
An Exposition of Luke 9-11 by 

Bryan Craddock 



 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

An Exposition of Luke 9-11 by 

Bryan Craddock 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5495 East Main St, Kalamazoo, MI 49048 

CalvaryEast.com 

  

http://calvaryeast.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright © 2018 by Bryan Craddock 

 

Cover design by Audrea King 

 

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from the 

ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright 

© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

  



 

 

Contents 

Introduction  

The Problem with Our Learning 1 

Chapter 1  

Representing Jesus and His Kingdom  

Luke 9:1-9 5 

Chapter 2  

Serving on Empty  

Luke 9:10-17 31 

Chapter 3  

The Way of the Cross  

Luke 9:18-27 51 

Chapter 4  

The Hope of Glory  

Luke 9:28-36 71 

Chapter 5  

Desperate Faith  

Luke 9:37-45 93 

Chapter 6  

Accepting People for Jesus  

Luke 9:46-56 113 

Chapter 7  

Jesus Above All  

Luke 9:57-62 133 



 

Chapter 8  

Mistakes Disciples Make  

Luke 10:1-16 151 

Chapter 9  

The Joy of Discipleship  

Luke 10:17-24 171 

Chapter 10  

Love Your Neighbor  

Luke 10:25-37 193 

Chapter 11  

Love the Lord  

Luke 10:38-42 215 

Chapter 12  

How to Pray  

Luke 11:1-13 239 

 

 



Series Introduction 

— 1 — 

Introduction 
The Problem with Our Learning 

For most of us, our education focused on acquiring 

facts and regurgitating them. So, we associate learning 

with classrooms, books, homework and exams. I have 

enjoyed my academic experience and have spent most of 

my life in that setting, but there is a problem with it. It is 

easy to lose touch with reality. You can study countless 

theories and ideas without making any connection to the 

practicalities of everyday life. You can earn degrees and 

be smart in the world’s eyes, and yet be completely lost 

when it comes to handling basic matters of life. 
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That approach to learning can also have a disastrous 

effect in our spiritual lives. You can acquire countless 

biblical facts and study deep theological ideas without 

making any connection to the practicalities of everyday 

life. Many of us even equate Bible knowledge with 

spiritual maturity. 

James 1:22-25 refutes this erroneous way of thinking 

by saying, 

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 

deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer 

of the word and not a doer, he is like a man 

who looks intently at his natural face in a 

mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away 

and at once forgets what he was like. But the 

one who looks into the perfect law, the law of 

liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who 

forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed 

in his doing. 

To understand a more practical approach to learning, 

we need to examine the ministry of Jesus. Who better 

than he to serve as the model teacher? The word disciple 

means “learner,” but Jesus’ approach to teaching is very 

different from what we see in our culture. The Gospels 

tell us that he called people to follow him. Those who 
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were fishermen left their nets behind to join him on the 

road as he journeyed from town to town teaching and 

performing miracles. This was on-the-job training for the 

roles they would fill after he ascended to heaven. They 

heard what he taught, saw what he did, and were guided 

into following his example. 

Luke 9:1-11:13 recounts this learning process. We can 

sum up this part of Luke’s Gospel by calling it, On the 

Road with Jesus: Lessons for Disciples. These discipleship 

lessons are not reserved for church leaders. Jesus expects 

every believer to put his truth into practice by joining him 

in his mission, and I believe Luke recorded these accounts 

for that purpose. So, I invite you to join me in this study, 

not to acquire more facts, but to be transformed.  

May God make us more like Jesus! 
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Chapter 1 
Representing Jesus 

and His Kingdom 
Luke 9:1-9 

Companies around the world are investing heavily in 

developing virtual reality technology. Their goal is to 

engineer experiences that engage all your senses without 

you ever having to leave your living room. Rather than 

just watching a movie or playing a game, they want you 

to feel as if you have stepped into that world as an active 

participant.  

As intriguing as that sounds, for decades science 

fiction writers have imagined the damage it could cause 
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in society. They envision people cutting themselves off 

from the world. Rather than navigating the difficulties of 

work and relationships, they withdraw into the perfect 

fantasy of their own artificial reality 

Of course, you do not need advanced technology to 

create an artificial reality. Christians have repeatedly 

succumbed to that temptation over the centuries. That 

impulse was one of the driving factors in monastic 

movements. It has prompted others like the Amish to 

isolate themselves in Christian communities. We even see 

it today when people create Christian alternatives to 

everything that society has to offer: education, music, 

novels, movies, sports leagues, exercise classes, and so 

on.  

Sin makes the world a messy place, so we feel much 

more comfortable if we isolate ourselves from it. But we 

need to recognize that if we withdraw from contact with 

the world, we are creating our own virtual Christianity. 

It’s not the real thing. It may feel as if we are being more 

spiritual, but it is artificial because we are rejecting 

Christ’s purpose for us. 

Paul describes this purpose in 2 Corinthians 5:18-21 

when he says, 
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All this is from God, who through Christ 

reconciled us to himself and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ 

God was reconciling the world to himself, not 

counting their trespasses against them, and 

entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God 

making his appeal through us. We implore you 

on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For 

our sake he made him to be sin who knew no 

sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

If you have been reconciled to God through Jesus 

Christ, then you are called to be his ambassador to the 

world. But how do we live out this responsibility? 

Luke’s Gospel gives us helpful guidance as he tells of 

Jesus sending out the apostles on their first missions trip. 

Luke 9:1-9 reveals five requirements for representing 

Jesus and his kingdom. Some of the details are unique to 

the apostles, but the principles still apply to all who follow 

Jesus today. As we walk through these verses, I 

encourage you to evaluate your own engagement with the 

world. 
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Requirement 1: Demonstrate His Power 

Every purchase is an act of faith. As a buyer, you do 

not know whether the product will measure up to what 

the seller has promised. Will the food taste good? Will the 

car run well? Will the movie be entertaining? So, the 

smart seller finds ways to demonstrate the product. Stores 

handout samples, car dealers offer test drives, and movie 

studios release trailers.  

Jesus uses a similar approach as he calls people to 

believe in his kingdom. He performs miracles that 

demonstrate his power, and as he sends out the apostles, 

he gives them the same ability. Luke 9:1 tells us, “And he 

called the twelve together and gave them power and 
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authority over all demons and to cure diseases.” The 

ability to perform such miracles relates directly to God’s 

kingdom promises from the Old Testament. 

The Old Testament does not reveal much about the 

activity of demons, but it does mention their leader. 

Genesis 3 speaks of a serpent in the garden of Eden who 

tempts the woman. Job 1 describes an angelic being called 

Satan, who orchestrates Job’s afflictions. Then Isaiah 14 

and Ezekiel 28 indicate that the same being controls some 

of the world’s most powerful rulers. But those chapters 

promise that he will ultimately be defeated. 

By the time Jesus comes, many people recognize that 

some of their afflictions are a result of Satan and his 

demons. Some people are even possessed. So, when Jesus 

and the apostles cast out demons they are not bringing 

about the final victory, but they are giving people a 

preview. They are showing that Jesus has the power to rid 

the world of Satan’s influence. That final victory is 

described in Revelation 20 where it says that the devil will 

be cast into the lake of fire. 

The Old Testament prophets also look forward to a 

time when death will be defeated. Isaiah 25:8 says, 
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He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord 

GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and 

the reproach of his people he will take away 

from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 

When Jesus and the apostles heal people from disease and 

even raise people from the dead, they are demonstrating 

this kind of power over death. They do not heal every 

sickness. The full expression of Christ’s healing power 

will not be realized until the new heaven and earth 

described in Revelation 21 and 22 is established. But the 

miracles of healing performed by the apostles confirm 

that Jesus will be able to eliminate sickness and death 

when the time is right. 

So, can followers of Jesus still demonstrate his power 

this way today? The power of God has not changed. 

Passages like James 5:16 teach us to pray for healing, and 

God may choose to answer those prayers. But the ability 

that Jesus gives the apostles in Luke 9 is more than 

prayer. Hebrews 2:3-4 describes it by saying,  

How shall we escape if we neglect such a great 

salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, 

and it was attested to us by those who heard, 

while God also bore witness by signs and 

wonders and various miracles and by gifts of 
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the Holy Spirit distributed according to his 

will. 

So, these miracles serve as God’s confirmation that 

the message of Jesus and the Apostles is true. Once their 

reliability was established, that confirmation did not need 

to be repeated for each generation to come along 

afterward. I do not think these abilities are normative for 

Christians today. 

But there is another aspect of Christ’s kingdom power 

that every believer should display. Ezekiel 36:27 looks 

forward to the ultimate spiritual transformation that 

people will experience in the kingdom. God says, “And I 

will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in 

my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.”  

Every believer in Christ is indwelt by the Holy Spirit. 

We do not yet experience the full sanctifying power of the 

Spirit described in Ezekiel, but as soon as he enters our 

lives he begins to transform us and to produce spiritual 

fruit in us. So, to represent Jesus and his kingdom today 

every Christian should demonstrate Christ’s power by 

displaying the fruit of the Spirit. 
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Can people see the transforming power of the Spirit at 

work in you? They should see a preview of the kingdom 

by looking at you.  
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Requirement 2: Proclaim His Kingdom 

It’s a common scene in stories. A king’s men enter a 

village and a great fanfare is sounded. A herald then 

delivers a message from the king. He does not add 

anything to it or subtract anything from it. Though people 

may not like what he has to say, they know that he speaks 

for the king. 

Luke 9:2 tells us that Jesus charges the apostles to 

carry out a similar role. It says, “and he sent them out to 

proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal." Some 

translations use the word preach instead of proclaim, but 

we could also use the word herald. Jesus is the king, and 
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he sends out the apostles and all his followers to proclaim 

the coming of his kingdom.  

Many Christians today would probably struggle to 

define the kingdom, much less proclaim it. We tend to 

emphasize that God is a loving Father who forgives us for 

our disobedience. That concept is true, but if we limit 

ourselves to that one perspective, much of the Bible will 

seem pointless. The entire storyline from Genesis to 

Revelation is tied to the kingdom.  

From the very beginning, God designs human beings 

to glorify him by ruling over his creation. Genesis 1:26 

tells us,  

Then God said, "Let us make man in our 

image, after our likeness. And let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 

birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 

over all the earth and over every creeping thing 

that creeps on the earth." 

But when Adam and Eve defy the one limitation God 

gives them in Genesis 3, humanity is plunged into a state 

of anarchy. Without a proper relationship with God, they 

lose the ability to rule over creation. In fact, they cannot 

even control their own impulses and desires. As a result, 
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Genesis 4 tells us that jealousy drives their son, Cain, to 

kill his brother, Abel. When humans attempt to rule, they 

oppress one another. They even create false religions to 

justify their behavior and reinforce their power.  

God chose to begin the process of building his 

kingdom with one man named Abram. Genesis 12:1-3 

tells us, 

Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go from your 

country and your kindred and your father's 

house to the land that I will show you. And I 

will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 

you and make your name great, so that you 

will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless 

you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, 

and in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed." 

The people of Israel are Abram’s descendants. God 

gives them his law and priests to show them how to 

worship him and live under his rule. He promises to bless 

them if they obey, but they fail time and again. God 

establishes David and his descendants to lead the nation 

as kings. But most of them are half-hearted leaders, and 

some lead the people astray. So, God raises up prophets 

to announce God’s judgment and to instill hope that 
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God’s rule will one day be realized through a descendant 

of David. This is the storyline of the Old Testament. 

As the New Testament era begins, John the Baptist, 

Jesus, and the apostles proclaim the kingdom. They call 

people to place their hope in the fulfillment of those Old 

Testament promises. When this kingdom comes in its 

fullness, the powers of evil will be conquered, and true 

justice will be established. Sickness and death will 

disappear. Poverty will be eliminated. Human hearts will 

be transformed, and God will be present in all his glory. 

They urge people to believe this good news, to stop living 

in a way that contradicts God’s purpose, and to humbly 

seek his forgiveness.  

The apostles also come to understand some other 

important details. They learn the cost of entering the 

kingdom. Jesus died to take away our sins and rose again 

to give us righteousness and eternal life. They also learn 

that Jesus makes it possible for Gentiles who are not 

physically descended from Abram to receive an 

inheritance in the kingdom by faith. Finally, they learn 

that Jesus will return to earth a second time in the future 

to fulfill these promises. 
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This message has not changed. We should still 

proclaim this kingdom. In fact, it embodies the deepest 

desires of our hearts. Is this your vision of the future? Are 

you longing for the return of the king? If so, then proclaim 

this great hope for all to hear.  
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Requirement 3: Support His Servants 

When I head out on a trip, I like to be prepared. I take 

time to think through everything that I will need. I don’t 

overdo it. I normally travel light. But when Jesus sends 

out the apostles, Luke 9:3 tells us, “And he said to them, 

‘Take nothing for your journey, no staff, nor bag, nor 

bread, nor money; and do not have two tunics.’” 

Why does Jesus make this stipulation? There could be 

several reasons. It may express a sense of urgency. He 

does not want them to delay. It may remove barriers in 

identifying with the poor. They are living simply rather 

than showing off their possessions. Some also say that 

Jesus makes this requirement because he wants his 
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servants to live by faith, yet he does not always require 

them to go out without supplies. I think his primary 

reason becomes clear in verse 4. He says, “And whatever 

house you enter, stay there, and from there depart.” Jesus 

wanted those who accepted the message to support his 

servants. 

This kind of partnership is vital to the mission of 

representing Jesus and his kingdom. We find this strategy 

repeated in the book of Acts as Paul travels to different 

cities. When someone invites apostles into his home, that 

household becomes their base of operations during their 

stay. Even after the apostles move on, that home probably 

serves as a meeting place for all the believers in the area. 

So, in four of Paul’s letters he mentions churches in 

people’s homes (Rom 16:5; 1 Cor 16:19; Col 4:15; Phm 

1:2). These people who hosted apostles, probably end up 

becoming the leaders of local churches.  

Supporting God’s work changes you. Paul mentions 

this in his letter to the Philippians. In Philippians 4:15-18, 

he writes, 

And you Philippians yourselves know that in 

the beginning of the gospel, when I left 

Macedonia, no church entered into partnership 
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with me in giving and receiving, except you 

only. Even in Thessalonica you sent me help 

for my needs once and again. Not that I seek 

the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to 

your credit. I have received full payment, and 

more. I am well supplied, having received from 

Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant 

offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to 

God. 

Paul is not concerned about getting money. He is 

willing to work to provide for his own needs, but their 

support for him deepens their worship. As they partner 

with him, they are increasingly aligning their lives with 

God’s mission, so that they are bearing spiritual fruit for 

Christ. 

Are you supporting the work? Is your life increasingly 

aligned with God’s mission? It may start with inviting 

someone over, but it could lead to the establishment of a 

new local church. Would you be willing to make your 

home the base for outreach in your neighborhood? 
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Requirement 4: Acknowledge His Judgment 

When you search through all the ways that the Bible 

talks about feet, you find some surprising spiritual 

connections. When Moses saw the burning bush, Exodus 

3 tells us that God told him to take his sandals off because 

his feet were on holy ground. When the priests were 

consecrated for service, Exodus 29 tells us that the blood 

from a sacrifice was smeared onto their right ear, their 

right thumb, and the big toe of their right foot. Psalm 

119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light 

to my path.” Isaiah 52:7 says that the one who brings 

good news about God’s kingdom has beautiful feet. 
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Luke 9:5 tells us that Jesus makes another connection 

with feet. He tells the apostles, "And wherever they do 

not receive you, when you leave that town shake off the 

dust from your feet as a testimony against them." Their 

feet get dusty traveling to bring the good news of the 

kingdom, but some towns will reject them. They had an 

opportunity to respond to the message, but they refused. 

So, they will be held accountable, and the dust from the 

apostles’ feet will be material evidence against them. 

Representing Jesus and his kingdom requires us to 

acknowledge his judgment. 

Jesus is very explicit about his role in future judgment. 

John 5:25-29 tells us that he said, 

Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, 

and is now here, when the dead will hear the 

voice of the Son of God, and those who hear 

will live. For as the Father has life in himself, 

so he has granted the Son also to have life in 

himself. And he has given him authority to 

execute judgment, because he is the Son of 

Man. Do not marvel at this, for an hour is 

coming when all who are in the tombs will hear 

his voice and come out, those who have done 

good to the resurrection of life, and those who 

have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. 
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The message of judgment is certainly not popular with 

people, but it cannot be neglected. In Acts 10:42, Peter 

explains that it is an essential part of our witness. As he 

speaks of Jesus, he says, “And he commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 

appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead.” 

People need to understand what is at stake when we 

speak of the kingdom. The king will not allow everyone 

to spend eternity in his kingdom. Only those who are 

forgiven and clothed in his righteousness are qualified to 

enter. 

As frightening as Christ’s judgment is, we should not 

use it in a manipulative way. Jesus’ words in Luke 9 

suggest, that the apostles are to simply deliver the 

message. In verse 6, Luke tells us, “And they departed 

and went through the villages, preaching the gospel and 

healing everywhere.” They keep moving. They do not 

beat people over the head about coming judgment. If 

people do not respond, they shake off the dust and move 

on. 

Are you willing to acknowledge his judgment? Many 

professing Christians would like to deny it, but Scripture 
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is clear about it. Do you believe? Does it compel you to 

speak up? 
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Requirement 5: Explain His Authority 

Puzzles are hard enough when you have a picture to 

follow. Without that kind of guidance, you can make all 

sorts of wrong connections. Pieces may seem to fit, but 

they end up throwing off the whole picture. 

People often have the same problem when they hear 

about Jesus. They pick up a few pieces and make wrong 

connections. So, representing Jesus and his kingdom 

requires us to explain who he is and why he has the 

authority to rule over us as our king. 

When you first read Luke 9:7-9, it seems as if Luke is 

moving on to another story. Verse 10, however, speaks of 

the apostles returning from their ministry tour. So, Luke 
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apparently wants us to think of these verses in connection 

with Jesus sending out the apostles. He writes,  

Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that 

was happening, and he was perplexed, because 

it was said by some that John had been raised 

from the dead, by some that Elijah had 

appeared, and by others that one of the 

prophets of old had risen. Herod said, "John I 

beheaded, but who is this about whom I hear 

such things?" And he sought to see him. 

Herod and his crowd are thoroughly confused. They 

assume that Jesus is some kind of prophet—John, Elijah, 

or someone else. Ironically, they even speculate that he is 

risen from the dead. They do not connect the pieces as 

Peter does when Jesus tests him. Matthew 16:16 tells us, 

“Simon Peter replied, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.’” In other words, Jesus is not merely a 

prophet. He is the one to whom all the prophets point. He 

is the promised Messiah, the coming king. He is God 

incarnate. 

But people do not come to understand who Jesus is 

through their own speculation. Luke says that Herod 

sought to see Jesus. His intentions seem good, but as a 

ruler, he could have had Jesus brought before him at any 
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point. It was a year or more before he finally meets Jesus 

face to face, and it only happens because Pilate sends 

Jesus to him on the day of the crucifixion. Luke 23:11 tells 

us, “And Herod with his soldiers treated him with 

contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying him in 

splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pilate.” 

Like Herod, many people only have a superficial 

interest in Jesus. But we should still seek every 

opportunity to clarify who Jesus is. Paul sets a good 

example for us. Acts 17:2-4 tells us,  

And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on 

three Sabbath days he reasoned with them 

from the Scriptures, explaining and proving 

that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and 

to rise from the dead, and saying, "This Jesus, 

whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ." And 

some of them were persuaded and joined Paul 

and Silas, as did a great many of the devout 

Greeks and not a few of the leading women. 

To represent Jesus, you must be able to explain who 

he is. Do you need to learn more? Are you looking for 

those opportunities with people? 
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Conclusion 

The same mission that Jesus gave the apostles 

continues today. If you believe in him, then you have a 

responsibility to represent him and his kingdom. We must 

demonstrate his power, proclaim his kingdom, support 

his servants, acknowledge his judgment, and explain his 

authority. 

But if you have never come to the point of believing 

in Jesus, would you accept him as your king? Our 

attempts to rule our own hearts bring nothing but chaos, 

but when we submit to him we find true peace.  If you 

want to learn more about what it means to follow him, 

keep reading in Luke 9.  

If you are striving to represent Jesus, which of these 

requirements do you need to work on? Would you pick 

one and think about it throughout the week? Look for 

opportunities to be a faithful ambassador. You may even 

want to memorize 2 Corinthians 5:20-21, where Paul 

speaks of that responsibility and sums up the message of 

reconciliation. 

May the good news of the kingdom sound forth from 

us! 
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Questions for Further Reflection 

1. How would you explain the good news of Christ’s 

kingdom? 

 

 

 

2. How have you lived out these requirements over the 

past year?  

 

 

 

3. What could you do this week to be more faithful in 

representing Jesus? 
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Chapter 2 
Serving on Empty 

Luke 9:10-17 

Have you ever run out of gas? It happened to me in 

my senior year of high school one morning on my way to 

class. My engine sputtered a few times and then stalled. 

Thankfully, I managed to coast into a big empty parking 

lot. 

Being able to drive and have a vehicle seemed like 

such fun, but in that moment all I felt was the heavy 

weight of responsibility. Why hadn’t I paid attention to 

the fuel gauge? What was I going to do now? Those were 

the days before mobile phones were common, and there 
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was no pay phone in sight. Should I leave the car behind 

and walk to school? Should I skip school and walk home 

to figure out a solution? 

Then another option dawned on me. There was a gas 

station about two blocks away, and my car could still roll. 

One of those blocks was even downhill. I just needed to 

push it across this long parking lot. There were speed 

bumps—two sets of them before I got to the hill, but I 

managed to get my car to the gas station and drive the rest 

of the way to school. 

Your car may have never run out of gas, but I’m sure 

you have. We all have moments when we feel empty with 

nothing left financially, physically, mentally, or 

emotionally. The most basic tasks are overwhelming. 

You may want to give up on school, work, relationships, 

faith, even life. 

Some people assume that real Christians should never 

experience anything like that. But the Bible is full of 

examples of believers who hit bottom—people like 

Abraham, Job, Moses, David, Elijah, Jonah, Peter, and 

Paul. In fact, it’s rare to find a major Bible character who 

does not experience severe long-term trials. Living in a 
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fallen world is hard. That is why the hope of God’s 

Kingdom is such good news. 

