enter. He uses the word here from 

which we get our English word agonize. Contend. 

Fight. Struggle. Don’t let anything hold you back. 

Pursue the kingdom with a sense of utter desperation.  

This desperation is the attitude of genuine faith. It 

flows from the conviction that I personally need to be 

saved because God is holy and I am sinful, deserving 

his eternal condemnation. My nationality, upbringing, 

and relative moral standing do not improve my 

situation. I need a radical solution. Jesus makes this 

point in John 3:3 as he speaks with a Jewish leader 

named Nicodemus. John tells us, “Jesus answered him, 
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‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he 

cannot see the kingdom of God.’” 

There is no group entrance to the kingdom. No one 

carries anyone else in. Everyone is invited to come. The 

good news of salvation is to be proclaimed far and wide. 

But the new birth is like a turnstile, admitting one 

person at a time. We see both the universal invitation 

and the individual response in John 3:16. There Jesus 

says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 

Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 

have eternal life.”  

Salvation must be received through personal 

repentance and faith in the one true God and in our 

Savior Jesus Christ. Are you one of the few striving to 

enter through this narrow door? This leads us to a 

second warning.  
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WARNING 2: THE DOOR WILL SHUT 

Most doors are built to open and shut easily, but the 

world’s most secure facilities have very different 

entrances. They are made from concrete and steel to 

withstand nuclear blasts. They weigh thousands of 

pounds, so closing them requires significant effort. 

Once shut, no force on earth can pry them open. The 

entrance to the kingdom of God is even more secure, 

and Jesus tells us that at some point the door will shut 

permanently. 

Luke 13:25-27 tells us that he says, 

25When once the master of the house has 

risen and shut the door, and you begin to 
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stand outside and to knock at the door, 

saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will answer 

you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ 
26Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and 

drank in your presence, and you taught in 

our streets.’ 27But he will say, ‘I tell you, I do 

not know where you come from. Depart from 

me, all you workers of evil!’ 

These are the many who did not strive to enter the 

kingdom while they had the opportunity. They 

assumed that they could always seek it later. They 

claim to be acquainted with the master, because they 

shared a meal with him and heard him teach. But these 

were just tangential connections. They never pursued a 

personal relationship with him, so he says that he does 

not know where they came from.  

He calls them workers of evil and orders them to 

leave. A more literal translation of the term used here 

is unrighteousness. We are not told what sins they 

committed, but their behavior did not measure up to 

the Lord’s perfectly righteous standard. Their lives 

were characterized by an indifference to God and his 

truth. We might consider such indifference to be 

neutral, but there is no middle ground with God. 
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Paul refers to unrighteousness in Romans 1:18, 

when he says, “For the wrath of God is revealed from 

heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 

men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the 

truth.” God expects us to respond to whatever truths 

we learn about him. In Romans 1, Paul speaks about 

the knowledge of God’s existence and character that 

everyone perceives as they look out at the world. Even 

those who have never heard of Jesus see the evidence 

present in creation. So, when they fail to honor God, 

they are suppressing the truth in unrighteousness.  

It’s not just indifferent people that will be shut out. 

In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus describes a similar 

response to people who seem very religious. Matthew 

7:21-23 tells us that he says, 

Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 

will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one 

who does the will of my Father who is in 

heaven. On that day many will say to me, 

‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 

name, and cast out demons in your name, 

and do many mighty works in your name?’ 

And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew 

you; depart from me, you workers of 

lawlessness.’ 
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These people were actively engaged in ministry in 

the name of Christ. They claimed to prophesy, 

receiving and declaring new revelation from him. They 

supposedly cast out demons and did other miraculous 

signs. Jesus does not say whether any of this was real, 

but he again makes it clear that he did not know them. 

They never had a relationship with him. They used the 

title “Lord,” but they were workers of lawlessness. They 

never repented or submitted themselves to him. They 

refused to obey his will as revealed in his 

commandments. Their religion was nothing more than 

a show. 