So, how should a follower of Jesus respond to those 

feelings here and now? How do we keep going? How do 

we stay faithful? How do we maintain the heart of a 

servant when we feel empty? We need Jesus to push us 

along. We find him doing that for the apostles in Luke’s 

account of the Feeding of the 5,000. 

The Feeding of the 5,000 is one of the few miracles 

recorded in all four Gospels. Each author includes unique 

details and uses the story in a different way. Matthew 

directs our attention to the power of Jesus, Mark to his 

compassion, and John to people’s misunderstanding. 

Luke, however, leaves out many of the details, so that we 

focus on Jesus’ interaction with the apostles. As I 

explained previously, this section of Luke’s Gospel 

highlights lessons that Jesus imparts to his disciples as 

they are on the road doing ministry. So, in Luke 9:10-17 

we find three motivations to keep serving when you have 

nothing left to give.  

You may have heard this story a hundred times, but 

you have probably never considered it from this 

perspective. The lessons here can revolutionize your 
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entire outlook on life and faith. I encourage you to take 

them to heart. 
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Motivation 1: 

The Inspiring Example of Jesus 

For decades, people thought it was impossible for a 

human being to run a mile in less than four minutes. 

Some speculated that it would be so physically taxing that 

anyone who attempted it would die. But on May 6, 1954, 

a 25-year-old British athlete named Roger Bannister 

completed a mile in 3 minutes, 59.4 seconds. Then 

someone else did it even faster a month and a half later, 

and since that time around 1,500 athletes have 

accomplished this feat. 

What changed? Better training, better gear, better 

nutrition? Such improvements all helped, but the biggest 
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factor was probably psychological. Runners could no 

longer fall back on the excuse that it was impossible. 

Bannister’s example pushed runners beyond what they 

thought was possible. In a similar way, the inspiring 

example of Jesus pushes us to keep serving. 

Luke 9:1-9 records that Jesus sent out the apostles on 

a ministry tour. Luke does not say how long that tour 

lasts, but in verse 10 he tells us, “On their return the 

apostles told him all that they had done. And he took 

them and withdrew apart to a town called Bethsaida.” 

They must be exhausted from their travels. Preaching 

to the crowds, healing, and casting out demons must have 

taken a significant toll physically, emotionally, and 

spiritually. Jesus already has a habit of withdrawing from 

the crowds to pray, so he takes them all away for a group 

retreat. They are running on empty, and they desperately 

need rest. 

But their retreat plans are quickly derailed. In verse 

11, Luke says, “When the crowds learned it, they 

followed him, and he welcomed them and spoke to them 

of the kingdom of God and cured those who had need of 

healing.” Jesus and the apostles may be tired, but these 

people need to hear the truth about God’s kingdom. Some 
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of them also need physical healing. So, without 

hesitation, Jesus welcomes them and begins to meet their 

needs. 

We can only imagine what the apostles feel in this 

moment. Irritation? Exasperation? Depression? This is 

supposed to be their time. Do they sigh and roll their eyes? 

Do they fold their arms and give people an icy stare? Are 

they muttering and complaining under their breath? Are 

they sulking in silence? If we were in their place, we 

would all probably be tempted to respond in these self-

absorbed ways. 

But the example of Jesus shows us that it is possible 

to respond with humility. Paul makes this connection in 

Philippians 2:3-8, when he writes, 

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 

but in humility count others more significant 

than yourselves. Let each of you look not only 

to his own interests, but also to the interests of 

others. Have this mind among yourselves, 

which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he 

was in the form of God, did not count equality 

with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 

himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 

born in the likeness of men. And being found 

in human form, he humbled himself by 
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becoming obedient to the point of death, even 

death on a cross. 

Throughout his first coming, Jesus served from a 

place of emptiness. He took on the weakness of being 

human. He experienced the temptation of selfishness but 

did not succumb to it. He loved us and gave himself for 

us, and Paul says that Christians can have the same 

mindset because we are united with him. 

So, when we are tempted to turn inward and become 

self-absorbed, we need to direct our thoughts to Jesus. He 

blazed a trail for us to follow. Hebrews 12:1-2 says, 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great 

a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 

weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let 

us run with endurance the race that is set before 

us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter 

of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 

him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 

God. 

This is not a short race that we are in. It will not be 

over until we join our king at his heavenly throne. So, 

don’t give up! Keep following Jesus down the path of 

humble service to God and people.  
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Motivation 2:  

The Impossible Command of Jesus 

When I was 8 years old, my family went on a trip to 

the Grand Canyon. Extending as much as a mile deep 

and 18 miles across, it is an amazing sight that left a 

lasting impression on me. So, it seems completely 

ridiculous when some daredevil comes along wanting to 

jump a motorcycle over it or walk a tightrope across it. 

But these stunts are never attempted at the widest part of 

the canyon. They head far down to a narrow end that is 

only a few hundred feet across. They know full well, that 

those stunts are impossible in the middle of the canyon. 
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In Luke 9:12-14a, Jesus commands the disciples to do 

something that seems equally impossible. It says, 

Now the day began to wear away, and the 

twelve came and said to him, "Send the crowd 

away to go into the surrounding villages and 

countryside to find lodging and get provisions, 

for we are here in a desolate place." But he said 

to them, "You give them something to eat." 

They said, "We have no more than five loaves 

and two fish—unless we are to go and buy food 

for all these people." For there were about five 

thousand men.  

Think about the immensity of this task that Jesus gives 

them. John’s Gospel tells us that these loaves and fishes 

belong to a young boy. So, this is not a big meal. It’s 

simply his lunch—some fish, probably salted, and a few 

small rolls or pieces of flatbread. Multiply those quantities 

by at least 5,000. Matthew tells us that women and 

children were also present, over and above the number of 

men. So, 10 to 20 thousand small fish, or perhaps a few 

thousand larger ones would be needed. When Jesus gives 

the apostles a miraculous catch after his resurrection, 

John 21:11 mentions that that they haul in 153 large fish. 

They could have a week’s worth of miraculously large 



Serving on Empty (Luke 9:10-17) 
 

— 41 — 

catches and still not have enough to feed this crowd, and 

the amount of bread to be baked would be equally 

massive.  

The apostles fully recognize the scope of feeding the 

crowd, and they express their concern to Jesus. No single 

town or village will be able to accommodate this group. 

They need time to spread out far and wide. The apostles 

cannot possibly locate enough food to buy. Even if they 

could, John tells us that Philip estimates that it would cost 

200 denarii. A denarius was a day’s wage for a working 

man, so this amount would be over 8 months of income. 

Today in the United States the cost might be around 

$20,000. 

Why does Jesus tell the apostles to do something that 

is impossible for them? He is pushing them to see how 

helpless they are. His command is not really about filling 

empty stomachs with loaves and fishes. The lesson is not 

limited to those rare occasions when thousands of people 

happen to stop by for dinner. He wants the apostles to 

recognize that they need to rely completely upon him to 

fulfill this commandment. 

This is not the only impossible command that Jesus 

gives. Matthew 5:48 tells us that in his Sermon on the 
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Mount he says, “You therefore must be perfect, as your 

heavenly Father is perfect.” It is not sufficient for any of 

us to simply give it our best shot. This standard of 

behavior is an absolute, unyielding requirement defined 

by the character of God. Our best attempts to fulfill this 

command are like jumping across the Grand Canyon or 

feeding a multitude with some kid’s lunch. In Romans 

3:23, Paul says, “for all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God.” We must realize that we are helpless to 

measure up to God’s standard. We need to rely 

completely upon Jesus to fulfill the commandment for us. 

We must depend upon him for salvation, and also for 

the strength to handle everything in life. In 2 Corinthians 

12:7-10, Paul explains how God continually reminded 

him of this lesson. He writes, 

So to keep me from becoming conceited 

because of the surpassing greatness of the 

revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, 

a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me 

from becoming conceited. Three times I 

pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should 

leave me. But he said to me, “My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect 

in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the 

more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 



Serving on Empty (Luke 9:10-17) 
 

— 43 — 

power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake 

of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, 

insults, hardships, persecutions, and 

calamities. For when I am weak, then I am 

strong. 

We like to think of ourselves as strong and able to 

handle things, except for those rare moments when we 

run out of gas. But Paul’s point is that trials show us that 

on our own we have never had the strength or the 

resources to do what God wants us to do. We never had 

gas in the tank. It was always him. Only his grace and 

power are sufficient. So, we must rely completely upon 

him for everything. When I am weak, then I am strong. 

His impossible commands push us to trust him.  



On the Road with Jesus 

 

— 44 — 

Motivation 3: 

The Mysterious Power of Jesus 

Every day we stake our lives on the mysterious force 

of gravity. Scientists struggle to explain why it exists or 

how it works, but no one on earth worries about floating 

off into space. We don’t strap ourselves down. Some 

people try to defy gravity in different ways, but that never 

goes well. We generally forget that it is there until we 

stumble. 

We could make similar statements about the power of 

God. Theologians struggle to explain his ability to create 

from nothing and to control everything. Some people try 

to defy him, but that never goes well. Most ignore him 
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until they stumble into some kind of trial. Then the most 

irreligious people start talking about praying! 

Jesus displays the mysterious nature of the power of 

God as he feeds the 5,000. Luke 9:14b-17 tells us, 

And he said to his disciples, "Have them sit 

down in groups of about fifty each." And they 

did so, and had them all sit down. And taking 

the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up 

to heaven and said a blessing over them. Then 

he broke the loaves and gave them to the 

disciples to set before the crowd. And they all 

ate and were satisfied. And what was left over 

was picked up, twelve baskets of broken pieces. 

This miracle could have been turned into a huge 

spectacle. Jesus could have rained bread down from 

heaven. The fish could have come leaping up from the 

lake. There could have been booming thunder and a 

bright light from heaven. But there is no hype or drama 

here. 

It happens so subtly that the miracle almost gets lost. 

The apostles organize the crowd into groups of 50, so 

there were at least a hundred groups spread around the 

area. Jesus takes the little bit of food that they have and 

blesses it, giving thanks like he would at any other meal. 
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Then he starts putting pieces of bread and fish into baskets 

for the apostles to distribute to all the groups. We are not 

told how it appears, he just doesn’t run out. They are all 

satisfied, filled, even stuffed. So, the results are clear, but 

the process is a complete mystery. 

We also see his power in the leftovers. Before the 

miracle happens, the apostles’ baskets must be empty. 

They borrow some kid’s lunch, because they do not have 

any food of their own. But after serving everyone else, 

each of them ends up with a full basket. Through his 

mysterious power, Jesus provides perfectly for their 

needs. 

God’s power is not reserved for working occasional 

miracles with a lot of flash. It is always active and 

working in the normal affairs of everyday life, even when 

those events seem negative. Joseph testifies to this truth 

after being sold into slavery by his brothers. Though he 

endured year after year of disappointment and hardship 

before being appointed to a position of authority in Egypt, 

Genesis 50:20 tells us that he says, “As for you, you 

meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring 

it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are 

today.” Paul explains this same idea in Romans 8:28, by 
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saying, “And we know that for those who love God all 

things work together for good, for those who are called 

according to his purpose.” 

So, how should we respond in those moments when 

we feel that we can’t go on? Jesus had already given the 

apostles instruction in his Sermon on the Mount.  

Matthew 6:31-33 tells us that he said, 

Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What 

shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What 

shall we wear?' For the Gentiles seek after all 

these things, and your heavenly Father knows 

that you need them all. But seek first the 

kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be added to you. 

God knows all your needs. As you serve his kingdom 

purpose, he will sustain you and provide for you in ways 

that you might not ever imagine. His mysterious power 

pushes us to keep serving. 
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Conclusion 

The story of Jesus feeding the 5,000 gives us these 

three motivations to keep serving. His inspiring example 

shows us the way forward—placing the needs of others 

above our own. His impossible command reminds us that 

we haven’t come this far in our own strength or by our 

own resources. He empowers each step. Finally, his 

mysterious power reassures us that he is perfectly in 

control and accomplishing his kingdom purpose.  

Do you believe in the power of Jesus? Are you trusting 

him? As we saw earlier, none of us measures up to God’s 

perfect standard. We must each acknowledge our 

weakness and our sinfulness. We need the life and 

salvation that he gives. In John’s Gospel Jesus follows up 

this miracle by referring to himself as the bread of life. He 

is the only one that can sustain us now and for eternity. If 

you have never done so, I encourage you to start trusting 

him today. 

Perhaps you believe in him, but you find yourself 

feeling exhausted and empty. As we read earlier in 

Hebrews 12, keep running the race with endurance 

looking unto Jesus. You may want to spend time reading 
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that chapter. You may also need to share your burden 

with a fellow believer who can pray with you and 

encourage you. Don’t allow yourself to become self-

absorbed. Even in the hard times, you can recommit 

yourself to maintaining a Christlike heart of service. 

May God grant us perseverance by His strength. 

  



On the Road with Jesus 

 

— 50 — 

Questions for Further Reflection 

1. What circumstances in life leave you feeling drained 

and empty? 

 

 

 

2. What are some negative ways that you are tempted to 

respond in those circumstances? 

 

 

 

3. How can this story help you respond positively in 

those circumstances? 
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Chapter 3 
The Way of the Cross 

Luke 9:18-27 

One summer I had an opportunity to go whitewater 

rafting. Everyone is required to have a paddle, but the 

river does all the work. The powerful current pushes you 

through the rapids for a crazy, thrilling ride. But there are 

also peaceful sections, where the river is flowing gently. 

You can hop out of the raft and float along enjoying the 

scenery. The mix of excitement and relaxation make for 

a perfect combination. 

In fact, most of us pursue that same combination 

throughout our lives. We want the right balance of 



On the Road with Jesus 

 

— 52 — 

excitement and relaxation with as little work as possible. 

We seek it in social life, entertainment, sports, hobbies, or 

relationships. Some even look to Christianity for those 

experiences. So, a lot of churches orchestrate dramatic 

times of worship that wind down and leave people with a 

sense of peace and positivity. 

The desire for life to follow that pattern is not a 

modern phenomenon. People want the same experiences 

from Jesus during his ministry. What could be more 

exciting than hearing him confront the self-righteous 

Pharisees or seeing him cast out demons? What could be 

more comforting than seeing people healed or enjoying a 

miraculously multiplied meal? The crowds keep wanting 

more of these experiences, but Jesus begins to withdraw 

from them to train his disciples.  

He calls the disciples to an entirely different 

experience. Rather than going with the flow of the world 

and its desires, he wants his followers to paddle upstream. 

In Luke 9:18-27, he reveals four differences that set true 

disciples apart from the crowd. We could summarize it as 

the way of the cross. As we walk through this passage, I 

encourage you to consider whether your life is marked by 

these differences. 
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Difference 1: Our Identification of Jesus 

Some people make a big deal out of titles and degrees. 

They crave recognition and respect, so they take every 

opportunity to highlight their credentials. Religious 

leaders are particularly prone to this kind of vanity. But 

in Jesus we see a completely different attitude. 

Understanding his identity is the starting point of eternal 

life, but he is cautious about revealing it. He wants people 

to arrive at that conclusion by faith. 

Jesus raises this issue with a question that reveals the 

difference between the crowds and the disciples. Luke 

9:18-20 tells us, 
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Now it happened that as he was praying alone, 

the disciples were with him. And he asked 

them, "Who do the crowds say that I am?" And 

they answered, "John the Baptist. But others 

say, Elijah, and others, that one of the prophets 

of old has risen." Then he said to them, "But 

who do you say that I am?" And Peter 

answered, "The Christ of God." 

The way you identify Jesus expresses how you relate 

to him. If he is just a prophet, then he is on the same level 

as other men. Prophets may speak for God, but they do 

not have the power to enforce anything. If he is merely a 

good teacher, as some people say, then he has even less 

authority than a prophet. His words are just an idea, an 

interpretation. Prophets and teachers can be ignored.  

So, what does it mean to identify Jesus as the Christ? 

The Greek word Christ means “anointed one.” The 

Hebrew word is Messiah. In the Old Testament historical 

books, this title is used to refer to David and other kings, 

but in Psalm 2 it refers to a future king who stands against 

the world. Verses 2 and 3 say,  

The kings of the earth set themselves, and the 

rulers take counsel together, against the LORD 

and against his Anointed, saying, "Let us burst 
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their bonds apart and cast away their cords 

from us." 

But verses 8 and 9 tell us that the LORD says to his 

Anointed,  

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your 

heritage, and the ends of the earth your 

possession. You shall break them with a rod of 

iron and dash them in pieces like a potter's 

vessel. 

The Anointed One will exercise great power, but his 

goal is not merely to establish political dominance. Isaiah 

61:1-2 tells us that he will radically transform society. It 

says, 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

because the LORD has anointed me to bring 

good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind 

up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 

captives, and the opening of the prison to those 

who are bound; to proclaim the year of the 

LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our 

God; to comfort all who mourn. 

So, by identifying Jesus as the Christ, Peter is 

expressing his belief that he will fulfill these prophecies. 

He is the one to whom all the prophets point. He will 
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establish God’s kingdom. He will cause God’s will to be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. All authority belongs to 

him. He cannot be ignored. He is the focus of all our 

hope.  

Is that how you identify Jesus? Most of the world will 

accept him as a prophet or teacher, but not as the Christ. 

They may use the title, but they do not believe it. They 

would rather assert their own authority and look 

elsewhere for hope. So, by identifying him as the Christ 

we say that they are wrong. They are defying God’s 

Anointed One and forsaking the only true hope. Our 

identification of Jesus as the Christ contradicts the crowd.  
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Difference 2: Our Expectation of Jesus 

Most people envision the path to success as a ladder. 

Leaders fight their way to the top step by step. They build 

up knowledge, strength, and resources. They develop 

connections and expand their influence. They do 

whatever they must to get ahead, but again we find 

something entirely different in Jesus. 

The disciples expect Jesus to keep gaining in power. 

After feeding the 5,000, he could have formed a mob to 

march on Jerusalem and seize control from the Romans. 

But, as I mentioned, he begins to withdraw from the 

crowds. So, after Peter correctly identifies him as the 

Christ, Luke 9:21-22 tells us, 
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And he strictly charged and commanded them 

to tell this to no one, saying, "The Son of Man 

must suffer many things and be rejected by the 

elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 

killed, and on the third day be raised." 

The disciples are shocked by this revelation. Jesus is 

not climbing the ladder but descending. This plan 

contradicts all their expectations. In fact, Matthew and 

Mark tell us that Peter responds by rebuking Jesus. What 

Jesus describes does not align with their understanding of 

Old Testament prophecy. Like other Jews at the time, 

they choose to focus on some passages while ignoring 

others.  

They like it when Jesus refers to himself as the Son of 

Man. When he uses this title, he connects himself with 

the prophecy in Daniel 7:13-14, where Daniel says, 

I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the 

clouds of heaven there came one like a son of 

man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and 

was presented before him. And to him was 

given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that 

all peoples, nations, and languages should 

serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 

dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 

kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 
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Obviously, most people at the time do not see this 

connection. If they did, they would demand that he bring 

in the kingdom immediately by force. That is probably 

why Jesus charges the disciples to tell no one that he is 

the Christ. 

Nevertheless, the disciples still assume that Jesus is 

ramping up for this indestructible kingdom described in 

Daniel 7. But a few chapters later in the book, Daniel 

records a revelation he received about an anointed one 

being cut off (Daniel 9:26). The details of that prophecy 

are confusing, but the disciples also had Isaiah’s 

prophecies about a Suffering Servant. Isaiah 53:7-8 says, 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 

opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to 

the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its 

shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. 

By oppression and judgment he was taken 

away; and as for his generation, who 

considered that he was cut off out of the land 

of the living, stricken for the transgression of 

my people? 

When John the Baptist called Jesus the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29), the disciples 
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should have realized that he was referring to this 

prophecy from Isaiah. 

Today we understand why Jesus needed to die. As 

Isaiah 53:8 says, it was for our transgression. He died in 

our place so that we can be forgiven of our sins by faith in 

him. But have we learned from his example? What is our 

expectation of him now? 

Knowing his path, do we expect him to give us lives 

free from suffering or opposition? Are we caught up in the 

pursuit of power and control over our health, our 

finances, or our political system? These things will all be 

solved in Christ’s kingdom, but we don’t want to wait. 

So, we join the crowd in grasping for it now. Our 

expectation should be different. We follow a suffering 

Savior.  
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Difference 3: Our Dedication to Jesus 

Most of us travel by clearly marked highways and 

roads. You don’t set off for Florida and accidentally end 

up in California. Even if you took a wrong turn, there are 

signs that tell you where you’re headed. But if you travel 

by air or by sea where there are no marked paths, then the 

winds can blow you off course. You must carefully 

monitor your course with a compass to know that you are 

going in the right direction.  

We need the same dedication in following Jesus. You 

may identify him as the Christ and even place your hope 

in his kingdom. But we encounter winds that threaten to 

blow us off course: worldly temptations, selfish desires, 



On the Road with Jesus 

 

— 62 — 

and false justifications for living that way. Without any 

point of reference, the crowds are blown all over the 

place. A lot of people seem to make a commitment to 

Jesus, but they never bother to check their course. We 

need a different dedication. We must carefully monitor 

our direction. Jesus defines true dedication in Luke 9:23. 

It tells us, “And he said to all, ‘If anyone would come 

after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily 

and follow me.’” 

The disciples are familiar with the cross, but they do 

not associate it with Jesus yet. In their minds, it is a 

frightening symbol of Roman oppression. When the 

Romans execute someone, they do it in the most painful, 

humiliating way imaginable. They strip him of his 

clothing and nail him to a cross, so that he suffers all day 

in public view. To begin the process, they require the 

condemned person to carry his cross to his place of 

execution. 

Jesus uses this frightening image to picture the kind of 

dedication he wants from his followers. He wants them 

to deny themselves. They must stop living life on their 

own terms with their own goals and aspirations apart 

from him. To follow him they must die to self each day. 
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That is the compass point. Each day we must come back 

to this question. Am I following Christ or am I drifting 

back into selfishness? 

The idea of the cross becomes even more powerful 

after Jesus is crucified. Paul mentions it several times in 

his letter to the Galatians in response to legalism in the 

church. The problem with legalism is that it replaces 

wholehearted devotion to Christ with conformity to a set 

of superficial rules. So, in Galatians 2:20, Paul defines the 

Christian life by saying, 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer 

I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the 

life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 

Son of God, who loved me and gave himself 

for me. 

Jesus cannot be merely a part of your life. He’s 

everything. We offer ourselves up to him, so that his life 

is expressed in all that we do.  

Dying to self does not mean that we lose all sense of 

individual identity. It is the sinful part of us that must die. 

In Galatians 5:24, Paul says, “And those who belong to 

Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 

desires.” Each day as a Christian you encounter passions 
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and desires that compete with devotion to Christ. The 

Spirit sets us on a course toward love, joy, peace, and so 

on. But the flesh, the old sinful part of us, pulls us toward 

sensuality and anger. We must deny the flesh, and let the 

Spirit be our compass.  

The crowd does not understand this kind of 

dedication. They label it extreme. They lampoon it as 

weird. They write it off as obsessive. But as Jesus 

continues to speak, we learn that this radically different 

dedication is essential. It is not just for apostles and 

church leaders. This dedication is the baseline for all 

Christians. 
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Difference 4: Our Estimation of Jesus 

When we purchase something, we weigh out in our 

minds whether it is worth the cost. It could be as simple 

as deciding if a piece of fruit looks ripe, or if you will like 

a particular flavor of ice cream. But it can also be very 

complex like purchasing a home. Is the house in good 

condition, or will you need to invest a fortune to fix it up? 

Will you enjoy the neighborhood, or is there some 

obnoxious neighbor who will have loud parties when 

you’re trying to sleep? The higher the price is, the more 

certain we need to be in our estimation of the value. 

In Luke 9:23, Jesus explains the high cost of 

discipleship—denying self and taking up your cross. It 
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costs you everything, but is it worth it? He describes the 

value in verses 24-27 by saying, 

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 

For what does it profit a man if he gains the 

whole world and loses or forfeits himself? For 

whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of 

him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he 

comes in his glory and the glory of the Father 

and of the holy angels. But I tell you truly, there 

are some standing here who will not taste death 

until they see the kingdom of God. 

Jesus compares life here and now with eternity. Those 

who hold onto life now, will not experience the life to 

come. But those who give themselves to Christ now, will 

be saved for eternity. On one side of the scale, Jesus sets 

everything the world has to offer—all the luxuries, thrills, 

and power you can imagine. But he reminds us that there 

is a time limit. One day that will all vanish. On the other 

side of the scale is eternal life with him in his perfect 

kingdom. Why would anyone choose the temporary over 

the eternal? 
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Furthermore, having a confident hope for the future 

does benefit you here and now. Peter speaks of the power 

of this hope in 1 Peter 1:6-9. He says, 

In this you rejoice, though now for a little 

while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 

various trials, so that the tested genuineness of 

your faith--more precious than gold that 

perishes though it is tested by fire--may be 

found to result in praise and glory and honor at 

the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you 

have not seen him, you love him. Though you 

do not now see him, you believe in him and 

rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled 

with glory, obtaining the outcome of your 

faith, the salvation of your souls. 

So, that hope helps us persevere through trials and find 

joy. 

Back in Luke 9, Jesus puts the decision in relational 

terms in verse 26. The choice is more than some 

numerical calculation. He uses the word ashamed. We 

may hold ourselves back from complete dedication to him 

and complete acceptance of his word because we worry 

what other people will think. But if we are ashamed of 

him, he will be ashamed of us. So, is it more important to 
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be accepted by people here and now or to be accepted by 

Jesus into his kingdom? 

In verse 27, Jesus even says that some of the disciples 

will see the kingdom before they die. Christians have 

interpreted this statement in several different ways. Some 

claim that it points to initial fulfillments of kingdom 

promises such as the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. But 

since Jesus limits this experience of the kingdom to a few, 

I think he is speaking of his Transfiguration that is 

recorded in verses 28-36. We will learn more about that 

amazing event next time. 

So, what is your estimation of Jesus and all that he 

offers? Is it worth the complete, unashamed dedication of 

your life? Of course, self-denial does not earn our place in 

his kingdom. He paid the full price through his death and 

resurrection. But the hope that he offers us as a gift of his 

grace and love deserves our complete dedication. 
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Conclusion 

True disciples stand apart from the crowd. We are 

different because we identify Jesus as the Christ, the 

promised King. We are different because we do not 

expect an easy life. We understand that we are following 

in the steps of our suffering Savior. We are different 

because we are dedicated to taking up the cross each day 

as we follow him. Finally, we are different because we 

esteem eternal life with Christ over anything the world 

offers. 

Are you a true disciple? Have you made that 

estimation? If not, Jesus offers you the hope of eternal life. 

Will you begin to believe and follow him today? As you 

consider that choice, you may want to spend some time 

reading 1 Peter 1. Peter shows us the great value of 

knowing Jesus when life is hard. 

If you are a disciple, have you drifted? Do you need 

to renew your dedication to following him? Do you need 

to get back on course? Perhaps you need to refocus your 

hope on his kingdom. 

May God strengthen us to follow the way of the cross. 
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Questions for Further Reflection 

1. What worldly goals or attitudes have the strongest 

pull on you? 

 

 

 

2. How does this passage challenge those goals or 

attitudes? 

 

 

 

3. How can you stay focused on following Jesus this 

week? 
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Chapter 4 
The Hope of Glory 

Luke 9:28-36 

Kids love costumes that let them appear to be 

something more. They dress up as superheroes, 

princesses, police officers, or some other adventurous 

character. Of course, it’s not just kids. We all wonder 

what it would be like to be more powerful, famous, or 

exciting. No one wants to appear as something less than 

they already are, but that is exactly what Jesus does. 

He appears to be normal, the son of a carpenter from 

the little town of Nazareth. Roughly eight centuries 
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before his birth, the Prophet Isaiah predicts his coming in 

Isaiah 53:2-3 by saying, 

For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

and like a root out of dry ground; he had no 

form or majesty that we should look at him, 

and no beauty that we should desire him. He 

was despised and rejected by men; a man of 

sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one 

from whom men hide their faces he was 

despised, and we esteemed him not. 

The humble appearance of Jesus is not just a costume 

or an act. Luke 9:22 tells us that he warns his disciples 

that he is going to be killed. But they cannot reconcile this 

news with their understanding of prophecy. They have 

come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah who will 

conquer the entire earth to bring perfect justice and peace. 

How could he suffer and die? What would it mean for the 

kingdom? His announcement leaves them reeling, but he 

softens the blow by promising that some of them will not 

taste death until they see the kingdom of God. 

One week later, Jesus allows a few of them to witness 

an incredible sight. His humble appearance is temporarily 

peeled away, so that they behold his true glory in an event 

that we call the Transfiguration. The whole experience is 
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designed to deepen their understanding of Jesus and his 

kingdom. So, as we walk through Luke 9:28-36 we see 

four realities of Christ’s kingdom. 

Decades later the Apostles Peter and John both look 

back to the Transfiguration as a confirmation of their faith 

(John 1:14; 2 Peter 1:16-19). It is a watershed moment 

that clarifies both the story line unfolded throughout the 

Old Testament and the ultimate conclusion that we are 

heading toward. I pray that it will have a similar impact 

upon us. 
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Reality 1: His Glory is Revealed 

We often fail to recognize how bad our eyesight is. 

We hold reading material closer and closer to our face, or 

farther and farther away. Squinting becomes habitual. It 

seems normal for objects to be fuzzy, until we have our 

vision checked. When we look through the right lenses, 

we suddenly see the whole world with new found clarity. 

We also fail to recognize how bad our spiritual vision 

is. We are so accustomed to living in a fallen world, that 

it all seems normal—suffering, sickness, and sin. So, we 

view the kingdom of God from a distorted perspective. 

We can imagine changes like perfect health, the 

elimination of poverty, and world peace. But as great as 
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those changes would be, they are simply improvements 

of life as we know it. The Old Testament prophets speak 

of such changes, but they also point to something far 

more radical.  

The Transfiguration of Jesus brings this future change 

into focus. Luke 9:28-29 recounts the event by saying, 

Now about eight days after these sayings he 

took with him Peter and John and James and 

went up on the mountain to pray. And as he 

was praying, the appearance of his face was 

altered, and his clothing became dazzling 

white. 

These men witness the glory of Christ. He is fully human 

but also fully God, and in this moment, his divine nature 

shows through.  

John does not describe this experience in his Gospel, 

but he includes some important insights that help us 

understand it. In John 17:5, he recalls that as Jesus prays 

the night before his crucifixion, he says, “And now, 

Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory 

that I had with you before the world existed.” So when 

John sits down many years later to write his Gospel, he 

begins in John 1:1 by saying, “In the beginning was the 



On the Road with Jesus 

 

— 76 — 

Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God.” Then down in John 1:14 he adds, “And the Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 

glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 

grace and truth.” So, John claims that seeing the 

Transfiguration gave them a glimpse of how Jesus 

appeared in eternity past and how he will appear forever 

in the future. He is the Word. He is God. He is the Son.  

So, how does this revelation of Christ’s glory clarify 

our view of God’s kingdom? It shows us that the best part 

is not health, peace, prosperity, or political power, but the 

presence of God. Adam and Eve experienced the joy of 

an unhindered relationship with God prior to their sin. 

But since that time, there has always been a painful 

separation between God and human beings. We live 

under a stifling fog of sadness, guilt, fear, and shame. We 

cannot even imagine life without it. 

But when Jesus returns to reign, he will bring a radical 

change. Revelation 22:3-5 describes it by saying, 

No longer will there be anything accursed, but 

the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in 

it, and his servants will worship him. They will 

see his face, and his name will be on their 

foreheads. And night will be no more. They 
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will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord 

God will be their light, and they will reign 

forever and ever. 

The Transfiguration of Jesus points to this powerful 

reality. In the kingdom, his glory is revealed, and it 

changes everything. The revelation of his glory is the 

answer to our deepest needs, and understanding this truth 

gives us the clarity to see life here and now for what it is. 

We live in the darkness waiting for the dawn.  
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Reality 2: His Glory is Shared 

As the seasons pass, we feel the dramatic effect of 

having less sunlight. The weather turns cold. The trees 

drop their leaves. Some animals hibernate, and many 

people wish they could too. But when the days grow 

longer, the snow melts. The trees grow fresh green leaves, 

and flowers begin to blossom. The light of the sun is life-

giving, and the glory of Christ in his kingdom will have a 

similar effect on his people. His glory is shared. 

The disciples witness this reality during the 

Transfiguration of Jesus. The Bible records multiple 

occasions when people are miraculously raised from the 

dead, but they are restored to their normal physical 
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bodies. First Samuel 28 even tells the strange story of 

King Saul speaking with the dead prophet, Samuel, 

through a medium. But outside of the Transfiguration, 

there is no other account of human beings appearing in 

glory until Christ returns in the future. Luke 9:30-31 tells 

us, 

And behold, two men were talking with him, 

Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and 

spoke of his departure, which he was about to 

accomplish at Jerusalem. 

The presence of these two men raises several 

questions that we cannot answer with any certainty. First, 

how do the disciples know their identity? Some speculate 

that they were marked by some distinguishing 

characteristics that the disciples knew, but it seems more 

likely that Jesus simply refers to them by name in their 

conversation.  

A more important question is why Moses and Elijah 

appear? Some people take them as representative of the 

entire Old Testament, the Law and the Prophets. Others 

wonder if their presence has something to do with their 

unusual departures from life on earth. When Moses died, 

God mysteriously took away his body to be buried in 
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secret (Deut 34:5-6; Jude 9). Elijah was taken to heaven 

in a whirlwind by a chariot of fire (2 Ki 2:11). Another 

reason for their appearance may be that they both had 

mountaintop encounters with the glory of God during 

their lives (Ex 34:5-9; 1 Ki 19:9-18). 

Only Luke tells us that Moses and Elijah spoke with 

Jesus about his departure, and the term used here seems 

significant. The ESV, NIV, and NASB translations all use 

the word departure. The King James and New King James 

both use decease. But Luke used the Greek word exodus. 

Since Moses is part of the conversation, Luke must want 

us to see a parallel. In the first exodus, Moses delivers 

God’s people from slavery in Egypt and leads them to the 

promised land. But that event points to another exodus in 

which Jesus delivers us from slavery to sin and death 

through his death and resurrection to lead us to the 

ultimate promised land of his kingdom. 

In Colossians 1:12-14, Paul describes salvation in 

terms of slavery and kingdoms. He speaks of, 

giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified 

you to share in the inheritance of the saints in 

light. He has delivered us from the domain of 

darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of 
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his beloved Son, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

We are all slaves under the reign of darkness, but Christ 

rescues us from our captivity. He pays the price for our 

sins and gives us the righteousness that qualifies us to 

enter his glorious kingdom. 

So, as Moses and Elijah appear in glory at Christ’s 

Transfiguration, they demonstrate the future of every 

believer. Paul describes this hope in Philippians 3:20-21 

by saying,  

But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we 

await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will 

transform our lowly body to be like his glorious 

body, by the power that enables him even to 

subject all things to himself. 

Jesus will prepare us to live forever in the presence of 

God.  

So, on a practical level, this hope of sharing his glory 

in the kingdom should shape how we think about trials 

and temptations. In Romans 8:18, Paul says, “For I 

consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 

worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to 

us.” In 1 John 3:3, John writes, “And everyone who thus 
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hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.” So, even 

before we stand in the full light of his glory, the 

anticipation of it strengthens us and causes us to grow. 

We should live as those who will share his glory.  
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Reality 3: His Glory is Supreme 

Several cultures throughout history have worshiped 

the sun. As we just considered, its light is life-giving. It 

also plays a major part in defining our existence. We set 

our daily schedule according to when the sun is up. We 

even identify ourselves by how many orbits we’ve made 

around the sun. But God’s light is greater. As we read 

earlier, the sun will no longer be needed in God’s 

kingdom. We need to understand that the glory of God 

and of Christ is supreme. 

Peter is so overwhelmed by the Transfiguration that 

he seems to forget this fundamental idea. Luke 9:32-35 

tells us, 
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Now Peter and those who were with him were 

heavy with sleep, but when they became fully 

awake they saw his glory and the two men who 

stood with him. And as the men were parting 

from him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is 

good that we are here. Let us make three tents, 

one for you and one for Moses and one for 

Elijah"--not knowing what he said. As he was 

saying these things, a cloud came and 

overshadowed them, and they were afraid as 

they entered the cloud. And a voice came out 

of the cloud, saying, "This is my Son, my 

Chosen One; listen to him!" 

Scholars explain this situation in two different ways. 

One approach links Peter’s proposal to Sukkot, the 

Jewish festival of Tabernacles or Booths. In Leviticus 

23:42-43, the Old Testament Law instructs the people of 

Israel to set aside a week early in the fall to camp out in 

homemade shelters in remembrance of Israel’s time in the 

wilderness. So, those who hold this view claim that the 

Transfiguration takes place around this time. They say 

that Peter’s mistake is that he wants to keep this incredible 

experience going as long as possible. But none of the 

Gospels give us a clear indication of the time of year, and 

Peter’s mistake seems to be far more serious. 
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A better way to understand the story is to link Peter’s 

proposal to the Tabernacle. Exodus 25:8-9 says that when 

God gives Moses the Law, he commands him to build a 

Tabernacle or tent as a sanctuary for him to dwell in their 

midst. Then Exodus 40:34-38 records that after the 

Tabernacle is built, the glory of the Lord fills it. So, as 

Peter sees the glorified form of Jesus, Moses, and Elijah, 

he wants to build a sanctuary for each of them. There is 

strong evidence for connecting Jesus with the glory of the 

Lord in the Old Testament (e.g., John 12:36-41). But to 

treat Moses and Elijah this way would be idolatrous, so 

God the Father intervenes by declaring the deity and 

authority of Jesus. He alone is the Son, the Chosen One 

to whom all must listen. 

Because the glory of Christ is supreme, he deserves to 

be worshiped. We must allow him to define our existence 

and even our identity. Peter later reflects on the 

Transfiguration as a confirmation of Christ’s authority. In 

2 Peter 1:16-19, he writes, 

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths 

when we made known to you the power and 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 

eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when he 

received honor and glory from God the Father, 



On the Road with Jesus 

 

— 86 — 

and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic 

Glory, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I 

am well pleased," we ourselves heard this very 

voice borne from heaven, for we were with him 

on the holy mountain. And we have the 

prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which 

you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp 

shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and 

the morning star rises in your hearts. 

Peter does not tell Christians to seek a similar 

experience for themselves. Rather, he says that his unique 

encounter should prompt us to pay more attention to the 

prophetic word recorded in Scripture. We should accept 

it as a lamp shining in the dark. The Transfiguration 

confirms the authority and truth that flows from the 

supremacy of Christ. 
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Reality 4: His Glory is Coming 

Leaving home before dawn requires some preparation 

for the darkness. You might need a flashlight to find your 

way. You might need some extra clothes to keep you 

warm. You might need food because stores and 

restaurants are not yet open. But everything changes 

when the sun rises. 

The Transfiguration reminds us that we still live in a 

time of spiritual darkness. The mountaintop experience 

does not last for the disciples. Luke 9:36 tells us, “And 

when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And 

they kept silent and told no one in those days anything of 

what they had seen.” Matthew and Mark note that Jesus 
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commands them to tell no one. His glory is coming in the 

future, but they are still in a time of darkness. 

So, what are we supposed to do with this knowledge? 

How do we prepare ourselves for the wait? Other 

passages of Scripture give us some practical guidance for 

living in anticipation of the future revelation of Christ’s 

glory. Let me point out three applications. 

First, we should be confident. In Psalm 27:1, David 

writes, “The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom 

shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of 

whom shall I be afraid?” David longs to be in God’s 

presence, but he knows that he must wait. So, he trusts 

that God will lead him through life. He knows that 

difficult times will come, but he chooses to trust that God 

will guide him through the darkness. Do you have that 

kind of confidence? Is Jesus the light of your life?  

Next, we should be careful. Paul talks of living in the 

darkness in Romans 13:12-14. He says, 

The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So 

then let us cast off the works of darkness and 

put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly 

as in the daytime, not in orgies and 

drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 

sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. But 
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put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

People tend to behave very differently at night than 

they do in the daytime. They are much more willing to 

give in to temptation. Paul says that we should always 

live as if the day is already here. Put on Christ. Represent 

the King. Make choices that glorify him. 

Third, we should be vocal. Jesus did not want the 

apostles to tell people about the Transfiguration at that 

moment. But after his death and resurrection, they begin 

to proclaim his glory everywhere. Peter imparts this 

responsibility to all followers of Christ in 1 Peter 2:9 by 

saying, 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 

a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 

that you may proclaim the excellencies of him 

who called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light. 

His glory is coming, and we should make it known. 
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Conclusion 

The Transfiguration shows us these four realities of 

the kingdom. The best part of the kingdom is that Christ’s 

glory will be revealed and that we can dwell in the light 

of his presence forever. Second, we can persevere through 

trials and temptations now because we have the hope that 

we will share his glory as our bodies are transformed to 

be like his. Third, Christ’s glory confirms that he is the 

supreme authority who can define life and truth for us 

now and forever. Finally, we should be confident, careful, 

and vocal because Christ’s glory will come when he 

returns to reign as king. 

Have you received Christ as your light?  If not, I invite 

you to place your faith in him. Learn his truth and let him 

guide you through this dark world. Even though it was 

written long before the birth of Jesus, we find a great 

expression of this kind of faith in Psalm 27. This psalm is 

a great place to learn what it means to live this way. 

If you have received Christ as your light, are you 

living for his glory? Are you making the moral choices 

that you would make, if the full daylight of the kingdom 

were already here? What changes could you make? Do 
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you need to tell someone of his glory? Are you looking 

for opportunities to speak up for him? 

May his light shine in all that we say and do. 

  



On the Road with Jesus 

 

— 92 — 

Questions for Further Reflection 

1. How does this passage change your understanding of 

Jesus? 

 

 

 

2. How does this passage change your understanding of 

eternal life? 

 

 

 

3. How does this passage change your understanding of 

life here and now? 
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Chapter 5 
Desperate Faith 

Luke 9:37-45 

I can only think of a few moments when I have felt 

true desperation. When I was growing up in Southern 

California, I spent several summer days playing in the 

surf at the coast. I loved splashing through the waves, but 

occasionally a strong breaker comes along and sweeps 

you off your feet. The churning waters flip you over and 

over so that you cannot tell which way is up. It may only 

last a few seconds, but you begin to panic. When you 

finally come up out of the water, you sputter and gasp 
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desperately for breath. But that feeling quickly fades, so 

you shake it off and head back into the waves.  

For many of us, life plays out the same way. You have 

fun for a while, then a crisis comes along and sweeps you 

off your feet. In the desperation of the moment, you cry 

out to God for help. But once the trial has passed, that 

attitude of dependence quickly fades. You shake it off and 

return to normal life as your relationship with God fades 

into the background. But if you grasp the spiritual dangers 

that we face, you will maintain a desperate faith.  

Our next passage in our study of Luke’s Gospel 

demonstrates this reality. Jesus has just given three of the 

disciples a preview of his kingdom by revealing his glory 

to them. But after that incredible mountaintop 

experience, they return to the chaos of this world. The 

contrast between the hope of glory and the dire 

circumstances of this life should lead to a desperate faith 

that hangs on every word Jesus utters, but the disciples 

seem lethargic and apathetic.  

We need to learn the lesson that they missed. Luke 

9:37-45 demonstrates three reasons that our faith in Christ 

should always be desperate. The events of this passage are 
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disturbing, but they should cause us to anchor our lives in 

the love and power of Jesus Christ.  
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Reason 1: Our Opposition 

Our culture bases its sense of security on the ability to 

look ahead and identify threats before they strike. 

Security cameras are everywhere from satellites high up 

in orbit to people’s front doors. We obsess over 

predictions about the weather, the economy, and the 

outcome of elections. With genetic testing, we even try to 

anticipate our own personal health struggles. We trust 

that this kind of foreknowledge will enable us to defend 

ourselves from every threat, but we’re wrong.  

The Bible warns us that we face powerful spiritual 

opposition from demonic beings. We cannot anticipate 

when they will strike. When they do, we may not even 
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recognize their work. But the Gospels show that Jesus is 

fully aware of their attacks and can defeat them. So, the 

existence of this invisible opposition should lead us to 

desperate faith in him.  

Luke 9:37-40 gives us a glimpse of this kind of 

desperation. It says, 

On the next day, when they had come down 

from the mountain, a great crowd met him. 