So, how does someone avoid being shut out? The 

simple lesson from these passages is that you must 

begin a genuine relationship with the Lord now. Pay 

attention to what he has revealed in creation and in his 

word. Repent of your unrighteousness and trust him to 

save you and lead you forward in a life of obedience. 

Hebrews 9:27-28 gives this great assurance to all who 

long for Christ to come and bring his kingdom. 

And just as it is appointed for man to die 

once, and after that comes judgment, so 

Christ, having been offered once to bear the 

sins of many, will appear a second time, not 
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to deal with sin but to save those who are 

eagerly waiting for him. 

At some point, the door will shut, but you need not 

fear. Jesus gives this warning to sound the alarm, so 

that you will believe in him now. He offers one more 

warning, and it is the sharpest of all.  
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WARNING 3: THE DOOR HAS A WINDOW 

When you’re outside in the dark, light streams out 

the windows from a brightly lit home, and the things 

going on inside are clearly visible. When people have 

big flat-panel TVs mounted on their living room wall 

with large picture windows, you cannot help but notice 

what they are watching as you drive by. I have blinds 

on many of the windows in my home for that reason. I 

prefer to maintain my privacy. God, however, takes a 

different approach with his kingdom. 

Jesus says that those who are shut out will get a 

glimpse of what is going on inside. Extending his image 

of the door, you might say that the door has a window. 
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But this glimpse will not give people any comfort or 

consolation. Jesus warns us about it because it will 

reinforce all that the person has lost. 

Luke 13:28-30 tells us that Jesus says, 

28In that place there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham 

and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in 

the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast 

out. 29And people will come from east and 

west, and from north and south, and recline 

at table in the kingdom of God. 30And behold, 

some are last who will be first, and some are 

first who will be last.” 

Those who are shut out will see three groups of 

people. First, they will notice the Jewish Patriarchs: 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. These are the men who 

first received God’s covenant promises. Genesis 12:2-3 

tells us that God first came to Abraham and said, 

And I will make of you a great nation, and I 

will bless you and make your name great, so 

that you will be a blessing. I will bless those 

who bless you, and him who dishonors you I 

will curse, and in you all the families of the 

earth shall be blessed. 
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This kingdom gathering that Jesus describes is part of 

the fulfillment of this promise.  

The second group he mentions is the Old Testament 

prophets. The prophets were charged with keeping the 

hope of the covenant alive. When the people of Israel 

turned away from God, God confronted their sin 

through the prophets and brought warnings of future 

judgment. When the people were oppressed and 

discouraged, God gave the prophets visions of the 

promised kingdom. 

The third group in verse 29 consists of people 

gathered from every direction. Some of them are no 

doubt Jewish believers, but the description is so broad 

that the group must also include Gentiles. Some of 

Jesus’ listeners might have been offended by this 

thought. Many Jews at the time deeply resented 

Gentiles, because of the oppression they suffered at the 

hand of various nations. But this vision of a great 

celebration with people from all over the world is 

perfectly consistent with God’s promise to Abraham. 

These are the families of the earth who share in the 

blessing of Abraham by faith in Christ.  
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Revelation 5:9-10 reveals how diverse this group 

will be. As the elders before the throne of God worship 

the Lamb, John tells us, 

And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy 

are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, 

for you were slain, and by your blood you 

ransomed people for God from every tribe 

and language and people and nation, and you 

have made them a kingdom and priests to 

our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 

So, when Jesus speaks of the first being last and the 

last being first in Luke 13:30, he may have in mind the 

spread of the gospel to these nations. The descendants 

of Abraham received God’s promises first. They have 

known about God’s kingdom for 4,000 years, yet 

through the centuries down to the present day many 

refuse to believe. Meanwhile, there are still people 

groups throughout the world today that have never 

heard the gospel. Some Gentiles believe and secure 

their place in the kingdom before Jews do. In Romans 

11:11, Paul even says that part of God’s plan in drawing 

Gentiles to himself is to make the Jewish people jealous 

so that they will repent. Jesus is already using that 

tactic here in this passage. 
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Yet, the fact remains that some people will never 

repent. They will be shut out from God’s kingdom, and 

as they look in from the outside, Jesus says in verse 28 

that there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. These 

responses capture their deep sense of regret at being 

excluded. They had the opportunity to share in that 

glorious kingdom. They even see a glimpse of it, but the 

door is shut and there is nothing they can do. 