And behold, a man from the crowd cried out, 

"Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is 

my only child. And behold, a spirit seizes him, 

and he suddenly cries out. It convulses him so 

that he foams at the mouth, and shatters him, 

and will hardly leave him. And I begged your 

disciples to cast it out, but they could not." 

Skeptics argue that the boy simply has epilepsy, and 

that there is no reason to blame his condition on demons. 

They say that this kind of superstition undermines 

medical progress. But the Bible does not claim that every 

medical problem is caused by a demon. It teaches that 

because of Adam and Eve’s sin, the world stands under a 

curse that has biological implications. Sickness and death 

are part of life. In fact, Luke, the author of this Gospel, is 
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a physician who presumably uses the accepted medical 

practices of the time to treat people.  

But Mark’s Gospel records additional details that 

suggest that this is more than a case of epilepsy. Mark 

9:20 says, 

And they brought the boy to him. And when 

the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed 

the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled 

about, foaming at the mouth. 

The skeptic might reply that stress can trigger epileptic 

seizures. Perhaps the boy is frightened by the crowds and 

by finally meeting one who might help him. But verses 21 

and 22 tell us, 

And Jesus asked his father, "How long has this 

been happening to him?" And he said, "From 

childhood. And it has often cast him into fire 

and into water, to destroy him. But if you can 

do anything, have compassion on us and help 

us." 

Again, the skeptic could reply that flickering light can 

also trigger seizures. But there seems to be a malevolent 

force seeking to harm this boy.  
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A survey of the Bible shows us that Satan and his 

demons work in a variety of ways.  The Gospels record 

several cases of demons exerting direct control over a 

person’s body, but such situations are rare outside of the 

ministry of Jesus and the apostles. Chapters 1 and 2 of the 

Book of Job tell us that Satan orchestrates a series of trials 

that include an attack from a group of people, destructive 

weather conditions, and severe medical problems. Job 

does not experience demonic possession, but his 

circumstances are nevertheless a result of intense spiritual 

opposition. In addition to physical afflictions, Satan and 

his demons also shape culture and intellectual ideas 

through false teaching to lead us away from God (cf. 2 

Cor 11:13-15; 1 Tim 4:1). 

What can anyone do against such powerful spiritual 

opposition? The father in our story from Luke 9 stands as 

a good example. Verse 38 tells us that he cries out to Jesus 

and begs him for help. Mark tells us that he even asks 

Jesus to help his unbelief.  

The apostles who had not gone up the mountain with 

Jesus, however, show no signs of such desperation. Jesus 

has given them authority to cast out demons, but they are 

unable to help this boy. They should run to Jesus when 
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they see him coming, but according to Mark, they are 

arguing with the scribes. They are too busy trying to win 

some theological or political debate to spend time 

praying. I fear that we are more like the apostles than the 

father in this story. 

We need to remember Paul’s words in Ephesians 

6:12. He writes, 

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 

but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the cosmic powers over this present 

darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in 

the heavenly places. 

He calls us to respond by taking up the armor of God, 

all the resources that are ours in Christ. They include the 

belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the shoes of 

the gospel, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and 

the sword of the Spirit. Paul concludes the list in verse 18 

by adding, “praying at all times in the Spirit, with all 

prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all 

perseverance, making supplication for all the saints.” We 

are in a battle, and our awareness of the opposition should 

keep us praying in desperate faith.  
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Reason 2: Our Depravity 

Over the past few years, I have been attempting to 

replace the carpet in some of the rooms in my house with 

hardwood flooring. The wood comes in cases of narrow 

strips or wider planks, but each piece must be inspected 

before using it. The manufacturers attempt to provide a 

quality product, but even after it is milled, some pieces 

become warped. You can try to force them in, but they do 

not lay flat or lock into place. A crooked piece can throw 

off all the other rows. So, the manufacturers tell buyers to 

anticipate that every case has a certain percentage of 

unusable pieces, but you still pay full price. 
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As a carpenter, I suspect Jesus had encountered his 

fair share of warped pieces of wood. But wood is not the 

only thing that can become twisted. In Luke 9:41, he uses 

the same imagery to describe people. After hearing that 

the disciples were unable to heal this boy, Luke tells us, 

“Jesus answered, ‘O faithless and twisted generation, 

how long am I to be with you and bear with you? Bring 

your son here.’” So, in addition to demonic opposition, 

our depravity, or twistedness, is a second reason that our 

faith in Christ should be desperate. 

The words Jesus uses here echo Deuteronomy 32, a 

prophecy of Israel’s future. In verses 4 and 5, Moses 

contrasts God’s character with the way the people of 

Israel respond to him. He says, 

The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways 

are justice. A God of faithfulness and without 

iniquity, just and upright is he. They have dealt 

corruptly with him; they are no longer his 

children because they are blemished; they are a 

crooked and twisted generation. 

Then down in verse 20, he speaks of God and says, 

And he said, “I will hide my face from them; I 

will see what their end will be, for they are a 
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perverse generation, children in whom is no 

faithfulness.” 

God created human beings to live in harmony with 

him. We should rely upon him as our Rock. His justice 

should be our guide. But when we live apart from him, 

our lives become crooked and twisted. Our desires pull 

farther and farther away from his will. We make choices 

that leave us stained and blemished. So, we no longer 

measure up to his standard and deserve to be rejected. 

God designed us to reflect his glory, but we are no longer 

usable for that purpose. 

Moses and Jesus both use this concept of depravity to 

describe an entire generation. We like to think of people 

on a purely individual level, but we are shaped—or 

rather, misshaped—by both our present society and our 

ancestry. As those who are descended from Adam and 

Eve, the distortion caused by their disobedient choice is 

passed on to all of us. So, Psalm 14:2-3 says, 

The LORD looks down from heaven on the 

children of man, to see if there are any who 

understand, who seek after God. They have all 

turned aside; together they have become 

corrupt; there is none who does good, not even 

one. 



On the Road with Jesus 

 

— 104 — 

What hope is there for us, since we are born into this 

depravity? Only the power of Jesus can rescue us. We see 

this power displayed as Jesus interacts with the boy in 

Luke 9:42. Luke tells us,  

While he was coming, the demon threw him to 

the ground and convulsed him. But Jesus 

rebuked the unclean spirit and healed the boy, 

and gave him back to his father. 

Jesus holds ultimate authority over both the spiritual 

realm and the physical realm, so he has the power to 

transform us. 

Peter refers to this saving power as he preaches on the 

day of Pentecost. In Acts 2:38, Luke tells us, 

And Peter said to them, "Repent and be 

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you 

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Then down in verse 40, Luke adds, “And with many 

other words he bore witness and continued to exhort 

them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this crooked 

generation.’” 

Don’t miss the sense of desperation in Peter’s words. 

We are part of a crooked generation. But through his 
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death, Jesus provides for us to be forgiven and reconciled 

with God. By sending the Spirit to dwell in us, he begins 

to straighten out our twistedness. But we must 

acknowledge our sinfulness by repenting and being 

baptized. Some people resist that response, because it 

seems too dramatic, too extreme. But these are 

expressions of desperate faith in a powerful Savior who 

can rescue us from our depravity.  
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Reason 3: Our Ignorance 

I have always been impressed by Bonsai trees. The 

gardeners who grow them keep the trees in shallow pots. 

They fastidiously trim and mold them to the size and 

shape they desire. Their patience and discipline results in 

a living work of art.  

Few of us would attempt to control a plant this way, 

but we do not hesitate to try it with God. We want him 

in our life, but we only give him a small, shallow space. 

When we encounter some area of biblical teaching that 

we dislike, we cut it off. We shape God according to our 

own will and desires, but not through patience and 

discipline. It is an impulse that flows out of our depravity. 
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The resulting theology is not beautiful or living, but cold, 

deformed, and dead. We need a desperate faith in Christ 

to overcome our willful ignorance. 

Luke 9:43-45 captures this problem. It tells us, 

And all were astonished at the majesty of God. 

But while they were all marveling at everything 

he was doing, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let 

these words sink into your ears: The Son of 

Man is about to be delivered into the hands of 

men.” But they did not understand this saying, 

and it was concealed from them, so that they 

might not perceive it. And they were afraid to 

ask him about this saying. 

Most of us would consider a church or ministry to be 

enormously successful if crowds of people were 

marveling and astonished at the majesty of God. But that 

aspect of God’s character is only part of the story—a part 

that almost everyone would like. Who wouldn’t celebrate 

the power of God displayed in a miraculous healing? 

Everyone wants a God who does things like that, but they 

are not so excited or accepting of other aspects of 

theology.  

We see this resistance in our story. First, note the fact 

that people are astonished at the majesty of God, but not 
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the power of Jesus. As we have seen previously in Luke, 

the crowds think of him as a prophet. They consider him 

to be a normal man through whom God does some great 

things. They completely miss the point that he performs 

these miracles by his own power as the Son of God to 

confirm his right to reign as the promised Messiah. That 

way of thinking does not fit in their shallow box. 

Next, Jesus reminds the disciples that in spite of the 

crowd’s response, he is still going to be delivered over to 

be executed. But the disciples do not want to hear this 

message. Luke says that they do not understand it. They 

hear what Jesus is saying. They understand his words. 

But this message does not fit with their expectations.  

Luke adds that this truth about Jesus is concealed 

from them. He does not specify how this happens, but it 

may hearken back to the opposition we spoke of earlier. 

Satan and his demons were cultivating a cultural 

expectation of the Messiah that contradicted the truth. 

But this opposition does not excuse the disciples.  

Luke concludes by saying that they are afraid to ask 

him about this saying. This is not a healthy fear of respect 

and reverence. Far from it! They are afraid that he will 

say something that will confuse, upset, or convict them. 
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This is the mindset of ignoring an issue hoping that it will 

just go away. We may look down on the disciples for this 

response, but we have the same inclination. 

Our opposition exploits our depravity to keep us in 

ignorance. Paul explains this connection in 2 Corinthians 

4:4 by saying, 

In their case the god of this world has blinded 

the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them 

from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory 

of Christ, who is the image of God. 

Understanding the gospel requires a miraculous 

intervention. Paul describes it in verse 6, by saying,  

For God, who said, "Let light shine out of 

darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 

the face of Jesus Christ. 

We must cast ourselves upon the Lord in desperate 

faith to begin to understand and then maintain it to 

continue growing. Later in 2 Corinthians 10:3-6, Paul 

describes spiritual growth as a relentless battle of the 

mind. He says, 

For though we walk in the flesh, we are not 

waging war according to the flesh. For the 
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weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but 

have divine power to destroy strongholds. We 

destroy arguments and every lofty opinion 

raised against the knowledge of God, and take 

every thought captive to obey Christ, being 

ready to punish every disobedience, when your 

obedience is complete. 

Are you desperate for the knowledge of God to shape 

your life? Or, do you find yourself arguing against biblical 

truth? Are you looking for the ideas about God that fit 

into your desires and opinions? Don’t be deceived. That 

way of thinking is nothing more than stubborn ignorance. 
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Conclusion 

No one likes to feel desperate, but our circumstances 

require it. We need a desperate faith in Christ because of 

our opposition, our depravity, and our ignorance. Do you 

recognize the extreme peril of our situation? We need to 

cry out to the Lord. We need to pray for him to save us. 

If you’ve never done that before, would you do it now? If 

you are still trying to understand salvation, I would 

encourage you to learn more. To follow up on what we 

have considered, I would encourage you to read the 

second chapter of the New Testament letter to the 

Ephesians. 

If you are a believer, have you lost your sense of 

desperation? Does it come out in how you pray? Does it 

shape how you learn biblical truth? If not, then think 

through the issues we have examined today. Let them 

drive you to pray urgently for God’s help. Heed them as 

a warning of the obstacles you face in understanding and 

applying God’s truth in your life.  

May God help our unbelief. 
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Questions for Further Reflection 

1. Have you ever felt a sense of desperation about your 

faith? If so, what prompted it? 

 

 

 

2. What habits or behaviors lead you toward spiritual 

complacency? What habits or behaviors help you 

remain spiritually alert? 

 

 

 

3. Are there any spiritual questions you are afraid to ask? 

If so, what are they? 



Accepting People for Jesus (Luke 9:46-56) 
 

— 113 — 

Chapter 6 
Accepting People for Jesus 

Luke 9:46-56 

The current world record for the longest tightrope 

walk is held by Nik Walenda. At the 2015 Wisconsin 

State Fair he made his way 1,576 feet on a wire 10 stories 

up. To put it in perspective, the distance he covered is 

more than five football fields end to end. Most of us 

would panic standing on a ledge at that height, but he 

stayed perfectly balanced.  

Balance seems to be in short supply these days. I’m 

not talking about physical balance like Walenda 

demonstrates, but the intellectual and emotional balance 
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that enables people to navigate the issues of life with 

wisdom. Society swings to precarious extremes. It feels as 

if we are on the tipping point of a major conflict. 

One of the key issues today is acceptance, or 

tolerance. But even the mention of those words can make 

people’s blood boil. Everyone has their own ideas about 

what should be accepted and what should not. But in their 

passion to argue their view, they can end up hating those 

who disagree. Something is seriously wrong with how we 

relate to one another, but we find a better way when we 

look to Jesus. His ministry takes place in a context that is 

polarized like ours, and he shows us the right balance in 

accepting people. 

Luke 9:46-56 recounts two occasions when Jesus 

addresses this issue with his disciples. He tells them how 

he wants them to respond to three types of people: 

inferiors, outsiders, and offenders. He wants his followers 

to accept all three groups. But the expression of that 

acceptance and the rationale for it is different for each 

type. To stay upright and balanced on the tightrope in our 

generation, we need to understand how and why we must 

accept different people. 
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Type 1: Inferiors 

As we go through life, we ignore a lot of people. They 

don’t have bags over their head, but they might as well. If 

we interact with them, we don’t remember their names or 

faces. Their wants and desires don’t matter to us. Instead, 

we focus on people who make us feel special. We reserve 

our attention for those we consider smart, powerful, 

successful, popular, or attractive. We are drawn to those 

who are somehow superior, but we ignore those we 

consider inferior. 

Jesus calls his followers to relate to people in a 

radically different way. He wants us to accept those who 

seem inferior as people of infinite value. He makes this 
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point one day when the disciples are arguing about which 

of them will have the highest position in Christ’s 

kingdom. Luke 9:46-48 tells us, 

An argument arose among them as to which of 

them was the greatest. But Jesus, knowing the 

reasoning of their hearts, took a child and put 

him by his side and said to them, "Whoever 

receives this child in my name receives me, and 

whoever receives me receives him who sent 

me. For he who is least among you all is the 

one who is great." 

Modern American culture highly values children. 

They are the center of attention in our family gatherings. 

Many parents obsess over giving their children every 

possible advantage in life. We devote enormous sums of 

money to childhood education, and yet it always seems 

that we should be doing more. But many cultures today 

and in past generations have not treated children this 

way. They may be put to work as cheap labor or ignored 

altogether. Until they reach adulthood, they are 

considered inferior. 

That background helps us understand the significance 

of Jesus’ statement here. He wants his followers to accept 

inferior people as if they are superior. He calls them to 
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receive a child as they would receive him, the coming 

king, and as they would receive God the Father himself. 

He tells them to think of the least as the greatest. In other 

words, every person should be treated with the utmost 

honor, dignity, and respect. 

The connection that Jesus makes between this child, 

himself, and his heavenly Father, makes perfect sense 

when you think back to the story of creation. Genesis 1:27 

tells us, “So God created man in his own image, in the 

image of God he created him; male and female he created 

them.” God designed human beings to reflect the 

greatness of his character. The disciples assume that 

greatness is earned through spiritual accomplishments, 

but Jesus exposes their error. There are no inferior people 

in his eyes. 

In fact, whenever we treat someone poorly, we show 

disrespect for God himself. James 3:9-10 applies this 

principle to how we use our tongue. He says, 

With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with 

it we curse people who are made in the likeness 

of God. From the same mouth come blessing 

and cursing. My brothers, these things ought 

not to be so. 
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Don’t let the words bless and curse confuse you. James is 

saying that it is totally inconsistent and hypocritical to say 

good things about God but bad things about people. We 

must respect every person as a reflection of God’s 

likeness. 

Jesus uses a child to show that age does not make 

someone inferior. But the same lesson applies to other 

criteria like gender, ethnicity, appearance, education, 

wealth, or social class. So, James 2:1-4 confronts 

Christians about how they treat people who are poor. It 

says, 

My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the 

faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 

glory. For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine 

clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor 

man in shabby clothing also comes in, and if 

you pay attention to the one who wears the fine 

clothing and say, "You sit here in a good 

place," while you say to the poor man, "You 

stand over there," or, "Sit down at my feet," 

have you not then made distinctions among 

yourselves and become judges with evil 

thoughts? 

Whatever criteria we use, it offends God when we 

accept some people as significant and ignore others as 
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inferior. If you follow Jesus, then you must receive people 

as he would. Accept them as those made in the image of 

God.  
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Type 2: Outsiders 

For the past six years, Calvary East has invited 

families in our community to bring their children through 

our building on Halloween night. Volunteers line the 

aisles and hand out candy at different stations, but we ran 

into a problem. We used to give each station an 

assortment of candy, but children are picky. They would 

stop and dig through each bucket to find their favorite. 

When they didn’t find it, they were frustrated and so was 

everyone else, because the delay caused the line to back-

up out the door. So, we eliminated the choice by sorting 

the candy ahead of time. Now everyone is just glad to get 

some candy, whatever kind it is. 
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This pickiness is part of our fallen human nature. We 

all like being in control, and it’s not just about candy. It 

affects our relationships with people. We pick favorites. 

We choose sides. We form groups and shut others out, 

even when there’s no good reason to do so. It’s the root 

impulse that drives racism, party politics, and religious 

factions. We are hesitant to accept outsiders. We assume 

the worst about them, and the disciples of Jesus had the 

same problem. 

After Jesus’ lesson about inferiors, the Apostle John 

begins to feel convicted. Luke 9:49 tells us, “John 

answered, ‘Master, we saw someone casting out demons 

in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he does 

not follow with us.’” 

Apparently, this individual is successfully casting out 

demons. Acts 19:13-16 tells the story of some Jewish 

exorcists who don’t believe in Jesus but try to use his 

name to cast out an evil spirit. It doesn’t work. The 

possessed man attacks them. So, the man that John is 

talking about must genuinely believe, but he’s not part of 

their group. He is an outsider. To make matters worse, 

the previous passage in Luke 9 tells us that the disciples 

just had the embarrassing experience of being unable to 



On the Road with Jesus 

 

— 122 — 

cast out a demon. They could reach out to this man and 

even learn from him, but resentment gets the best of them. 

They arrogantly try to take control and stop him. 

So, how does Jesus respond to John’s confession? 

Luke 9:50 tells us, “But Jesus said to him, ‘Do not stop 

him, for the one who is not against you is for you.’” Jesus 

is facing genuine opposition. He has already told the 

disciples that the Jewish leaders will have him executed. 

This man casting out demons in his name is not an 

opponent, but an ally. Rather than being picky and 

controlling, the disciples should gladly accept him as 

someone who is on their side. 

Like the disciples, we are all inclined to lose sight of 

what is important. We focus on advancing ourselves or 

our group when we should strive to fulfill the mission of 

Jesus, proclaiming the good news of salvation. Paul 

confronts the Christians in Corinth about this problem. 

They were quarreling and dividing up into groups. Some 

claimed to be on his side, but others lined up behind Peter 

or Apollos. So, in 1 Corinthians 3:5-7, Paul writes, 

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants 

through whom you believed, as the Lord 

assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, 
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but God gave the growth. So neither he who 

plants nor he who waters is anything, but only 

God who gives the growth.  

God works in different ways through different people, 

but those personalities should never become a source of 

division. Later Paul deals with this challenge on a very 

personal level. The Romans imprison him for a period of 

time, and his circumstances inspire others to preach the 

gospel. In Philippians 1:15-18, he writes, 

Some indeed preach Christ from envy and 

rivalry, but others from good will. The latter do 

it out of love, knowing that I am put here for 

the defense of the gospel. The former proclaim 

Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but 

thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment. 

What then? Only that in every way, whether in 

pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and 

in that I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice, 

They treat Paul as the outsider, but he is able to overlook 

it because he focuses on Christ’s mission not self-

advancement. Even though their motives are 

questionable, they still preach the gospel accurately. Paul 

does not accept false teachers who deny the gospel, but 
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he accepts these people and their imperfect ministry with 

joy. 

This lesson about accepting outsiders does not just 

apply to influential people or group loyalty. It also shows 

us how to handle disagreements over issues. Early 

Christians held different convictions about how to relate 

to their culture. One of the big questions they debated was 

whether a Christian should eat meat that had been offered 

up as a sacrifice to a false god. Some equated it with 

engaging in idolatry, but others said it was fine. Paul says 

that it’s not idolatry, but he also wants people to follow 

their conscience. So, he does not really solve the problem. 

Yet Paul knows that people will be tempted to look 

down on those who hold different convictions and treat 

them as outsiders. It’s our way of pushing them to 

conform with our opinions and desires. So, in Romans 

15:5-7 he writes,  

May the God of endurance and 

encouragement grant you to live in such 

harmony with one another, in accord with 

Christ Jesus, that together you may with one 

voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one another 
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as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 

God. 

The welcoming mercy of Christ compels us to 

welcome fellow believers who don’t see eye to eye with 

us on issues that are not clearly addressed in Scripture. 

And when we accept one another this way, we fulfill our 

purpose—we glorify God. So, don’t be picky, controlling 

or divisive. Thank God for anyone who wants to follow 

Jesus.  
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Type 3: Offenders 

If you are going to cook something, you need a source 

of heat. It makes rock hard carrots, broccoli or potatoes 

tender. It turns a squishy piece of meat into something 

that you can sink your teeth into. But if you overdo it, that 

piece of meat becomes tough as shoe leather, and your 

vegetables end up burned to a crisp. 

The knowledge of God’s judgment is a heat source for 

the Christian life. When you understand it properly, it 

softens your heart. It makes you compassionate, merciful, 

and accepting. It compels you to speak the truth in love. 

But if you misuse it, it can harden your heart so that you 
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end up using it as a weapon to intimidate anyone who 

offends you. 

Luke 9:51-56 reveals how the disciples misused this 

knowledge. 

When the days drew near for him to be taken 

up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And he 

sent messengers ahead of him, who went and 

entered a village of the Samaritans, to make 

preparations for him. But the people did not 

receive him, because his face was set toward 

Jerusalem. And when his disciples James and 

John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us 

to tell fire to come down from heaven and 

consume them?" But he turned and rebuked 

them. And they went on to another village. 