Luke only records this one instance of Jesus 

referring to weeping and gnashing of teeth, but 

Matthew mentions six other occasions. These passages 

paint a terrifying picture of eternal punishment. In 

Matthew 8:11-12, for instance, Jesus is responding to 

the remarkable faith of a Roman centurion in 

Capernaum. He describes the same scene that he 

mentions here in Luke 13. He says, 

I tell you, many will come from east and west 

and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the 

sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the 

outer darkness. In that place there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

These sons of the kingdom are Jewish people who 

refuse to believe. He sums up their experience as being 
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thrown into outer darkness. Their weeping and 

gnashing of teeth are a response to their hopeless 

condition. They remain in deep darkness. 

We find another example of this phrase in Matthew 

13:41-42. Jesus is explaining his parable of the wheat 

and the tares, and he says,  

The Son of Man will send his angels, and they 

will gather out of his kingdom all causes of 

sin and all law-breakers, and throw them 

into the fiery furnace. In that place there will 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

In this case, the weeping and gnashing of teeth is a 

response to the pain caused by the fire. In other 

passages, he indicates that this fire is eternal and 

unquenchable. 

Sometimes people crack jokes about hell, but 

eternal punishment is no laughing matter to Jesus. He 

warns people and urges them to repent and believe. 
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CONCLUSION 

We live in a noisy world full of distraction, but Jesus 

contends for our attention. He fights for the few and 

gives these sober warnings. The door to the kingdom is 

narrow, and one day it will be permanently closed. 

Those who are shut out will receive a fleeting glimpse 

of what they have missed that will fill them with regret 

for eternity.  

Are you striving to enter the kingdom? This is not a 

momentary decision like signing up for an insurance 

policy. It is a lifelong pursuit that shapes all your 

priorities and goals. If you are not striving, would you 

begin today? Repent of your unrighteous indifference, 

and trust in Jesus and his saving work on your behalf. 

If you want to learn more about that decision, I would 

encourage you to spend some time reading the third 

chapter of John’s Gospel from which I quoted earlier. 

These alarming warnings may also come as a wake-

up call for many of us who already believe. As I 

mentioned earlier, we are tempted to minimize or skip 

over strong passages like this, so that our Christianity 

becomes soft and sentimental. Perhaps you need to 

sharpen your beliefs. I am not suggesting that we 
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should become arrogant or obnoxious. We are called to 

speak the truth in love, but that responsibility requires 

us to clearly articulate what the Bible says about 

judgment, eternity, and salvation. Understanding 

those ideas should prompt us to follow the example of 

Jesus in sounding the alarm. 

May God fill our hearts with a passion for his 

kingdom! 

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

1. Are you ever tempted to ignore some part of biblical 

teaching? If so, what and why? 

 

 

2. What passages address that topic? Why is that part 

of biblical teaching important?  

 

 

3. How could you prepare yourself for future 

conversations about some of those controversial 

biblical topics? 
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CHAPTER 12 
RESPONDING TO OPPOSITION 

(LUKE 13:31-35) 

Some people are always bristling for a fight. They 

may never set foot in a boxing ring, but they are 

prepared to argue about anything. Social media wasn’t 

made with these people in mind, but they seem to 

dominate it. Bible-teaching churches also tend to 

attract people like this. Some pastors even fit this 

description. 

The Apostle Paul addresses this behavior in his 

Pastoral Epistles. In 1 Timothy 3:3, he says that 
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quarrelsome people are disqualified from church 

leadership. Then in Titus 3:10-11, he says, 

As for a person who stirs up division, after 

warning him once and then twice, have 

nothing more to do with him, knowing that 

such a person is warped and sinful; he is self-

condemned. 