Hospitality to travelers was a common courtesy in the 

ancient world. The Samaritans are being rude and 

offensive, but they are not singling out Jesus. They would 

treat any Jews headed to Jerusalem the same way because 

of a longstanding feud. 

It began a thousand years beforehand when King 

Solomon died. The ten northern tribes of Israel broke 

away from Jerusalem and the tribe of Judah. They made 

Samaria their capital and established their own temples 

in Bethel and Dan where they worshiped golden calves. 
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In 722 B.C, they were conquered by the Assyrians, whose 

policy was to relocate conquered peoples so that they 

intermarried and lost their national identity. Of course, 

Jerusalem was conquered by the Babylonians 150 years 

later, but when they returned to the city to rebuild it, the 

Samaritans opposed them. They subsequently had a 

string of conflicts leading up to the time of Jesus.  

Jewish culture deeply resented the Samaritans. They 

considered them half-breeds and heretics. So, James and 

John are quick to seek retribution. They offer to call down 

fire from heaven. Some ancient manuscripts of Luke 

include the phrase, “as Elijah did.” 2 Kings 1 tells of two 

occasions when this happened to troops who came to take 

Elijah by force. But Elijah had been calling those people 

to repentance for years. There is no indication that this 

Samaritan village had ever heard the gospel.  

Jesus rebukes James and John. Again, some 

manuscripts of Luke tell us that Jesus also says, “You do 

not know what manner of spirit you are.” The disciples 

were missing the point. Jesus is heading to Jerusalem to 

die for the sins of the world. He does not hesitate to speak 

of God’s coming judgment, but he does so in mercy 
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inviting people to receive eternal life. He did not come to 

condemn people but to save them. 

Decades later Peter gives us some helpful perspective 

on God’s judgment in 2 Peter 3:7-9. He writes, 

But by the same word the heavens and earth 

that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept 

until the day of judgment and destruction of 

the ungodly. But do not overlook this one fact, 

beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 

thousand years, and a thousand years as one 

day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise 

as some count slowness, but is patient toward 

you, not wishing that any should perish, but 

that all should reach repentance. 

When this conflict happens with the Samaritans, the 

disciples do not yet understand the patience of God. They 

want the Samaritans to perish, but Jesus wants them to 

repent. In fact, Acts 8 tells us that the gospel does spread 

to Samaria. John goes along with Peter and lays hands on 

them so that they can receive the Holy Spirit. I wonder if 

in that moment he thought back to his hot-headed words 

recorded here in Luke 9. 
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So, even when people offend us, we should show 

them mercy and patience. Paul challenges us with these 

words in Romans 12:19-21.  

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it 

to the wrath of God, for it is written, 

"Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 

Lord." To the contrary, "if your enemy is 

hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 

something to drink; for by so doing you will 

heap burning coals on his head." Do not be 

overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

We are inclined to lash out at those who offend us, 

but Jesus wants us to patiently speak truth and do good. 

Trust God to work in people in his time. If you have 

received his mercy, then extend it to others. 
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Conclusion 

We need a Christ-like balance. We should reflect his 

grace and mercy by accepting inferiors, outsiders, and 

even offenders. We speak his truth, even the truth of his 

judgment, but we do it patiently with compassion and 

genuine concern, praying that people would be saved. 

Have you personally received Christ’s mercy? We all 

deserve condemnation for our sins, but Jesus redeems us 

through his death. In his patience, he gives you the 

opportunity to respond to him today. Believe in him and 

begin to follow him. If you want to learn more about 

following Jesus, I would encourage you to read more 

from Romans 12. There the Apostle Paul sums up how 

we should respond to the mercy of God. 

If you are a follower of Christ, do you accept people? 

Have you been condescending or rude to someone? If so, 

then I would encourage you to repent. Confess that sin to 

God and seek forgiveness from that person. Have you 

been ignoring people? Look around as you go through 

your week. Reach out to someone in the kindness of God. 

May God shape our lives to reflect the love of Christ. 
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Questions for Further Reflection 

1. Has someone ever shown Christ-like acceptance to 

you? What did they do? 

 

 

 

2. Which type of people do you find hardest to accept? 

Why? 

 

 

 

3. What could you do to reach out to someone this 

week? 
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Chapter 7 
Jesus Above All 

Luke 9:57-62 

As the holidays draw near and the weather turns cold, 

people start baking, but some are not good at following 

recipes. They carelessly grab the wrong measuring spoon. 

They lose track of where they are at in the recipe and add 

the same ingredient twice. Or worse, they get distracted 

and leave out an important ingredient, even the main 

ingredient. What good are chocolate chip cookies 

without the chocolate chips! 

We run into a similar problem in our spiritual lives. 

There are lots of good ingredients. The Bible does not give 
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us an exact recipe, yet one thing is clear. Commitment to 

Jesus Christ is our priority. But we can be careless. We 

can become distracted. We can focus so much on other 

good ingredients, that the main ingredient is watered 

down or completely neglected. What good is Christianity 

without Christ? 

Luke 9:57-62 reveals three comparisons that test our 

commitment to Christ. They are drawn from snippets of 

conversations Jesus has with three would be disciples. 

Luke does not give us any details about these individuals, 

so the strong statements Jesus makes seem shocking, even 

harsh. We must interpret them in light of his other 

teaching and the rest of biblical revelation, but we should 

not minimize his words. He intends them to be sharp and 

piercing. He wants us to examine our hearts to determine 

whether some good thing has taken his place as the 

highest priority in our lives.  
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Comparison 1: The Comforts of Home 

Our definition of comfort keeps changing as the years 

go by. Past generations had to chop wood and tend a fire 

to heat their homes for the winter, but most of us just set 

a thermostat. We do not travel someplace to be 

entertained. We have instant access to news, books, 

music, sporting events, and movies. Brick and mortar 

stores find it difficult to stay in business, because we can 

have any product delivered to our door within a day or 

two with a few taps on a screen. 

Comfort can be a powerful idol. Many people in our 

generation recognize the evil of that temptation. They try 

to counteract it with fads like the current interest in small 
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houses or minimal living. We like to think that having a 

little less will free us from the power of that idol. Some 

people even fantasize about going back in time to a more 

primitive society. But before our modern luxuries 

developed, people were still tempted to make personal 

comfort their primary pursuit. 

Luke 9:57-58 tells us how Jesus exposes this problem 

in one man’s life. It says, 

As they were going along the road, someone 

said to him, "I will follow you wherever you 

go." And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, 

and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of 

Man has nowhere to lay his head." 

This man declares his complete devotion to Christ, but 

Jesus does not accept his statement at face value. He tests 

his commitment by comparing his devotion with his love 

for the comforts of home. 

At this point in his ministry, Jesus is constantly on the 

move. He is going to as many villages as possible to 

preach the gospel. People may welcome him into their 

homes, but he does not settle any place for long. As the 

animosity of the Jewish leaders increases toward him, his 
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movement insures that they will not corner him until the 

time of his choosing. 

Jesus’ response to this man raises several questions. 

Does the man understand the sacrifice that will be 

required? If he sets out with Jesus, will his enthusiasm 

fade? Will he begin to complain and grumble about the 

situation? Will he abandon Jesus or even turn against 

him? Does he value Jesus above the comforts of home? 

Having a nice, comfortable home is not wrong. It can 

be very good. As the gospel spreads in the first century, 

churches meet in homes. The average person’s home was 

not large enough to accommodate many people. So, 

those with large households like Philemon in the city of 

Colossae play a vital role in providing meeting space and 

other resources for the church. Paul’s letter to him that is 

included in the New Testament testifies to the 

significance of Philemon’s ministry. 

Whether rich or poor, if the comfort of wealth is the 

supreme pursuit of your life, you will be led astray from 

Christ. Paul describes this effect in 1 Timothy 6:8-10. He 

says,  

But if we have food and clothing, with these we 

will be content. But those who desire to be rich 
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fall into temptation, into a snare, into many 

senseless and harmful desires that plunge 

people into ruin and destruction. For the love 

of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is 

through this craving that some have wandered 

away from the faith and pierced themselves 

with many pangs. 

Would you be content with simple food and plain 

clothing? People speak of home ownership as the 

American dream, but Paul does not mention having a 

home as a necessity. Are you driven by the desire to get 

more? The biblical term for that motivation is 

covetousness. It is condemned in the Ten 

Commandments, because it places the pursuit of wealth 

over the pursuit of God. Covetousness is a form of 

idolatry. 

Abandoning your home is not required to be a disciple 

of Jesus. But to follow him you must be willing to give it 

up. Would you leave it all behind, if it was the best way 

for you to serve him? The cause of Christ must guide the 

way we use all our resources. In 1 Timothy 6:17-19, Paul 

writes, 

As for the rich in this present age, charge them 

not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the 
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uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly 

provides us with everything to enjoy. They are 

to do good, to be rich in good works, to be 

generous and ready to share, thus storing up 

treasure for themselves as a good foundation 

for the future, so that they may take hold of that 

which is truly life. 

True life is not found in the comforts of home, or in 

working constantly to acquire more possessions. It is 

found in living for Jesus. As disciples, we are called to 

offer up our work, our home, and all our possessions to 

him.  
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Comparison 2: The Duties of Home 

When a close family member dies, life can seem like 

a tangled mess. You are pulled in a hundred different 

directions. Countless tasks and arrangements need to be 

handled. Family problems that have been swept under the 

rug can suddenly be reignited. We experience a mix of 

emotions: grief, anger, guilt, and fear. In such moments, 

the expectations of family and the duties of home can be 

overwhelming.  

Jesus uses that experience to test another man’s 

commitment to him. Luke 9:59-60 tells us, 

To another he said, "Follow me." But he said, 

"Lord, let me first go and bury my father." And 
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Jesus said to him, "Leave the dead to bury their 

own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the 

kingdom of God." 

Jesus makes the point that devotion to him must take 

priority over the duties of home, but he phrases it in terms 

that seem harsh. Why does he speak this way, and what 

are the implications for all who follow him? 

Jesus may respond this way because he knows the 

man’s motivation for attending to his father’s burial. 

Some scholars suggest that his father has not yet died. If 

so, then he is indefinitely postponing following Jesus. 

Others say that his delay is motivated by covetousness, 

because he wants to receive his inheritance first. Another 

explanation is that he wants to be respected for following 

Jewish cultural expectations for an extended period of 

mourning. These speculations are often presented as 

justification for Jesus’ words, but nothing in the passage 

confirms them. The man may be motivated by a sincere 

desire to obey God’s commandment to honor his father.  

Jesus’ response may strike us as insensitive, but we 

need to understand the important theological truth that 

he is expressing. He refers to two kinds of death, and 

implies that there will be a third. The first death is the 
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physical condition of the man’s father. His body is no 

longer alive, so it needs to be buried because it will begin 

to decompose.  

But Jesus also says that the man’s burial should be left 

to those who are dead. Here he is referring to people who 

are physically alive, but spiritually dead. Paul speaks of 

death this way in Ephesians 2:1-3 when he says, 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 

in which you once walked, following the 

course of this world, following the prince of the 

power of the air, the spirit that is now at work 

in the sons of disobedience—among whom we 

all once lived in the passions of our flesh, 

carrying out the desires of the body and the 

mind, and were by nature children of wrath, 

like the rest of mankind. 

Because of Adam and Eve’s sin, we are all born into 

this spiritual condition. We are not spiritually responsive. 

We have no natural inclination to obey or serve God. We 

need the spiritual equivalent of a defibrillator to jump 

start our heart. John 3:3 tells us how Jesus makes this 

point to a man named Nicodemus. It says, “Jesus 

answered him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 

born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.’” Later in 
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the conversation, John 3:16 tells us that Jesus says, “For 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 

whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life.” 

Jesus is the source of spiritual life. Later the disciples 

learn that he makes it available by dying for our sins and 

rising from the dead. His death makes it possible for us to 

be forgiven. His resurrection power causes us to be born 

again as we believe in him. But to believe, people must 

hear this message of salvation, and they must respond to 

it in faith before they die. 

Those who do not receive spiritual life in Christ will 

face a third kind of death. All who have died physically 

will be resurrected, but only those who have received 

spiritual life will enter Christ’s eternal kingdom. Those 

who were never born again will be excluded. They will be 

sentenced to eternal punishment, the second death. In 2 

Thessalonians 1:9, Paul describes it by saying, “They will 

suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from 

the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might.” 

So, back in Luke 9, Jesus urges this man to go and 

proclaim the kingdom of God. Anyone can tend to the 

burial of a dead man, but only a born-again believer can 
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tell people the life-giving truth about Jesus that can rescue 

them from eternal punishment. Does this mean that we 

should avoid the duties and obligations that come with 

the loss of a close family member? No, but it shapes the 

way we handle those duties. Our highest priority is to 

display and proclaim the grace and mercy of Christ to our 

family members.  
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Comparison 3: The Affections of Home 

The sweetest things in life are usually sticky. Think of 

honey or maple syrup. There is nothing like their sugary 

taste or the mess they leave behind. The same can be said 

about the affections we have for close family members. 

They can bring us both great joy and deep heartache. 

Their influence sticks with us one way or another for good 

or bad. 

In the third test in our passage, Jesus challenges a man 

to compare his devotion with the affections of home. 

Luke 9:61-62 tells us,  

Yet another said, "I will follow you, Lord, but 

let me first say farewell to those at my home." 
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Jesus said to him, "No one who puts his hand 

to the plow and looks back is fit for the 

kingdom of God." 

What could possibly be wrong with saying goodbye? 

This man’s response to Jesus is very similar to how Elisha 

responds when Elijah enlists him as a follower in 1 Kings 

19:20. Elisha wants to kiss his father and mother, and 

Elijah allows him to do so. So, on the surface, saying 

farewell seems to be a simple matter of honoring family 

relationships, but such departures can also be drawn out. 

Judges 19 tells the story of a man trying to leave his father-

in-law’s home for two days. They keep delaying as they 

eat and drink. The father-in-law hopes to persuade him to 

stay. Perhaps Jesus knew that this man’s family would do 

something similar.  

Jesus responds in a way that suggests that this man’s 

heart is divided. He pictures a person plowing and getting 

distracted. As he looks back, he is not able to keep the 

plow straight. He might even veer off course into 

someone else’s field. Perhaps he is talking to someone or 

thinking about other ways that he could be using his time. 

Today we might call it multitasking, but the man doing 

the plowing is simply not paying attention to his job. 
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Looking back may seem like a small matter, but Jesus 

says that this kind of divided focus makes someone unfit 

for entering God’s kingdom. The New Testament Epistle 

of James helps us understand this problem. James 1:5-8 

says, 

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, 

who gives generously to all without reproach, 

and it will be given him. But let him ask in 

faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts 

is like a wave of the sea that is driven and 

tossed by the wind. For that person must not 

suppose that he will receive anything from the 

Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in 

all his ways. 

James is not discouraging honest questions about 

faith. His concern is with people who pray for God’s help 

just in case he is there. They have not reached a firm 

decision one way or the other about whether he exists. 

Their opinion about God drifts back and forth depending 

upon their last conversation. A genuine relationship with 

God cannot exist in this on again, off again approach to 

faith. I think this duplicity is what Jesus has in mind when 

he speaks of putting your hand to the plow, and then 

looking back. 
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What is the connection, then, between this man 

saying farewell and wavering in his faith? The affections 

of home can sometimes work against faith in Christ. 

When family members do not share your faith, they can 

discourage your commitment to Christ. They might mock 

your beliefs and exploit your doubts. They might even 

encourage sinful behavior. Matthew 10:36-37 tells us that 

Jesus addresses this kind of family dynamic on another 

occasion by saying, 

And a person's enemies will be those of his own 

household. Whoever loves father or mother 

more than me is not worthy of me, and 

whoever loves son or daughter more than me 

is not worthy of me. 

Jesus is not saying that loving your family is bad. 

Strong affection and commitment to one another in a 

family are good, but devotion to Christ is more important. 

In an ideal situation, your family encourages your 

spiritual life, but that is not always the case. By going to 

say farewell, the man in our passage seems to be looking 

back to a life of unbelief. He is contemplating turning 

away from the path of discipleship. We must place 

commitment to Christ above the affections of home. 
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Conclusion 

Jesus is worthy of complete devotion. He is the Son of 

God, the Savior of our souls, and the Coming King. The 

comforts, duties, and affections of home are all good 

things. But we cannot allow them to overshadow or water 

down our commitment to him in anyway. 

Are you personally devoted to Jesus? This kind of 

devotion is not optional. It is not reserved for super-

spiritual people. Confessing him as your Lord is the 

starting point of the Christian life. If you have never done 

so, I encourage you to pledge yourself to him today. If 

you want to learn more about this commitment, 1 

Timothy 6 would be a great chapter to read. As we saw 

earlier, it helps us understand his lordship over our wealth 

and possessions. 

Perhaps you have been following Christ for a while, 

but he is being crowded out by other good things. If so, I 

encourage you to renew your devotion to him today. 

Give him first place. You may need to change how you 

handle some of those good things. Take whatever steps 

are needed to follow and serve Christ faithfully. 

May Christ be exalted in everything we say and do. 
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Questions for Further Reflection 

1. Which comparison is most challenging for you? Why? 

 

 

 

2. How would giving Jesus priority over all else change 

your life? 

 

 

 

3. What could you do to keep deepening your devotion 

to Jesus? 
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Chapter 8 
Mistakes Disciples Make 

Luke 10:1-16 

I cannot think of a more difficult sport than golf. I 

have tried playing it a half dozen times with experienced 

golfers, even with a golf pro on one occasion. Every piece 

of advice they gave required me to do something that felt 

counter-intuitive. The things they told me about the grip, 

the stance, and the swing all went against my natural 

inclinations. It’s a good thing that the game is played in 

such a peaceful setting, because it is completely 

maddening. 
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Following Jesus is not really like golf, but it is similar 

in that it requires that we go against many of our natural 

inclinations. Even the most well-intentioned disciples 

tend to make certain mistakes. We think that we are 

serving Christ well, but we can do so in ways that 

ultimately undermine the mission he has given us. These 

problems begin on a personal level, but they can end up 

misleading groups, churches, organizations, and even 

entire denominations. 

In his perfect wisdom, Jesus anticipates these 

problems. Matthew, Mark and Luke each document 

instructions that Jesus gives to the twelve apostles as he 

sends them out on a ministry trip to villages in Galilee. 

We examined that event in our study of the first few 

verses of Luke 9. But only Luke describes another 

occasion when Jesus sends out a larger group of disciples, 

probably to villages around Judea in the last few months 

before his crucifixion. Luke 10:1-16 tells us how he 

prepares these disciples to overcome three common 

mistakes that we still make today. 

This passage helps us in two major ways. First, it 

reminds us that the various expressions of Christianity 

that we see in the world today may not live up to what 
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Jesus intended. So, don’t reject Jesus when some of his 

followers get it wrong. Make sure that you evaluate 

Christianity according to what he intended it to be. 

Second, if you are a disciple, then take advantage of 

this opportunity to examine your heart. These mistakes 

are so common, that we easily become blind to them. 

Don’t fall into the mindset of thinking, “That’s just how 

things are.” If you have fallen into any of these patterns, 

then repent. Strive to live according to Christ’s teaching 

even if it goes against what you see and hear from other 

professing Christians. 
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Mistake 1: Individualism 

Fall corn mazes have become big business across the 

United States. But why is it always corn? Why not some 

other crop like wheat or alfalfa? Obviously, they are too 

short. You could see the whole maze and everyone else 

in it. It wouldn’t be a challenge. But corn stalks are tall 

enough to block your view. Even with a picture of the 

entire field from above, you can still become disoriented. 

You may hear other voices a few rows away, but you can 

still feel so isolated and alone that some people begin to 

panic. 

Following Jesus can feel the same way. We lose sight 

of the big picture and only see right in front of us. Some 
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believers convince themselves that they must bear the 

burden of a church or ministry alone. Others become so 

disappointed by what they see in other Christians that 

they withdraw from relationships and treat their faith as 

something entirely personal. Both scenarios are examples 

of individualism. 

Luke 10:1-2 reveals how Jesus counters this tendency. 

Luke writes, 

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two 

others and sent them on ahead of him, two by 

two, into every town and place where he 

himself was about to go. And he said to them, 

"The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 

few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the 

harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

Jesus wants them to see that the work is far too big for 

one person to handle. The immediate goal for this group 

is to go ahead of Jesus into every village along the way to 

announce that he is coming. That may explain why he 

appoints 72 of them, or some manuscripts say 70. Since 

they go out in pairs, he may intend for them to visit 35 or 

36 places. We do not know for sure.  

But Jesus is clear that the harvest is much bigger. 

Seventy-two people will not be enough. In fact, their 
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number may indicate the ultimate scope of the work. 

Some think that Jesus numbers this group to correspond 

with the seventy elders of Israel in Numbers 11. Others 

think that he bases the number on the nations listed in 

Genesis 10. Neither of these links can be proven, but he 

certainly intends the work of the harvest to extend 

throughout Israel and ultimately to the entire world.  

It would seem more efficient to send them out 

individually, but Jesus instructs them to stay in pairs. He 

does not explain why, but other biblical teaching suggests 

three good reasons. First, Old Testament law requires the 

testimony of two witnesses in a court. These disciples are 

not participating in a legal proceeding, but having two 

voices still gives them a greater degree of credibility.  

Second, going out in pairs establishes a system of 

accountability and encouragement. As they stay in 

people’s homes, the disciples could face various 

temptations such as drunkenness, fighting, sexual 

immorality, or stealing. But Jesus elsewhere instructs 

them to confront sinful behavior in a fellow believer. 

Matthew 18:15 tells us that he teaches, “If your brother 

sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you 
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and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your 

brother.” 

This type of involvement and personal concern for 

one another is evident throughout the New Testament. 

For instance, Hebrews 3:13 says, “But exhort one another 

every day, as long as it is called "today," that none of you 

may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” The 

Christian life cannot be lived alone. Individualism does 

not handle temptation well. We each need people who 

know us and will look out for us. But that will not happen 

unless we are also willing to play that role for them. 

A third reason for going out in pairs is that it 

establishes a training system. A mature experienced 

disciple can work alongside someone who is just 

beginning to learn. Paul demonstrates this strategy in his 

ministry as he trains younger men like Timothy. In 2 

Timothy 2:2, he then instructs Timothy to do likewise. 

He says, “and what you have heard from me in the 

presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who 

will be able to teach others also.” Individualism prevents 

this crucial hand off from ever happening. We should all 

pursue relationships with those who are further along in 

their spiritual life and those who are just beginning.   
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Of course, the goal of these relationships is not merely 

friendship or self-improvement. Every disciple is called to 

work in this harvest. We do that first by praying, asking 

God to send more laborers. But then, like the seventy-two 

disciples, we go out and tell people about Jesus. They 

announce that he is coming to their village. We announce 

that he will return one day to rule the earth. We spread 

the word to people throughout our community and 

beyond. As God enables some to respond in faith, we 

then draw them into the work of the harvest, because they 

are the answer to our prayer for more laborers. 

Don’t make the mistake of individualism. Don’t 

withdraw or go it alone. When you follow Jesus, you are 

part of this worldwide harvest, and the harvest is all about 

people.  
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Mistake 2: Antagonism 

When you think of aggressive animals, sheep are 

probably not at the top of your list. We think of wolves, 

lions, and bears, but not sheep. We expect them to be 

docile and peaceful, grazing in some green pasture. But 

sometimes a ram will become hostile and charge at 

someone. I saw a video of some poor shepherd crossing a 

road with his sheep. One of them headbutts him several 

times, knocking him down and pummeling him into the 

pavement. It is shocking to watch, because it seems so out 

of character. 

Of course, the Bible often refers to believers as sheep. 

We are supposed to be characterized by the peace that 
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comes from trusting and following the good shepherd. 

But we are inclined to be more aggressive like that ram in 

the video. We want to represent Jesus with a sense of 

power, even superiority. So, we become pushy. We try to 

argue people into submitting to Christ. We declare their 

sin and threaten them with judgment. But such 

antagonism is a serious mistake. 

Jesus instructs the seventy-two disciples to relate to 

people in a very different way. Luke 10:3-9 tells us that he 

says, 

Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as 

lambs in the midst of wolves. Carry no 

moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals, and greet 

no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, 

first say, 'Peace be to this house!' And if a son 

of peace is there, your peace will rest upon him. 

But if not, it will return to you. And remain in 

the same house, eating and drinking what they 

provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do 

not go from house to house. Whenever you 

enter a town and they receive you, eat what is 

set before you. Heal the sick in it and say to 

them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to 

you.' 
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Jesus wants them to approach their mission from a 

mindset of humility. He knows that they will encounter 

wolf-like hostility from some people. But they are to 

conduct themselves as gentle lambs. He instructs them to 

leave behind the power of wealth and possessions. He is 

not calling them to a life of poverty, but he wants them to 

carry out their mission in humble dependence. They 

should not even take the time to greet travelers on the 

road, because they are servants on a mission.  

This humble conduct is essential because it reflects 

their message. Some say that when peace is mentioned in 

verses 5 and 6, it is simply a form of greeting. But this 

blessing is not some meaningless phrase. Some people 

respond to it, and it rests upon them. Others reject it, so 

that it does not benefit them. I believe that Jesus is 

describing the offer of salvation here. 

The disciples are proclaiming that the kingdom of 

God has come near, and peace is an integral part of that 

kingdom. Since Adam and Eve sinned, humanity has 

been in a state of perpetual conflict with God and one 

another. But the reign of the Messiah will bring a full and 

complete transformation of society. Isaiah 9:6-7 was 

written almost eight centuries before the birth of Jesus, 
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but it looks forward to the coming of the Messiah by 

saying, 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 

government and of peace there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

to establish it and to uphold it with justice and 

with righteousness from this time forth and 

forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts 

will do this. 

After Jesus ascends into heaven the apostles continue 

to proclaim the good news of peace, and they focus on its 

implications for individuals. Every sin we commit is a 

hostile act of rebellion against God. But in Romans 5:1, 

Paul writes, “Therefore, since we have been justified by 

faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” He explains his thought further in verse 10, by 

saying, “For if while we were enemies we were reconciled 

to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we 

are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.” 

Furthermore, having this reconciled relationship with 

God enables us to experience peace as we encounter trials 
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here and now. Paul describes this great blessing in 

Philippians 4:6-7, by saying, 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known 

to God. And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

When the disciples say, “Peace be on this house,” I 

believe they are inviting people to all of this. So, if peace 

is our message, then every follower of Jesus should reflect 

that spirit in how we relate to people. Perhaps that 

explains why Jesus tells the seventy-two disciples to eat 

and drink what is set before them. Some commentators 

claim that they are going to villages with Gentiles who do 

not follow the Jewish dietary laws. Whatever situations 

they encounter, they are not supposed to be arrogantly 

picky or critical. Jesus does not want them to move 

around trying to find a better place to stay. They are to 

humbly receive what is given to them. Jesus also enables 

them to heal people as they announce the nearness of the 

kingdom. 
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Disciples of Jesus should act like sons and daughters 

of peace. Is that what people see in you and hear from 

you? The world is full of wolves, but we cannot respond 

with antagonism. Jesus calls us to be as gentle as lambs.  
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Mistake 3: Pluralism 

A lot of big cities have incredibly complex freeway 

systems. When multiple highways intersect, a driver may 

have a dozen paths to choose from. It can be completely 

overwhelming, but there’s really no wrong choice. It may 

slow you down, but you can always change course at the 

next major intersection.  

A lot of people are inclined to view religion that way. 

They say that we all believe in the same God. People take 

different paths, but they eventually get to God as long as 

they are sincere. After all, don’t we preach a message of 

peace? 
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Some very prominent Christians throughout history 

have expressed this sentiment, including C. S. Lewis. In 

Chapter 15 of The Last Battle, the final book of the 

Chronicles of Narnia, he describes a young man who 

spent his life worshiping another god instead of Aslan, his 

figure of Christ. But Aslan comes to the man and says that 

even though he worshiped this other god, he did it in a 

right heart with a sincere desire for truth. So, Aslan 

welcomes him into his heavenly kingdom.  

I am calling this mistake pluralism. People define that 

term in a variety of ways, but I am using it in a generic 

sense to refer to any view that allows for people to 

experience eternal life apart from explicit faith in Jesus 

Christ and his gospel prior to death.  It’s the idea you hear 

at countless funerals that someone wasn’t religious, but 

he was nice to a few people, so he must be enjoying 

heaven now. A lot of Christians go along with this way of 

thinking because Jesus is so loving and accepting, but 

they are wrong. Pluralism contradicts the teaching of 

Jesus.  

Luke 10:10-16 tells us how Jesus prepares the seventy-

two disciples to overcome this mistake. He says, 
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But whenever you enter a town and they do not 

receive you, go into its streets and say, 'Even 

the dust of your town that clings to our feet we 

wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this, 

that the kingdom of God has come near.' I tell 

you, it will be more bearable on that day for 

Sodom than for that town. 

"Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, 

Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you 

had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would 

have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and 

ashes. But it will be more bearable in the 

judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And 

you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to 

heaven? You shall be brought down to Hades. 

The one who hears you hears me, and the 

one who rejects you rejects me, and the one 

who rejects me rejects him who sent me. 

These verses contain several important ideas, and 

they stand out more clearly if we set aside all the places 

for a moment. Jesus teaches that a day of judgment is 

coming. Every person who has ever lived will participate. 

Those who listen to the message of Jesus’ disciples and 

receive it will be exalted to heaven. But those who reject 

the disciples, are rejecting Jesus and God the Father, so 

they will be brought down to Hades. Furthermore, there 

will be degrees of anguish in Hades based in part upon the 
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opportunities to respond to Jesus that people ignored 

during their lives. 

Jesus uses the history of these various places to make 

a powerful comparison. God destroyed Sodom during the 

days of Abraham after the men of the town tried to rape 

God’s angelic messengers (Genesis 19). Jesus says the 

eternal punishment for villagers who reject his disciples 

will be worse than it will be for the men of Sodom. Tyre 

and Sidon led many Israelites away from God through 

the evil influence of their princess Jezebel who married 

King Ahab of Israel (1 Kings 16-21). But Jesus says they 

would have repented if they had seen all the miracles he 

performed in cities like Chorazin, Bethsaida, and 

Capernaum. So, the punishment for these three cities will 

be worse than it will be for Tyre and Sidon.  

What does Jesus want his disciples to do with this 

understanding of judgment? They bring a message of 

peace in a peaceful way. But when people reject them, 

they must explain the consequences. Wiping the dust off 

their feet is not a condescending act of hatred or 

bitterness. It stands as evidence that these people had the 

opportunity to hear the gospel and rejected it. It is a 

somber warning. When Jesus uses the word woe, he is 
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expressing deep sadness that these cities have been so 

stubborn. 

So, the reality of judgment should compel every 

disciple to present the gospel clearly. It would be far easier 

and less controversial to give into our pluralistic impulses 

and say that everyone goes to heaven. But the New 

Testament explicitly states that there is only one way. 

John 14:6 says, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the 

truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me.’” Acts 4:12 tells us that Peter proclaims, 

“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 

name under heaven given among men by which we must 

be saved.”  

Pluralism may seem gracious and kind, but it is 

anything but. It deceives people by denying that they need 

to believe in Jesus and his saving work.  

Conclusion 

People need to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Individualism ignores them. Antagonism tries to force 

them to respond. Pluralism excuses their rejection and 

denies the reality of judgment. Instead, faithful disciples 

must reflect the compassion and clarity of our Savior. 
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Have you received God’s peace? Have you come to 

believe that Jesus is the way, the truth, the life? Are you 

trusting him alone for salvation? If not, I invite you to 

begin to believe and follow him today. If you want to 

learn more about his message of salvation, the fifth 

chapter of Paul’s New Testament letter to the Romans 

would be a good place to begin. I encourage you to set 

aside time to read it and reflect upon it.  

If you’re following Jesus, are you sharing his peace? 

Does it shape the way you relate to people? Do you need 

to focus on avoiding one of these mistakes? Is there 

someone with whom you need to initiate a conversation 

this week? Don’t hesitate. Speak the truth in love. 

May the peace of Christ overflow in our lives. 

Questions for Further Reflection 

1. Which mistake are you best at avoiding? Why? 

 

2. Which mistake are you most inclined to make? Why? 

What could you do to better avoid it? 

 

3. Who do you know that needs to hear about God’s 

peace? What could you do to share it with them?
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Chapter 9 
The Joy of Discipleship 

Luke 10:17-24 

One summer when I was six years old, my 

grandfather gave me a magnifying glass. We used it to get 

a close-up look at things in the backyard: blades of grass, 

flower petals, dirt clods, ants, and leaves. I began to see 

the ridges, bumps, and cracks on things that seemed 

smooth. Then he showed me that you can also use a 

magnifying glass to focus the sun’s rays. You can make 

scorch marks on a piece of wood or burn a hole through 

a dry leaf. I was fascinated by the destructive potential.  
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You might say that following Jesus requires us to use 

something like a magnifying glass. His teaching gives us 

a close-up look at the sinfulness of humanity. It shows us 

that people’s best deeds are tainted by selfish motives. We 

need that perspective, but if we’re not careful we can use 

it in destructive ways. Some focus it on others, becoming 

judgmental and self-righteous. Some turn it on 

themselves, becoming morbidly introspective and 

weighed down with guilt. How do we avoid misusing 

God’s truth?  

We need to look up. The same lens that magnifies 

human sinfulness also works like a telescope to show us 

the infinite grace and majesty of God. As we learn who 

he is, and how he relates to us, we find wisdom, peace, 

life, and joy. David expresses the power of this 

perspective in Psalm 36:7-9, by saying, 

How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 

The children of mankind take refuge in the 

shadow of your wings. They feast on the 

abundance of your house, and you give them 

drink from the river of your delights. For with 

you is the fountain of life; in your light do we 

see light. 
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Our study of Luke’s Gospel brings us now to a 

passage that directs our focus upward. Last time we 

considered the instructions Jesus gives to the seventy-two 

disciples as he sends them out to prepare various villages 

for his arrival on his way to Jerusalem. Luke 10:17-24 

describes the rejoicing that takes place as they return. 

Jesus celebrates three sources of joy that God grants to all 

who follow him. So, as we reflect upon his words, join 

the celebration. Rejoice in these great blessings that are 

ours in Christ. 
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Source 1: Spiritual Power 

On New Year’s Day 1982, my cousins and I went to 

see Raiders of the Lost Ark at a little old theater in my 

hometown. Harrison Ford stars as Indiana Jones, the 

adventurous archaeologist. In the first few minutes we see 

him fearlessly tiptoe over tarantulas, swing over a 

bottomless pit, dodge booby traps, and run from a giant 

boulder.  But the image burned into my mind is a scene 

where he enters a chamber filled with snakes. At one 

point he falls and finds himself face to face with a king 

cobra. For all his bravery, even Indiana Jones is afraid of 

snakes. 
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Some people admire snakes, but I cannot help but 

shiver when I see one. Aside from the obvious danger that 

poisonous snakes present, their role in the biblical 

narrative only increases our sense of fear. Genesis 3 

describes a serpent tempting Eve to disobey God. As a 

result, the entire human race is plunged into sin and 

condemnation. But in verse 15, God curses the serpent 

with a prophecy that describes the Messiah’s ultimate 

triumph over evil. He says, “I will put enmity between 

you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 

offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise 

his heel.” 

As you read through the Bible, it becomes clear that 

Satan is that serpent of old (Rev 12:9). In 1 Peter 5:8, 

Peter associates his conduct with another dangerous 

creature. He writes, “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your 

adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, 

seeking someone to devour.” Many people today joke 

about the idea of the devil, but the Bible teaches that he is 

a frighteningly powerful opponent who is always working 

to draw us away from God. Yet we can find joy in 

knowing that God gives us spiritual power to overcome 

Satan. 



On the Road with Jesus 

 

— 176 — 

When the disciples return from their ministry trip, 

they celebrate this power that they have been given. Luke 

10:17-19 tells us. 

The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, 

"Lord, even the demons are subject to us in 

your name!" And he said to them, "I saw Satan 

fall like lightning from heaven. Behold, I have 

given you authority to tread on serpents and 

scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, 

and nothing shall hurt you. 

Jesus’ response raises several questions. When did he 

see Satan fall, and how does this relate to the interactions 

these disciples had with demons? Is he speaking of 

serpents and scorpions literally or figuratively? What does 

he mean when he promises that nothing will hurt them, 

and do these promises apply to us today? 

Two Old Testament prophets speak of Satan’s fall: 

Isaiah and Ezekiel. Ezekiel 28:15-16 seems to connect his 

fall from heaven to his initial rebellion against God. It 

says, 

You were blameless in your ways from the day 

you were created, till unrighteousness was 

found in you. In the abundance of your trade 

you were filled with violence in your midst, 
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and you sinned; so I cast you as a profane thing 

from the mountain of God, and I destroyed 

you, O guardian cherub, from the midst of the 

stones of fire. 

If Jesus is referring to this event in the distant past, 

then he could be expressing that the main battle is already 

over. The disciples are just doing the clean-up work. 

Some Bible teachers have even suggested that Jesus 

mentions Satan’s fall to warn the disciples about getting 

arrogant and falling away as he did.  

But when Jesus says, “I saw Satan fall,” he uses a verb 

tense that suggests ongoing action in the past. A better 

translation would be, “I was watching.” When he 

describes Satan falling like lightning, we tend to think of 

something quick and decisive, but he may not be thinking 

of a single flash. The duration implied by the verb 

suggests that he was thinking of a storm with multiple 

lightning strikes in various places. Perhaps every victory 

the disciples had during their trip knocked Satan down 

again, and Jesus was watching it all transpire like a 

thunderstorm in the distance. 

When the disciples say in verse 17 that demons were 

subject to them, they probably mean that they were able 
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to cast them out from people who were possessed. Direct 

control like that is rare throughout the Bible. Satan seems 

to rally his forces to oppose the ministry of Jesus. But 

they’re no match for the power of Jesus at work through 

his disciples. 

So, when Jesus mentions serpents and scorpions in 

verse 19, the context suggests that he is speaking 

figuratively of Satan and his demons. He shows the 

disciples that this spiritual power is greater than they 

recognize. It extends beyond casting out demons. It gives 

them authority over all the power of the enemy. They can 

recognize Satan’s deceptions and resist his temptation. 

Demons may entice them to make self-destructive 

choices, but they cannot directly control them or damage 

their relationship with God. 

So, does this promise extend to us today or should we 

cower in fear at the thought of the old serpent and his 

attacks? We should be aware, but not afraid. In Ephesians 

6:10-11, Paul writes, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and 

in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of 

God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes 

of the devil.” Every believer can be confident in Christ’s 

power. 
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Though Peter pictures Satan like a prowling lion, he 

simply says,  

Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the 

same kinds of suffering are being experienced 

by your brotherhood throughout the world. 

And after you have suffered a little while, the 

God of all grace, who has called you to his 

eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 

confirm, strengthen, and establish you (1 Peter 

5:9-10). 

Satan can instigate physical suffering as he did to Job in 

the Old Testament, but he cannot inflict direct spiritual 

harm upon those of us who believe. So, we can all rejoice 

in the spiritual power that is ours in Christ.  
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Source 2: Heavenly Hope 

We hear stories in the news about immigrants who set 

out on long, dangerous journeys to find a new land to call 

home. They may have a country in mind, but some of 

them do not know whether they will be allowed to enter 

when they reach the border. They hope to be admitted, 

but there is no certainty. Their hope is nothing more than 

a wish. Imagine the feeling of being turned away. But 

when those who are citizens of a country return from a 

long trip abroad, their passport guarantees that they will 

be welcomed.  

The Bible often pictures believers as people on a 

journey. It started with Abraham. God called him to leave 
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his home and travel to the land he promised to give him 

and his descendants. Hebrews 11:13-16 describes them by 

saying, 

These all died in faith, not having received the 

things promised, but having seen them and 

greeted them from afar, and having 

acknowledged that they were strangers and 

exiles on the earth. For people who speak thus 

make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 

If they had been thinking of that land from 

which they had gone out, they would have had 

opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a 

better country, that is, a heavenly one. 

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their 

God, for he has prepared for them a city. 

I think Jesus has a similar concept in mind as he 

responds to the seventy-two disciples. Luke 10:20 tells us 

that he says, “Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the 

spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are 

written in heaven.” Some people claim that Jesus is 

minimizing or even rebuking the disciples for rejoicing in 

the spiritual power they have experienced. But that 

interpretation does not fit with the affirming statements 

he makes in verses 18 and 19. He is simply making a 

comparison here. They should rejoice in the spiritual 
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power that they have through faith in him. But they 

should find even more joy in the certainty of their 

heavenly hope. 

To have your name written in heaven means that you 

belong there. It’s like having a passport. You will not be 

turned away at the gates but welcomed home as a citizen. 

We find this concept in Isaiah 4:2-4. Isaiah looks ahead 

to the coming of the Messiah’s kingdom and says, 

In that day the branch of the LORD shall be 

beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the land 

shall be the pride and honor of the survivors of 

Israel. And he who is left in Zion and remains 

in Jerusalem will be called holy, everyone who 

has been recorded for life in Jerusalem, when 

the Lord shall have washed away the filth of 

the daughters of Zion and cleansed the 

bloodstains of Jerusalem from its midst by a 

spirit of judgment and by a spirit of burning. 

Back in the second chapter of his prophecy, Isaiah 

announces that the world will someday enter a time of 

perfect peace with Mount Zion, the location of the 

Temple in Jerusalem, as its center. Later in chapter four, 

he describes God being present there in his glory. But not 

everyone will enter that kingdom. There will be a time of 
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judgment. Those who have defied God and exploited 

people will be excluded. But some people are “recorded 

for life in Jerusalem.” Their names are on the list, so 

Isaiah says they will be called holy and will live in God’s 

presence. 

The book of Revelation develops this idea of a name 

list even further. In Revelation 20, the Apostle John 

describes his vision of the final judgment. In verse 12, he 

says, 

And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 

before the throne, and books were opened. 

Then another book was opened, which is the 

book of life. And the dead were judged by what 

was written in the books, according to what 

they had done. 

So, this set of books records everyone’s deeds. Internet 

companies may track what we look at online, what we 

say, and where we go. But God knows much more, 

including our thoughts and motivations. It seems as if this 

information is all recorded in these books as evidence to 

be used in judgment. When our lives are weighed against 

God’s perfect standard of holiness, we all deserve 

condemnation. 
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But the other book, the book of life, does not list 

deeds, only names. These are the people who are allowed 

to enter the new heaven and earth with its new Jerusalem. 

The last verse in the Bible, Revelation 21:27, speaks of 

that heavenly city and says, “But nothing unclean will 

ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or 

false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book 

of life.” 

So, how does someone’s name get into that book?  

What qualifies them to receive eternal life? Revelation 

13:8 gives us an explanation. There John is describing a 

powerful world ruler that he calls the beast, and he says, 

“and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone 

whose name has not been written before the foundation 

of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was 

slain.” Those in the book were chosen by God before the 

foundation of the world. They receive eternal life because 

they are cleansed from their sins by the sacrificial death 

of Jesus, the Lamb of God. Before they were even born, 

their eternal destiny was secure. 

But how do you know whether your name is written 

in heaven in the Lamb’s book? Jesus invites everyone to 

believe. Do you believe that he is the Son of God, the 
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coming King, the Lamb who died for our sins? If so, then 

he promises that a place has been prepared for you in his 

kingdom. The journey will be hard sometimes, but you 

will not be turned away at the gates of heaven. You will 

find that your name had been written in the book of life 

in eternity past. So, we can rejoice in the certainty of this 

amazing heavenly hope.  
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Source 3: Divine Revelation 

At my house, I’m often the last person to go to sleep 

at night and the first to get up in the morning. So, I do a 

lot of wandering around in the dark. Occasionally, I 

bump into something, but that’s only if it’s out of place. 

My home is familiar territory. I’m comfortable there. But 

if I walk into a dark room somewhere else, it can be 

disorienting and even scary. I have no way of knowing 

what’s out there unless someone turns on the lights. In 

that sense, light can bring relief, and even joy.  

As we look out at our world, we assume that we are 

in familiar territory. In fact, with all the knowledge so 

easily available to us, we think that we see everything 
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better than any other generation before us. But the 

passages we read earlier about Satan and his demons call 

our perspective into question. If we are blind to that 

spiritual realm, then what else are we missing? We need 

God to turn on the lights, and when he does, we find joy 

in the privilege of divine revelation. 