On the other hand, some people refuse to fight or 

argue over anything. They want everyone to get along 

and accept each other unconditionally. Many who 

think this way claim Jesus as their example. At first 

glance, Isaiah 53:7 seems to support this view. I quoted 

this verse in the introduction to this study. It foretells 

Jesus’ acceptance of suffering by saying, 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet 

he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is 

led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that 

before its shearers is silent, so he opened not 

his mouth. 

Though Jesus suffered in humble silence on the 

cross, our study of Luke 11-13 has shown us that he did 

not hesitate to speak strong words during his ministry. 

He demonstrates and declares his kingdom power. He 

boldly confronts religious hypocrisy and materialism. 
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He calls people to repentance with alarming warnings 

of future judgment. He tirelessly contends for people’s 

souls. 

So, how do we follow Christ’s example of 

contending without becoming contentious or 

quarrelsome? Where is the balance? How do we 

respond to those who oppose our faith? In Luke 13:31-

35, Jesus models three responses to hostile opposition. 

This brief passage stands as a fitting conclusion to this 

part of Luke’s Gospel, because it clarifies the mindset 

Jesus has as he interacts with people. I challenge you 

to embrace the core convictions we see in his 

responses. 
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RESPONSE 1: CONFIDENCE IN GOD’S PLAN 

Every race has a finish line. It may be excruciatingly 

long, filled with twists and turns, hills and valleys, but 

no course goes on forever. You may not personally 

know where you’re at or where you’re headed, but you 

don’t make it up as you go along. You can be confident 

that a designer laid out the plan. 

The Bible teaches believers to view life this way. 

God lays out the plan for our lives from beginning to 

end. So, when we face difficulty or even hostility, we 

can do so with complete confidence. Jesus models this 

response in Luke 13:31-32. Luke tells us, 
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31At that very hour some Pharisees came and 

said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod 

wants to kill you.” 32And he said to them, “Go 

and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons 

and perform cures today and tomorrow, and 

the third day I finish my course. 

This situation is probably more complicated than it 

appears. This Herod known as Antipas was appointed 

by the Romans as Tetrarch over Galilee and the region 

east of the Jordan River called Perea. You may 

remember that John the Baptist confronted him 

because he divorced his wife to marry his brother’s 

wife, Herodias. Herod imprisoned John but still 

demonstrated an interest in his preaching (Mk 6:20). 

He did not execute John until Herodias and her 

daughter tricked him into doing it, so it is not clear why 

Herod would want to kill Jesus. In fact, when Herod 

finally comes face to face with Jesus on the day of the 

crucifixion, he does not see any reason for him to be 

executed (Lu 23:15). 

The Pharisees, on the other hand, have already 

demonstrated animosity toward Jesus. Why would 

they warn him of this threat? They probably want to 

hurry him along to Jerusalem where their influence is 
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stronger. As we will see later in Luke, they are able to 

manipulate the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, into 

executing Jesus. Perhaps Herod was just going along 

with their scheme to pacify them. So, Jesus calls him a 

fox, wily and cunning. 

Jesus does not waver in the face of these threats, 

however, but asserts his confidence in God’s plan. He 

speaks of casting out demons and performing cures for 

two days, and then finishing his course on the third. He 

is probably using a figure of speech here. The 

crucifixion is still at least a few weeks away, but he is 

fulfilling the mission that God has given him. As he 

prays the night before his crucifixion, John 17:4 tells us 

that he says, “I glorified you on earth, having 

accomplished the work that you gave me to do.” He 

proclaimed the kingdom and demonstrated the 

character of God, but one task remained. On the next 

day as he hangs on the cross, John 19:30 tells us, 

“When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, ‘It is 

finished,’ and he bowed his head and gave up his 

spirit.” He offers himself as the perfect once-for-all 

sacrifice to rescue us from the wrath of God. 
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Later after Jesus rises from the dead and ascends 

into heaven, the disciples face similar threats from the 

Jewish leaders in Jerusalem. But they look back and 

draw strength from the knowledge of how God worked 

during the ministry of Jesus. Acts 4:27-29 records part 

of their prayer. They say, 

for truly in this city there were gathered 

together against your holy servant Jesus, 

whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius 

Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the 

peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand 

and your plan had predestined to take place. 