Luke 10:21-24 tells us how Jesus makes this 

connection for the disciples. It says, 

In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy 

Spirit and said, "I thank you, Father, Lord of 

heaven and earth, that you have hidden these 

things from the wise and understanding and 

revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for 

such was your gracious will. All things have 

been handed over to me by my Father, and no 

one knows who the Son is except the Father, 

or who the Father is except the Son and anyone 

to whom the Son chooses to reveal him." 

Then turning to the disciples he said 

privately, "Blessed are the eyes that see what 

you see! For I tell you that many prophets and 

kings desired to see what you see, and did not 

see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not 

hear it." 
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Jesus celebrates three aspects of God’s revelation. 

First, he delights in the way that divine revelation 

surprises us. In verse 21 he says that God shows his truth 

to little children. Those who are wise and understanding 

in all the ways of the world don’t necessarily see it. They 

refuse to accept anything unless it fits into their personal 

understanding. Their pride blinds them. So, God reveals 

his truth to those who are humble and teachable, those 

who are willing to believe. We all love when an underdog 

comes out on top, and Jesus is celebrating that kind of 

scenario here.  

In 1 Corinthians 1:26-29, Paul sees this principle at 

work in the composition of the church in Corinth. He 

says, 

For consider your calling, brothers: not many 

of you were wise according to worldly 

standards, not many were powerful, not many 

were of noble birth. But God chose what is 

foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 

chose what is weak in the world to shame the 

strong; God chose what is low and despised in 

the world, even things that are not, to bring to 

nothing things that are, so that no human being 

might boast in the presence of God. 
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Where would we all be if God only revealed himself 

to the world’s brightest and best? We can be thankful that 

God loves to put his grace on display by opening the eyes 

of unlikely people to understand his amazing truths.  

Next, Jesus celebrates the fact that divine revelation is 

personal. In verse 22, he traces a direct connection from 

the Father to the Son to the individual. So, divine 

revelation is not primarily about understanding 

theological ideas or prophetic events. It’s about knowing 

who the Son is and who the Father is. Jesus draws us into 

a relationship with him and his Heavenly Father. John 

describes this connection in 1 John 5:20, by saying, 

And we know that the Son of God has come 

and has given us understanding, so that we 

may know him who is true; and we are in him 

who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the 

true God and eternal life. 

Third, Jesus celebrates the fact that divine revelation 

is progressive. It is growing and increasing because God 

has revealed more about himself and his plans at different 

points throughout history. So, in verses 23 and 24 Jesus 

talks about the blessing the disciples experience in seeing 
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and hearing things that Old Testament prophets and 

kings longed for.  

Peter describes the blessing of standing at this point in 

history in 1 Peter 1:10-12, by saying, 

Concerning this salvation, the prophets who 

prophesied about the grace that was to be yours 

searched and inquired carefully, inquiring 

what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them 

was indicating when he predicted the sufferings 

of Christ and the subsequent glories. It was 

revealed to them that they were serving not 

themselves but you, in the things that have now 

been announced to you through those who 

preached the good news to you by the Holy 

Spirit sent from heaven, things into which 

angels long to look. 

Divine revelation is an incredible privilege. Jesus 

chooses to turn on the lights for unlikely people like us. 

He draws us into a relationship with him and his Father. 

Prophets, kings, and even angels longed to experience 

what we receive in Christ, and our experience will 

continue to deepen as we move beyond this world into 

eternity. Rejoice in divine revelation. 
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Conclusion 

There is joy in following Christ. We cannot allow 

ourselves to become critical or inwardly focused. We face 

a frightening enemy, but Jesus gives us spiritual power. 

We are on a long journey, but Jesus secures our heavenly 

hope. Our world is filled with darkness, but Jesus leads us 

into a life-giving relationship with him through his divine 

revelation. 

Do you believe in the promises that Jesus describes in 

this passage from Luke? If not, then I invite you to take 

that first step today. If God is turning on the switch for 

you, then respond in faith. If you are still weighing that 

decision, I would encourage you to keep learning more 

from the Bible. We just read from 1 Peter 1, and that 

chapter is a great place to continue learning. 

If you are already following Christ, is your life 

characterized by joy? We will never find true joy by trying 

to get everything in life to line up with our desires. We 

won’t experience perfect circumstances until we reach 

eternity. In the meantime, we must learn to find joy in the 

spiritual blessings that God has given us in Christ. 
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What could you do to cultivate that kind of focus this 

week? Do you need to set aside some time to pray? Do 

you need to spend some time reflecting on some of the 

promises in this passage? You might find it helpful to 

meet up with another Christian to talk over some of these 

ideas. Perhaps you know someone who needs to be 

encouraged with some of these truths. Would you share 

your joy? 

May God fill us with joy and peace in Christ! 

Questions for Further Reflection 

1. In what things (other than Christ) do you try to find 

joy? 

 

 

2. What could you do to keep your heart and mind 

focused on these sources of joy? 

 

 

3. What could you do to encourage a fellow believer this 

week? 
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Chapter 10 
Love Your Neighbor 

Luke 10:25-37 

One summer when I was growing up, my family 

visited a big aquarium that had a unique attraction. 

Visitors could rent a snorkel, mask, and fins to swim with 

the fish through a simulated reef. I thought it sounded 

exciting, so I pestered my parents to let me do it. After my 

dad paid the fee, we suited up and waded into a shallow 

entry area, but we were greeted by small sharks and rays. 

I froze. The aquarium was deep and wide with hundreds 

of colorful fish and plenty of places to explore, but I was 

terrified. When I finally mustered up the courage to dive 
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in, I stayed on the surface and swam through as quickly 

as I could. It seemed like a good idea, but it was much 

harder than I imagined. 

Is that how you feel about loving your neighbor? 

Everyone says it’s a good idea, but when you wade in, 

you realize that it’s a lot deeper and messier than you 

imagined. So, most of us stay on the surface. We try to be 

polite most of the time, but we keep moving. We hurry 

back to the safety of our solitude. 

The next passage in our study of Luke’s Gospel, Luke 

10:25-37, calls us deeper. An expert in the Old Testament 

Law asks Jesus about inheriting eternal life, and they end 

up talking about loving your neighbor. This is where 

Jesus tells the well-known story of the Good Samaritan. 

He shows that love is not optional, and superficial 

politeness is not enough. These lessons seem obvious, but 

if we’re not careful, we can still miss the point of the story. 

Jesus demonstrates the importance of love by pointing to 

three connections between loving your neighbor and 

inheriting eternal life.  
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Connection 1: Love Fulfills God’s Law 

You have probably heard people talk about “where 

the rubber meets the road.” I learned the meaning of this 

expression the hard way. In my college days, I was 

driving home late one night on a dark, desolate stretch of 

the eastbound 210 Freeway north of Los Angeles. I was 

drowsy and struggling to stay awake, when I caught a 

glimpse of something metallic in the road. I think it was 

an aluminum ladder, but I noticed it too late. I hit it hard 

and blew out both tires on the right side of the car. I 

managed to pull over to the shoulder, but then I was faced 

with a decision. 
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I was about three miles from home with no way to 

contact anyone for help. I had one spare tire, but not two. 

Would it do any good to put the spare on? Could I even 

see well enough to do it? Should I leave the car and walk 

home in the dark? Should I stay put and wait for a 

highway patrolman to come by? I decided to drive the rest 

of the way home. The rims spun and chewed up the loose 

rubber against the road as I lurched along lopsidedly, but 

I finally made it home. 

A powerful engine is worthless without tires, and in 

spiritual life loving your neighbor is where the rubber 

meets the road. Even Jesus’ worst critics understand that 

love fulfills God’s law. Luke 10:25-28 records how Jesus 

makes this connection clear. It says, 

And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to 

the test, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to 

inherit eternal life?" He said to him, "What is 

written in the Law? How do you read it?" And 

he answered, "You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your strength and with all your 

mind, and your neighbor as yourself." And he 

said to him, "You have answered correctly; do 

this, and you will live." 
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The lawyer quotes from two Old Testament passages: 

Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. These are the 

same verses that Jesus quotes later when a different 

lawyer asks him about the greatest commandment (Matt 

22:34-40; Mark 12:28-34). Matthew 22:40 tells us that on 

that occasion Jesus says, “On these two commandments 

depend all the Law and the Prophets.” So, every other 

command in the Old Testament Law is simply an 

application of these foundational principles. When the 

Old Testament prophets confront the people of Israel 

about their sin and call them back to obedience, their 

exhortation is rooted in these fundamental commands. 

The lawyer described here in Luke 10 joins the two 

commands together as if they are one, and he is right to 

do so. God deserves complete devotion from all his 

creatures. Loving him should be the overall direction of 

our hearts and the full-time occupation of our souls. We 

should exert all our physical and mental energy for him. 

But loving God is mostly internal. It has to do with our 

goals and motivations. The concrete expression of this 

heart for God is how we relate to all the people made in 

his image. The Apostle John makes this connection 

between the two commandments clear in 1 John 4:20 
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when he says, “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his 

brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother 

whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not 

seen.” 

But how is love the answer to the lawyer’s original 

question? In verse 25, he asks, “What shall I do to inherit 

eternal life?” In verse 28, Jesus responds by saying, “Do 

this, and you will live.” Is Jesus teaching that someone 

can earn eternal life through obeying these commands? 

Yes and no.  

First, we must understand that God requires perfect 

obedience. He reveals this standard in the Old Testament 

Law. The phrase “eternal life” is not used, but God 

promises to bring a time of ultimate blessing upon Israel 

and that will transform the entire world. Those blessings, 

however, are conditional. To receive them, Israel must 

obey the Law. Deuteronomy 30:16 says, 

If you obey the commandments of the LORD 

your God that I command you today, by loving 

the LORD your God, by walking in his ways, 

and by keeping his commandments and his 

statutes and his rules, then you shall live and 

multiply, and the LORD your God will bless 
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you in the land that you are entering to take 

possession of it. 

Jesus reiterates the requirement of perfect obedience 

in his Sermon on the Mount, and he points to loving your 

neighbor as the standard. He says, 

For if you love those who love you, what 

reward do you have? Do not even the tax 

collectors do the same? And if you greet only 

your brothers, what more are you doing than 

others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 

You therefore must be perfect, as your 

heavenly Father is perfect (Matthew 5:46-48). 

This perfect standard is not an arbitrary requirement. 

Biblical commandments like this one reflect God’s 

character. The essence of eternal life is enjoying the 

presence of God. But we cannot remain in his presence 

unless our lives perfectly conform to his character. So, 

loving your neighbor fulfills God’s Law, because God 

loves them. But that standard creates a problem for us that 

becomes clear as we continue in Luke 10.  
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Connection 2:  

Love Exposes Human Sinfulness 

Events over the past few years in our state and 

community have taught us that we cannot take the purity 

of our water for granted. Some contaminants are obvious. 

We can see discoloration or taste that something is 

wrong. But other pollutants are invisible and cannot be 

detected apart from some kind of test. Loving your 

neighbor serves as that kind of test for your spiritual life. 

It exposes human sinfulness. 

We see this test happening in Luke 10:29 as the lawyer 

continues his conversation with Jesus. It says, “But he, 

desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, ‘And who is my 
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neighbor?’” The lawyer realizes that he fails the test. His 

life does not measure up to the perfect standard set by 

God’s Law. But rather than humbly confessing his 

sinfulness, he brashly tries to change the requirement. He 

attempts to justify himself by looking for a loophole that 

will excuse his behavior and make him appear righteous.  

He asks Jesus to define who qualifies as a neighbor. 

This was the type of question that Jewish rabbis often 

debated. They whittled away at the Law, looking for 

qualifications and exceptions. Jesus repudiates this kind 

of thinking in his Sermon on the Mount. Matthew 5:43-

44 tells us that he says, “You have heard that it was said, 

‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But 

I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you.” 

Even before Jesus responds to the lawyer here in Luke 

10, the man’s question reveals his heart. In verse 25, Luke 

says that he is putting Jesus to the test. He has it 

backwards. He is not seeking to understand and obey. He 

is playing a game. He is using Jesus and God’s Law to 

show off his intellectual prowess. He is not aspiring to 

love God with all his heart, soul, strength, and mind. He 
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is trying to create an impressive religious reputation in the 

eyes of men. 

Jesus responds by telling him a story that begins with 

two types of people who fail to love their neighbor. Luke 

10:30 tells us,  

Jesus replied, "A man was going down from 

Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among 

robbers, who stripped him and beat him and 

departed, leaving him half dead.  

This man is probably returning home after traveling 

to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. As far as we 

know, he is a normal guy—probably a Jew. He 

encounters robbers, who steal all his belongings and beat 

him severely. These robbers are the first type of people 

who fail to love their neighbor. Their disobedience is 

obvious and defiant. Their behavior is the opposite of 

love. So, as the lawyer hears the story, he probably 

compares himself with them and shakes his head with 

righteous indignation thinking that God should strike 

them down. 

But then in Luke 10:31-32, Jesus introduces two 

people of another type. He says, 
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Now by chance a priest was going down that 

road, and when he saw him he passed by on 

the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he 

came to the place and saw him, passed by on 

the other side. 

These people are spiritual leaders. They are probably 

coming from serving at the Temple. They know God’s 

Law well. They are not violent like the robbers, but they 

choose to ignore this man. Their disobedience is passive. 

They fail to show love. 

These men could use any number of excuses in their 

minds to justify avoiding the man. It could be dangerous. 

The robbers might still be nearby. Perhaps they see 

something that makes them think that this man deserved 

what he got. They could be exhausted from serving at the 

temple. They could be hurrying home. Perhaps they think 

that they have fulfilled their duty, and now it is someone 

else’s turn to serve. They may simply reason that they do 

not know the man, so they do not consider him a 

neighbor. These men know that God desires them to care 

for people, but they simply don’t do it. 

Do these excuses sound familiar? They do to me. 

They’re the ones I use. But when someone is in desperate 
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need of help, none of these justifications are valid. There 

are no loopholes. James 4:17 says, “So whoever knows 

the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.” 

First John 3:17 addresses this kind of situation by saying, 

“But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother 

in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's 

love abide in him?” 

Since love fulfills God’s law and makes someone 

worthy of eternal life, we have a major problem. This 

perfect standard shines a spotlight on our repeated, 

habitual failure. We cannot earn eternal life, because we 

fall short time and again. Love exposes our sinfulness.  



Love Your Neighbor (Luke 10:25-37) 
 

— 205 — 

Connection 3: 

Love Requires Supernatural Mercy 

The Medal of Honor is the most prestigious 

decoration given to United States military personnel. It is 

awarded for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the 

risk of life above and beyond the call of duty. I have been 

watching a documentary that tells the stories of some of 

the recipients. Many of them sacrificed their lives to 

rescue their comrades on the battlefield. They are 

extraordinary people. 

But Jesus calls us to love in a way that goes beyond 

extraordinary. As he continues his story, he introduces 

the character that we often call, “The Good Samaritan.” 
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But if we only think of him as good, we are missing the 

point. The mercy he shows is supernatural, and God 

requires us to love our neighbor the same way. 

Luke 10:33-35 tells us that Jesus says, 

But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to 

where he was, and when he saw him, he had 

compassion. He went to him and bound up his 

wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set 

him on his own animal and brought him to an 

inn and took care of him. And the next day he 

took out two denarii and gave them to the 

innkeeper, saying, 'Take care of him, and 

whatever more you spend, I will repay you 

when I come back.'  

The surprising twist in this story is that the hero is a 

Samaritan. As we have seen previously in our study of 

Luke 9, most Jews at this time despise Samaritans. They 

are of Jewish descent, but over the course of their history 

they distort the worship of the Lord with idols, reject most 

of the Old Testament, intermarry with other nations, and 

interfere with the rebuilding of the Jewish Temple. They 

are the type of people that the lawyer wants to exclude as 

neighbors. So, many Bible teachers say that by making a 

Samaritan the hero of the story, Jesus is exposing this 
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lawyer’s hatred. I don’t know if it is accurate to identify it 

as racism, but it is certainly similar. 

But Jesus is not simply saying that Samaritans can be 

good people. The hatred between Jews and Samaritans 

goes both ways. Luke 9:53 tells how a Samaritan village 

refuses to extend hospitality to Jesus because he is going 

to Jerusalem. So, what is this Samaritan doing on the 

road between Jerusalem and Jericho? He would not even 

be there unless he had experienced a dramatic change of 

heart. 

In verse 33, Jesus says that the Samaritan feels 

compassion. The word means that he identifies so much 

with the victim that it hits him like a punch in the gut. 

This word is used 12 times in the New Testament, and 9 

of them describe Jesus. The other two uses (besides the 

one here) are also in stories that Jesus tells. He describes 

a master who forgives his servant’s debt (Matt 18:27) and 

a father who welcomes home his prodigal son (Luke 

15:20). In both cases, Jesus is illustrating the love of God. 

He does not make that connection here, but we must see 

that the Samaritan’s compassion is a Christ-like 

characteristic. 
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His compassion compels him to meet the man’s 

needs. First, verse 34 tells us that he treats his wounds. 

Some Bible teachers try to find some symbolic 

significance in the oil and the wine, but they were 

commonly used in ancient medicine to moisturize and 

disinfect. Next, he delivers the victim to a safe place.  

Then, verse 35 says that he pays the debt that the man will 

incur staying at the inn. He even promises to return and 

cover any other costs. There is nothing superficial or 

limited about the Samaritan’s love. 

Finally, Luke 10:36-37 tells us that Jesus concludes by 

saying, 

“Which of these three, do you think, proved to 

be a neighbor to the man who fell among the 

robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him 

mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and 

do likewise.” 

The lawyer asks, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus turns 

the question around: “Who proved himself to be a 

neighbor?” Rephrasing the question eliminates excuses. 

The command to love your neighbor requires determined 

effort rather than evasive justifications. 
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Some people think that the lawyer’s hatred is so deep, 

that he refuses to respond by identifying the Samaritan as 

the neighbor. He says, “the one who showed mercy”—

another interesting word choice. In the story Jesus says 

compassion, not mercy.  

Why does the lawyer speak of mercy? The Greek 

word for mercy is used 27 times in the New Testament, 

and 22 of them refer to God. Of the five times it is used of 

people, Matthew’s Gospel records Jesus using it on two 

occasions when he quotes Hosea 6:6, which says, “For I 

desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of 

God rather than burnt offerings.” The Greek translation 

of the Old Testament uses the word “mercy” instead of 

“steadfast love.” Perhaps the lawyer is getting the point. 

Jesus tells him to go and do likewise. But how is it 

possible for sinful people whether Jew, Samaritan, or 

Gentile to show supernatural mercy? Earlier I quoted 

Deuteronomy 30:16 as we spoke of the connection 

between obeying the Law and receiving God’s ultimate 

blessings. That same chapter also speaks of God’s mercy. 

In verses 1-3 Moses says,  

And when all these things come upon you, the 

blessing and the curse, which I have set before 
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you, and you call them to mind among all the 

nations where the LORD your God has driven 

you, and return to the LORD your God, you 

and your children, and obey his voice in all that 

I command you today, with all your heart and 

with all your soul, then the LORD your God 

will restore your fortunes and have mercy on 

you, and he will gather you again from all the 

peoples where the LORD your God has 

scattered you. 

Throughout the book of Deuteronomy, Moses 

explains God’s Law to the people of Israel. He reveals the 

blessings and curses, but here he says that they are going 

to disobey. They will not love God or people perfectly 

until God mercifully intervenes. That intervention is 

described in verse 6, where Moses says, 

And the LORD your God will circumcise your 

heart and the heart of your offspring, so that 

you will love the LORD your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul, that you may 

live. 

I think this circumcision is the same transformation 

that Jesus has in mind in John 3:3 when he says that you 

must be born again. God must change our hearts before 

we can obey. To show supernatural mercy, we must first 



Love Your Neighbor (Luke 10:25-37) 
 

— 211 — 

experience supernatural mercy. Jesus does not explicitly 

state this idea in his story about the Samaritan, but I 

believe he is pointing the lawyer (and us) in this direction.  

Whether we live like the robbers or the spiritual 

leaders in the story, we have all violated God’s Law by 

failing to love our neighbors. Sin has ravaged us and left 

us for dead like the victim lying along the side of the road. 

We need someone like the Samaritan to find us, feel 

compassion for us, and show us mercy, treating our 

wounds and paying our debts so that we will have a safe 

place to stay for eternity. 

Jesus is the source of supernatural mercy. He gave his 

life to rescue us, and his love transcends those 

extraordinary Medal of Honor stories. They died for 

friends, but in Romans 5:7-8, Paul says, 

For one will scarcely die for a righteous 

person—though perhaps for a good person one 

would dare even to die—but God shows his 

love for us in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us. 

By his perfect love, Jesus fulfilled God’s Law for us. 

By his sacrificial death, he paid the price for our sins. 

When we repent and believe in him, he changes our 
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hearts so that we can show genuine love for others. Paul 

expresses this idea in Ephesians 4:32 by saying, “Be kind 

to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as 

God in Christ forgave you.” Because of Christ’s love and 

mercy, born again believers can live like the Samaritan. 

Conclusion 

Our study of this passage has taken us far and wide. 

These three connections between loving your neighbor 

and inheriting eternal life show us how the Old and New 

Testaments fit together. Love fulfills the perfect standard 

of God’s Law. But since we fall short of that standard, 

love exposes our sinfulness. So, love requires 

supernatural mercy. We must receive it from Christ and 

then extend it to others.  

Where do you fall in this story? Do you recognize that 

you have violated God’s perfect standard? Are you trying 

to find a loophole? If so, you will never succeed. Seek 

Christ’s mercy. Humble yourself before him. Trust that 

he will cleanse you and give you a new heart. If you are 

still trying to understand these ideas, I would encourage 

you to spend some time reading 1 John 3-4.  
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If you have personally experienced the love of Christ, 

are you living it out? We must put aside the mindset of 

the lawyer. We need to stop making excuses. Perhaps this 

story brings to mind a particular situation in which you 

need to meet a need. Would you show the 

compassionate, merciful love of Christ?  

May God help us to love our neighbors! 
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Questions for Further Reflection 

1. What excuses do you use when you fail to show love? 

 

 

 

2. How can you use this passage of Scripture to correct 

your thoughts when you’re tempted to make excuses? 

 

 

 

3. Can you think of a situation you regularly encounter 

in which you need to start showing love to someone? 