And now, Lord, look upon their threats and 

grant to your servants to continue to speak 

your word with all boldness. 

The disciples find confidence in God’s plan. They 

believe that just as he directed the actions of Herod and 

Pilate, he is equally sovereign over the opposition they 

are facing. If they gave way to fear, they could have 

hidden and kept silent. On the other hand, fear could 

have also prompted them to lash out with intense 

hatred and fight for control. But instead, they entrust 

their safety to God and pray for boldness to speak God’s 

word. 
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Paul reflects this same conviction and encourages 

all Christians to respond to hostility in the same way. 

In Philippians 1:27, he urges the Christians of Philippi 

to strive together for the sake of the gospel. Then in 

verses 28-30, he says, 

and not frightened in anything by your 

opponents. This is a clear sign to them of 

their destruction, but of your salvation, and 

that from God. For it has been granted to you 

that for the sake of Christ you should not only 

believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 

engaged in the same conflict that you saw I 

had and now hear that I still have. 

This confidence in God is a vital part of our 

testimony. It demonstrates the truthfulness of the 

message we preach. Why would we fear some physical 

threat, if we believe in eternal life? Why would we 

worry about people’s schemes when we know the one 

who sets the course? We must respond to people in a 

way that reflects our trust in God. Be confident in his 

plan.  
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RESPONSE 2: COMPASSION BY GOD’S GRACE 

Human beings are the only creatures made in the 

image of God, yet animals sometimes behave in ways 

that set an example for us. The book of Proverbs speaks 

of ants being diligent in their work and rock badgers 

making their homes in secure cliffs. Luke tells us that 

Jesus points to the motherly care of a hen for her 

chicks. It seems natural to care for your own offspring, 

and yet many human beings fail in this responsibility. 

But here Jesus uses the hen and her chicks to illustrate 

how he cares for the people who are scheming to kill 

him. He shows us how to respond with compassion by 

God’s grace. 
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Luke 13:33-34 tells us that he says, 

33Nevertheless, I must go on my way today 

and tomorrow and the day following, for it 

cannot be that a prophet should perish away 

from Jerusalem.' 34O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 

the city that kills the prophets and stones 

those who are sent to it! How often would I 

have gathered your children together as a 

hen gathers her brood under her wings, and 

you were not willing!  

Roughly a thousand years before the time of Christ, 

King David establishes Jerusalem as Israel’s capital 

city. It serves as the political and religious center for 

the land. David’s descendents rule from there, and his 

son Solomon builds the temple there. So, whenever the 

kingdom begins to falter spiritually, God raises up 

prophets as his spokesmen to call the leaders in 

Jerusalem to repentance. When Israel is divided, some 

prophets like Elijah and Elisha are sent to the Northern 

Kingdom, but there is always a special focus on 

Jerusalem in the south. 

Some kings respond with humility, but others do 

not. Jeremiah is imprisoned in Jerusalem, but he does 

not die there. There is a Jewish tradition that King 
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Manasseh had the Prophet Isaiah sawn in half, but 

there are only two biblical accounts of prophets dying 

there. Jeremiah tells the story of a prophet named 

Uriah who declares messages similar to Jeremiah’s. 

When King Jehoiakim threatens Uriah, he flees to 

Egypt, but the king is so furious that he sends men to 

capture him. Jeremiah 26:23 tells us, 

and they took Uriah from Egypt and brought 

him to King Jehoiakim, who struck him 

down with the sword and dumped his dead 

body into the burial place of the common 

people. 

Another prophet faces opposition in Jerusalem 

earlier during the reign of King Joash. When Joash is a 

baby, his evil grandmother, Athaliah attempts to 

assassinate all the heirs to the throne, so that she can 

seize power. Joash is rescued and raised by the godly 

priest, Jehoiada. Jehoiada then orchestrates the 

overthrow of Athaliah and the coronation of Joash 

when he is just seven years old. Many years later after 

Jehoiada dies, Joash turns away from the Lord, so God 

raises up prophets including Jehoiada’s own son, 

Zechariah, to confront the king. Zechariah must have 

been like a brother to Joash, but 2 Chronicles 24:21 
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tells us, “But they conspired against him, and by 

command of the king they stoned him with stones in 

the court of the house of the LORD.” 

So, Jesus is fully aware of what awaits him in 

Jerusalem. He knows the city’s history, and he knows 

the hearts of the Jewish leaders of his day. He could 

easily head off their attack. Matthew 26:53 tells us that 

when he is arrested, he says, “Do you think that I 

cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send 

me more than twelve legions of angels?” But, of course, 

he does not do this. As we have said, he is confident in 

God’s plan, and he reflects the grace of God in his 

compassion. 

Jesus says that he wants to gather them like a hen 

would gather her brood under her wings. We find this 

same imagery in the book of Ruth. Ruth is not a Jew, 

but after her Jewish husband dies, she cares for his 

mother Naomi and pledges herself to the God of Israel. 

When she meets Boaz, the man who later becomes her 

husband, Ruth 2:12 tells us that he says, “The LORD 

repay you for what you have done, and a full reward be 

given you by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose 

wings you have come to take refuge!” 
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Jesus presents himself as the only true place of 

refuge. He wants to gather people under his wing. 

Through his death and resurrection, he provides the 

only shelter that will protect us from God’s judgment. 

So, on one hand, he knows that the Jewish leaders must 

reject him so that he can offer himself in our place as 

the sacrifice to atone for our sins. But at the same time, 

he wants to save the Jewish leaders and bring them 

under his wings. He feels compassion for them and for 

all who reject him. He calls everyone to come under his 

protection by faith.  

If you have taken refuge under Christ’s wings, then 

you should extend his compassion to others, even those 

who oppose our faith today. We should not respond 

like Jonah. When God calls him to preach to Israel’s 

enemies in Nineveh, he refuses. He sails the opposite 

direction, until he is rerouted with the help of a great 

fish. He reluctantly preaches in the city and they 

repent. But Jonah is angry, so Jonah 4:11 tells us that 

God says, “And should not I pity Nineveh, that great 

city, in which there are more than 120,000 persons 

who do not know their right hand from their left, and 

also much cattle?” Though these people opposed Israel 
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and lacked any moral discernment, God cared for 

them. 

God loves the world. His compassion extends to the 

hardest hearts. So, we should reflect his grace in how 

we respond to anyone who opposes our faith.  



Responding to Opposition (Luke 13:31-35) 

— 259 — 

RESPONSE 3: HOPE IN GOD’S POWER 

When I was young, my mom worked as a secretary 

at a real estate office. Each week she would put together 

a newspaper advertisement highlighting the great 

qualities of the properties their agents had listed. If the 

house was small, she would call it cozy. If the interior 

was outdated, she would say that it was quaint. If it was 

run down, she would call it a great investment 

opportunity. But some houses were in such poor 

condition, that it was impossible to put a positive spin 

on it. The owner’s only option was to give up the home 

and walk away. 
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As Jesus contemplates the opposition he is facing 

from the Jewish leaders, there is nothing positive for 

him to say about the nation, yet he does not give up on 

them. He identifies their dire situation but responds to 

it by expressing his hope in God’s power. Luke 13:35 

tells us that he says, “Behold, your house is forsaken. 

And I tell you, you will not see me until you say, 

‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’” 

In this statement, Jesus draws upon two 

foundational ideas from the Old Testament. The first 

idea is that God made a covenant with Abraham that 

promised his blessing unconditionally. We will return 

to the covenant in a moment. The second idea relates 

to the Old Testament Law. When God gave the people 

of Israel his commandments after the Exodus, he made 

their experience of his blessing contingent upon their 

obedience If they obeyed, they would be blessed, but if 

they disobeyed, they would be cursed. 

So, in Leviticus 26, he gave them a list of curses if 

they disobeyed. In verses 27-28, for instance, God says, 

“But if in spite of this you will not listen to me, but walk 

contrary to me, then I will walk contrary to you in fury, 

and I myself will discipline you sevenfold for your sins.” 
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Then in verse 33, he says, “And I will scatter you among 

the nations, and I will unsheathe the sword after you, 

and your land shall be a desolation, and your cities 

shall be a waste.” 

The people experience these curses as the Assyrian 

Empire conquers Israel’s Northern Kingdom in 722 

B.C. and then as the Babylonian Empire conquers 

Jerusalem and the Southern Kingdom of Judah in 586 

B.C. The people of Israel are scattered and taken 

captive, but God does not abandon them. A remnant 

returns to the land and rebuilds the city of Jerusalem 

and the temple.  

But here Jesus is speaking of something worse. 

When he says their house will be forsaken, he is 

speaking of God turning away from Israel for a time. 

What other option is there when God sends them a 

Savior King, but they oppose him and kill him? God 

begins working outside of the Jewish nation in and 

through the church. 

But Jesus still has hope for Israel, a hope grounded 

in God’s covenant with Abraham. In Luke 13:35 he 

speaks of them seeing him and saying “Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord.” This phrase comes 
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from Psalm 118:26. It expresses an acceptance of the 

one the psalmist describes in verse 22 by saying, “The 

stone that the builders rejected has become the 

cornerstone.” Of course, we will see later in Luke that 

crowds chant, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord” when Jesus enters Jerusalem. We often call 

it the Triumphal Entry on Palm Sunday. But they do 

not truly see him for who he is on that occasion. A few 

days later they call for his crucifixion. So, I think that 

Jesus is referring to some other occasion here in Luke 

13:35. 

He is looking ahead to a time when the Jewish 

people receive him as the cornerstone, their Savior, and 

their King. God will not forsake the house of Israel 

forever. At some point, he will bring about the ultimate 

fulfillment of his covenant with Abraham by leading 

the Jewish people to repentance. Over 400 years before 

the birth of Jesus, God foretells this dramatic change of 

heart in Zechariah 12:10 by saying,  

And I will pour out on the house of David and 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace 

and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look 

on me, on him whom they have pierced, they 

shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an 
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only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one 

weeps over a firstborn. 

Paul speaks of this amazing transformation in 

Romans 11:11-12. He says, 

So I ask, did they stumble in order that they 

might fall? By no means! Rather through 

their trespass salvation has come to the 

Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous. Now if 

their trespass means riches for the world, 

and if their failure means riches for the 

Gentiles, how much more will their full 

inclusion mean! 

So, even as Jesus announces that the house of Israel 

will be forsaken by God, he expresses his hope that God 

will transform the hearts of a future generation. They 

will repent and welcome him as their Savior and King. 

The power of God can melt hearts of stone. No one is 

beyond his reach.  So, even when someone opposes 

you, there is still hope. Don’t give up on anyone.  

Respond to opposition with hope in God’s power to 

save and transform people. 
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CONCLUSION 

We may never experience anything close to the 

opposition that Jesus faced, but his responses should 

still shape our convictions. We should be confident in 

God’s plan, compassionate by God’s grace, and hopeful 

in God’s power. Is that how you are? Can people sense 

these convictions in you? 

Do you need to cultivate this kind of compassion for 

people? We cannot allow ourselves to get sucked up in 

the contentious, hateful spirit of our age. We must 

reflect God’s grace to everyone.  

Do you need to pray for boldness like the believers 

in the early church? Trust in God’s sovereign plan and 

speak his truth. Faithfully run the race that he has laid 

out for us until we reach the finish.  

Or, perhaps you stand on the other side. Do you 

resist or even oppose Christianity? God still loves you 

and invites you to come. Would you receive his grace? 

If you are not ready to take that step, would you at least 

learn more about Christ’s message of salvation? I 

encourage you to read about how the early Christians 

expressed their faith in Acts 4.  

May God transform us to live like Christ! 
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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

1. Are you more inclined to be overly accepting or 

overly contentious? Why do you think this is the 

case? 

 

 

 

2. On which of these responses do you most need to 

focus to follow the example of Jesus? Why? 

 

 

 

3. What could you do to keep your heart and mind 

focused on the response you identified above? 
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