How could you prepare yourself to respond in a way 

that honors Christ? 
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Chapter 11 
Love the Lord 

Luke 10:38-42 

Most people don’t get excited about doing laundry. 

But in the strange world of the internet, millions have 

watched videos of people throwing bricks and other 

heavy objects into washing machines and dryers. You 

know what happens when a washer gets off balance 

during a spin cycle. Centrifugal force causes it to vibrate 

and bounce around. If allowed to continue, it can damage 

something. These videos demonstrate what happens 

when that imbalance is taken to the extreme: destruction.  
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When someone’s love for the Lord becomes 

imbalanced, we see a similar effect. They begin to spin 

out of control, bouncing into other people. If the 

imbalance continues, they can damage their relationships 

with people and destroy their witness for Christ. The most 

extreme examples are seen in religious wars like the 

Crusades of the Middle Ages, when corrupt church 

leaders encouraged savage brutality as an expression of 

devotion to Christ. Atheists argue that the solution to 

such deception is to avoid religion completely, but 

unbelieving people are equally prone to violence. The 

problem is with the human heart, not with Jesus Christ or 

his teaching. 

Jesus says that loving God is the greatest 

commandment. Last time, our study of Luke’s Gospel 

focused on a conversation between Jesus and an expert in 

the Old Testament Law. The man asks Jesus what he 

must do to inherit eternal life, and Jesus asks him what 

the Law says. Luke 10:27 tells us, 

And he answered, "You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your strength and with all 

your mind, and your neighbor as yourself." 
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Jesus agrees with him, but the man tries to find an 

excuse by placing limitations on who qualifies as a 

neighbor. Jesus tells him the story of the Good Samaritan 

to expose his failure to love his neighbor and his need for 

forgiveness and spiritual transformation. Nothing more is 

said on that occasion about loving God, so Luke tells a 

different story to expand on that commandment. 

In Luke 10:38-42, he introduces us to a woman named 

Martha and her sister, Mary. They also have a brother 

named Lazarus, though he is not mentioned here. The 

Gospels record three separate occasions when this family 

interacts with Jesus, and this one is probably their first 

encounter. If you have read the passage before, you may 

have concluded that Mary demonstrates love for God, but 

Martha does not. But when we examine the details of the 

passage in the context of other biblical teaching, a 

different picture emerges.  

The story of Martha and Mary is a case study of loving 

the Lord in a balanced way. It demonstrates five 

expressions of whole-hearted love for God. Think of them 

like spokes on a wheel. If someone is strong in some 

expressions but weak in others, things are going to get 
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bumpy. That’s what creates tension for these women and 

for other Christians ever since.  
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Expression 1: Welcome Him 

Home improvement shows talk about creating more 

open floor plans. They claim that it makes a home more 

spacious and welcoming. Someone inevitably tears into a 

wall with a sledgehammer, but they never remove all the 

internal walls. We all keep some spaces private—

bedrooms, bathrooms, and closets. No one wants to be 

that welcoming in the layout of our homes or in the way 

we live our lives. But one expression of love for the Lord, 

is welcoming him into every part of our lives.  

The story of these women begins with a seemingly 

simple gesture. Luke 10:38 tells us, “Now as they went on 

their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named 
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Martha welcomed him into her house.” Hospitality like 

this was common in the ancient world, but there are two 

unusual factors here that make this decision extremely 

significant. 

First, Luke’s wording suggests that Martha is the head 

of the household. She welcomes him into her house. It was 

unusual at that time for a woman to have such authority. 

If she had been married, her husband may have died and 

left the home to her. But the motherly behavior she shows 

may suggest that her parents died, leaving her to run the 

home and care for her sister and brother. A situation like 

this would make her extension of hospitality particularly 

impressive. 

The second factor that makes this situation special is 

the identity of Martha’s guest. Jesus is a well-known 

teacher by this point. When he sends out the apostles in 

Luke 9 and the seventy-two disciples in Luke 10, he talks 

about the importance of people receiving them into their 

homes. In Luke 10:6, he calls these hospitable people sons 

of peace and talks about his peace resting upon them. But 

when a town does not extend hospitality to them, Jesus 

tells his disciples to warn them of coming judgment (Lu 

10:10-12). So, by welcoming Jesus, Martha is identifying 
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herself with him and supporting his ministry. She is 

welcoming him into her life.  

Jesus uses similar imagery in Revelation 3:20 when he 

calls the church of Laodicea to repent. He says, “Behold, 

I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice 

and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with 

him, and he with me.” He pictures salvation as table 

fellowship, two people sharing a meal. But this is not a 

simple one-time encounter. The context makes it clear 

that eternity is at stake. Those who welcome Jesus now 

will join him in his future kingdom.  

If we share our life with him, then he shares his life 

with us. In several of his New Testament letters, Paul 

explains the importance of being united with Christ. He 

talks of great blessings bestowed upon those who are 

“with Christ” or “in Christ.” For instance, in Colossians 

2:13, he says, “And you, who were dead in your 

trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 

made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our 

trespasses.” When we share life with Jesus, we receive the 

cleansing benefits of his death and the justifying power of 

his resurrection. 
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But this sharing of lives cannot be superficial. One of 

the disciples asks Jesus how he will make himself known 

to them and John 14:23 tells us, “Jesus answered him, ‘If 

anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father 

will love him, and we will come to him and make our 

home with him.’” He explains that the Father is going to 

send them a Helper, the Holy Spirit, to dwell within them 

(John 14:16-17, 26). The Spirit convicts, teaches, and 

empowers Christ’s followers to live fruitful lives. Nothing 

in our lives can be hidden from him.  

So, have you welcomed the Lord into your life? Does 

he have complete access or are you trying to keep some 

areas private? Don’t hold anything back. Tear down the 

walls. We express our love for him, by welcoming him.  
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Expression 2: Listen to Him 

The most precious commodity of our day is not silver 

or gold, but attention. Entertainment and technology 

companies fight for it. Advertisers pay millions of dollars 

for it. They want you to scroll through endless news feeds 

and binge watch countless videos. As we do, we find it 

harder and harder to sit with someone and have a simple 

conversation, but we express love by listening. 

Martha’s sister stands as one of the best biblical 

examples of this expression of love. Luke 10:39 tells us, 

“And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's 

feet and listened to his teaching.” So, Martha was not 

alone in welcoming Jesus. Mary gives him her full 
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attention. She sits at his feet in an attitude of humble 

submission and obedience. This is the focused posture of 

a disciple.  

Listening is an essential part of our relationship with 

the Lord. In Romans 10:17, Paul writes, “So faith comes 

from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” 

We cannot exercise saving faith in Jesus without hearing 

the truths of his gospel. It is safe to assume that Jesus was 

explaining these ideas to Mary—things like the need for 

forgiveness and the hope of the kingdom. John 11 tells us 

that when her brother Lazarus dies, she and Martha both 

express their belief in the Messianic power of Jesus. 

So, listening is the starting point of spiritual life, but it 

should also characterize our relationship with him 

throughout our lives until we reach eternity. In John 

10:27-28, Jesus uses the picture of a shepherd and his 

sheep to describe our relationship with him. He is 

responding to the Jewish leaders about their refusal to 

believe in him, and he says, “My sheep hear my voice, 

and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal 

life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch 

them out of my hand.” Who will receive eternal life? 

Those who belong to Jesus. How do we know who 
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belongs to him? Those who hear him and follow him. In 

other words, listening leads to obedience. Jesus’ teaching 

convicts us and shows us how to live. 

But here we encounter a problem—our hearts are 

stubborn. When teaching makes us uncomfortable, we 

are tempted to tune it out. We hear, but we do not listen. 

In those times, we need to remember what an incredible 

privilege it is to be able to hear and understand God’s 

truth. This was particularly true for Mary.  

Some ancient rabbis argued that women should not be 

allowed to learn God’s Law. That background may 

explain why Luke selects this story to complement the 

previous passage. Jesus challenges racism by using a 

Samaritan rather than a Jew as an example of loving your 

neighbor, and Luke challenges sexism by using a woman 

rather than a man as an example of loving the Lord. 

We need to think of God’s Word like the author of 

Psalm 119. In verses 171 and 172, he writes, “My lips will 

pour forth praise, for you teach me your statutes. My 

tongue will sing of your word, for all your 

commandments are right.” Don’t take biblical truth for 

granted. Treasure it. Put aside the distractions and give 
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God your full attention. Express your love for him by 

listening.  
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Expression 3: Serve Him 

A garden hose is designed to do one thing. It serves 

the simple purpose of carrying water from one place to 

another, but sometimes a hose gets kinked. It holds the 

water in and the pressure begins to build. If someone 

doesn’t straighten it out, it might even burst.  

You and I are designed to serve the Lord. He blesses 

us, so that we will carry his blessing to others. We express 

our love for him by serving his purpose, but sometimes 

our motives get twisted. We try to serve ourselves, but it 

never really works. Pressure builds, and sooner or later 

we blow up at someone, even God. We find this scenario 

in Luke 10:40. Luke writes, 
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But Martha was distracted with much serving. 

And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do 

you not care that my sister has left me to serve 

alone? Tell her then to help me.” 

We can all probably relate to Martha’s feelings of 

frustration. There are tasks that need to be done, but she 

is distracted and frantic. Perhaps she is making things 

more complicated than they need to be. She could simply 

ask Mary for help, but instead she bears the burden alone. 

She may be trying to prove herself, or even to impress 

Jesus and the disciples, but it’s not working out the way 

she wants. So, her frustration builds until she finally 

blows up at Jesus! 

She speaks to him in two shocking ways. First, she 

questions his care. This is a manipulative tactic to shame 

someone into compliance. Then she demands that he tell 

her sister to help. She may not fully grasp who Jesus is at 

this point, but her words here would be disrespectful 

toward any guest. How much more so toward him? She 

is busy serving, but it is not an expression of love for God 

or for people. Her outburst shows that she is really serving 

herself. 
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We have all succumbed to the same temptation, and 

our actions are just as ugly as Martha’s. As we grasp for 

recognition and approval, we only push it away. We 

question God’s care and we try to make demands. To find 

joy and freedom we need to stop thinking about 

ourselves, and the best way to do that is by focusing on 

Jesus.  

In Philippians 2:3-8, Paul encourages us to set aside 

our selfishness by remembering Christ’s example. He 

says, 

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 

but in humility count others more significant 

than yourselves. Let each of you look not only 

to his own interests, but also to the interests of 

others. Have this mind among yourselves, 

which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he 

was in the form of God, did not count equality 

with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 

himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 

born in the likeness of men. And being found 

in human form, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of death, even 

death on a cross. 

Martha did not understand all of this about Jesus, but 

we do. How could we ever question his care for us? He 



On the Road with Jesus 

 

— 230 — 

showed his amazing love by humbling himself to save us. 

He not only gives us the perfect example, he also 

empowers us to think differently. There in verse 5 Paul 

says that this mind is yours in Christ Jesus.  

Paul also encourages us to serve by looking forward 

to Christ’s reward. In Colossians 3:23-24, he writes, 

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the 

Lord and not for men, knowing that from the 

Lord you will receive the inheritance as your 

reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 

In the context, Paul is speaking to slaves, but his 

instructions apply to us all. We express our love for the 

Lord by serving him in all that we do. 
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Expression 4: Trust Him 

I have conducted over forty wedding ceremonies, 

enough to see certain patterns repeated. The funniest 

moment always has something to do with a ring bearer or 

flower girl. They always steal the show. The most 

emotional time is when the bride comes down the aisle. 

Even the toughest bridegrooms shed a tear. The most 

exciting point is the kiss, particularly for one couple who 

for whom it was their very first kiss. Awkward but very 

exciting! But the most serious part is when people 

exchange vows, pledging themselves to one another with 

lofty promises.  
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Love and trust are inseparable in marriage. If one 

person begins to break those vows, trust is violated and 

the other will find it extremely difficult to show love. But 

sometimes a person worries that their spouse might be 

unfaithful, even when that person is completely 

trustworthy. In that case, the worried person is 

responsible to express love by showing trust despite his or 

her feelings of doubt. 

The same lesson applies to our relationship with God 

He is perfectly trustworthy beyond any shadow of doubt. 

He has given us amazingly secure promises, but we still 

worry. The problem is with us, not with him. We must 

express our love for him by choosing to trust him despite 

our anxious feelings.  

Jesus raises this issue with Martha in Luke 10:41. 

Luke tells us, “But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, 

Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many 

things.’” This is an amazingly gracious response after the 

way she has spoken to him. He reveals the root of her 

manipulative behavior. She has been overcome with all 

sorts of worries. We can only imagine the things that must 

have been weighing on her, but that is exactly what Jesus 

came to address.  
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The fundamental response Jesus seeks in all his 

teaching is trust, faith, belief, reliance. We use separate 

words in English, but these are not separate ideas. The 

New Testament uses one Greek word for all of them. We 

find it in verses like John 3:16, where Jesus says, “For 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 

whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life.” God sent his Son, Jesus, as an expression of 

his love for us. He wants us to trust him to protect us and 

provide for us forever.  

But we often act as if his promise is not good enough. 

We trust him to handle eternity, but not the details of life 

here and now—safety, job, finances, relationships. Peter 

encourages us to entrust everything to him. In 1 Peter 5:6-

7, he writes, 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the 

mighty hand of God so that at the proper time 

he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on 

him, because he cares for you. 

God knows our faults, doubts, and worries, but his love 

for us is unchanging. We should express our love for him 

by trusting him. 
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Expression 5: Enjoy Him 

One of the privileges of celebrating your birthday is 

that you get to choose the first piece of cake. I recall 

children’s parties where that decision turned into an 

argument. Everyone wanted the biggest piece with the 

most frosting. They wanted to enjoy the sugar rush. They 

believed it would be satisfying. It is for a moment, but 

then it fades quickly. You crash and feel sick for the rest 

of the day.  

How many times have you had that experience? It’s 

not just with sugar. That kind of disappointment happens 

with food, toys, gadgets, clothes, entertainment, jobs, 

vacations, and even relationships. We make a choice 
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based upon unrealistic expectations, then we end up 

disappointed. Some people just keep trying, but I believe 

that those feelings of disappointment are like flashing 

signs. They tell us that we need to find our joy and 

satisfaction somewhere else. The only real source of joy 

is God, so we express our love for him by enjoying him. 

Luke 10:42 tells us how Jesus makes this point to 

Martha. We begin in verse 41, where Luke tells us, 

But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, 

you are anxious and troubled about many 

things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has 

chosen the good portion, which will not be 

taken away from her.” 

Many people claim that Jesus is making a contrast 

here between work and worship. Mary chooses to sit at 

the feet of Jesus while Martha works. Martha makes the 

wrong choice, so be like Mary. But that line of thinking, 

leads to unbiblical conclusions. Some Christians in 

Thessalonica, for instance, were so concerned about 

being ready for Christ’s return, that they stopped working 

and took advantage of the labor and generosity of others. 

In 2 Thessalonians 3:10, Paul writes, “For even when we 

were with you, we would give you this command: If 
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anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat.” 

Furthermore, as we saw earlier in Colossians 3, all work 

is supposed to be done for the Lord. So, we cannot set 

work and worship against each other. 

The word portion helps us understand what Jesus is 

getting at. We find the same expression in Psalm 73:25-

26. The psalmist begins by confessing how he envies the 

prosperity and success of wicked people, but then he 

writes,  

Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is 

nothing on earth that I desire besides you. My 

flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the 

strength of my heart and my portion forever. 

He chooses to be content without all the things of the 

world. He desires God. He chooses him as his portion. 

Our relationship with him is the one necessary thing that 

will never be taken away. 

Mary sits at the feet of Jesus and listens intently, 

because she is finding her joy and delight in God. But 

Martha is still conflicted. Where are you seeking your 

joy? Express your love for the Lord by enjoying him. 
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Conclusion 

Neither Martha nor Mary are perfect, but their story 

helps us understand what it means to love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 

all your strength, and with all your mind. For all the 

goodness and love he has shown to us, God deserves all 

five expressions of our love: welcoming him, listening to 

him, serving him, trusting him, and enjoying him. 

Do you love the Lord? If not, I encourage you to begin 

today. Welcome him into your life. Begin to listen to him. 

None of us are worthy. We have all sinned and fallen 

short of his perfect standard. But Jesus died to cleanse us 

from our sin, so that we can draw near to the Father 

through him. You can entrust your life to him now and 

forever. If you want to see a good example of someone 

expressing their love for God, I would encourage you to 

read Psalm 34.  

If you do love the Lord, are you balanced? We are 

probably each more comfortable with some of these 

expressions than with others. Don’t allow that to become 

an excuse. Seek to develop the expressions that are 
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weaker in your life. Learn more about that expression and 

focus on living it out. 

May God receive the love he deserves from each of 

us. 

Questions for Further Reflection 

1. Are you more like Martha or Mary? How so? 

 

 

 

2. Which expression of love for God seems most natural 

for you? Why do you think that is the case? 

 

 

 

3. Which expression of love for God is most difficult for 

you? What could you do to grow in that area? 
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Chapter 12 
How to Pray 

Luke 11:1-13 

I have read that the LEGO company has produced 

enough plastic bricks for every person in the world to 

have at least 80 pieces. I have also read that a 

mathematician calculated that with just six two-by-four 

bricks there are 915,103,765 possible combinations. But 

despite those massive numbers, all the LEGO builders in 

the world can be divided into just two groups: those who 

follow directions and those who do not. Some people 

want clear step-by-step instructions to build the “perfect” 
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creation, but others want to make it up as they go along 

without any constraints. 

We see the same division when it comes to following 

Jesus. Some people want clear step-by-step directions—

rituals to follow and creeds to memorize or programs to 

attend and workbooks to complete. Others want to make 

it all up as they go along without any constraints. But 

when we examine how Jesus trains his disciples on the 

road in Luke 9-11, we don’t find either extreme. He 

models and teaches guiding principles: a mission to fulfill, 

priorities to maintain, motivations to embrace, and a 

destination to seek. As we conclude our study of this 

section of Luke’s Gospel, the final passage reinforces this 

focus on the heart. 

Luke 11:1-13 tells us how Jesus responds when a 

disciple asks him how to pray. He does not give him some 

formulaic incantation to chant. He does not say pray 

however you want for whatever you want. He explains 

how to think about praying. He teaches his disciples three 

ways to approach God in prayer.  
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Approach 1: As Our Coming King 

When you look at an old film reel, you see that a 

movie is nothing more than a string of pictures with 

sounds. For it to be meaningful and interesting, someone 

must assemble those sounds and pictures in such a way 

as to tell a story. We love stories, and because we do, we 

cannot help but wonder if there is some grand movie-like 

narrative that will give meaning to the string of events in 

our lives. Many people imagine themselves as characters 

in the story of evolution, struggling to survive and prosper 

as long as possible. But the Bible teaches that we are each 

part of the story of a coming king. 
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As Jesus teaches his disciples to pray, he ties his 

instruction to this story. Luke 11:1-4 tells us, 

Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and 

when he finished, one of his disciples said to 

him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his 

disciples." And he said to them, "When you 

pray, say: "Father, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come. Give us each day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our sins, for we 

ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to 

us. And lead us not into temptation." 

These words sound similar to the familiar “Lord’s 

Prayer” from Matthew 6:9-13, but there are some 

differences. Jesus is responding to a question here, but 

there he includes it in his Sermon on the Mount. Here he 

also changes a few words and leaves out two of the 

requests—the prayer for God’s will to be done on earth as 

it is in heaven and the prayer for deliverance from evil. 

So, if Jesus is not concerned about repeating it verbatim, 

why would we recite it that way? Both versions of this 

prayer follow a general pattern that describes how we 

relate to God. The requests each fit into the overarching 

biblical storyline of God’s kingdom. 
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Since Adam and Eve succumbed to the serpent’s 

temptation, humanity has lived in a state of rebellion 

against God and his rule. But God intervenes. He opens 

the eyes of some to his truth and causes them to be born 

again. So, 1 John 5:19 tells us, “We know that we are 

from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the 

evil one.” We are citizens of God’s kingdom, but we live 

in enemy occupied territory. God is still at work, 

however, and prayer allows us to maintain a vital link of 

communication with him. 

As we see people’s disrespect for God, we pray for his 

name to be hallowed. In other words, we want him to 

intervene and change people’s hearts as he has done with 

us, so that they will treat him with the reverence and 

honor that he deserves. Isaiah 66:23 foretells the ultimate 

fulfillment of this prayer. It says, “From new moon to 

new moon, and from Sabbath to Sabbath, all flesh shall 

come to worship before me, declares the LORD.” One 

day every living being will honor God, but until then we 

pray, “Hallowed be your name.” 

To realize this goal, we also pray for God’s kingdom 

to come. In one sense, this happens whenever someone 

receives Christ as Lord. But we still live in occupied 
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territory. We need Jesus to stage a full-scale heavenly 

invasion to transform the earth. Revelation 19 describes 

him returning in power, striking down the nations and 

ruling with a rod of iron. Paul sums up his future reign in 

1 Corinthians 15:25-26 by saying, “For he must reign 

until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last 

enemy to be destroyed is death.” The coming of his 

kingdom is the ultimate answer to all our suffering. Evil 

and death will be defeated. 

As we wait for that hope to be fulfilled, we must rely 

upon him moment by moment. We pray, “Give us each 

day our daily bread,” because God is the one who 

physically provides for us and sustains us. Proverbs 30:8-

9 reflects the wisdom of this request. It says, 

Remove far from me falsehood and lying; give 

me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the 

food that is needful for me, lest I be full and 

deny you and say, "Who is the LORD?" or lest 

I be poor and steal and profane the name of my 

God. 

Though we are in a hostile setting, God calls us to 

represent him by embodying the perfect righteousness 

and love of his kingdom here and now. But when we fall 
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short of this standard, we can pray for him to forgive us, 

knowing that Jesus has already paid the price for our sins 

through his death on the cross. First John 1:9 promises, 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 

our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” We 

then reflect our gratitude for his forgiveness, by extending 

the same grace and mercy to anyone who sins against us. 

Our failures remind us that the enemy relentlessly 

seeks to mislead us and entrap us with temptation. He has 

laid a spiritual minefield, so we pray for our king to lead 

us not into temptation, guiding us safely through. In 1 

Corinthians 10:13, Paul encourages us by saying, 

No temptation has overtaken you that is not 

common to man. God is faithful, and he will 

not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but 

with the temptation he will also provide the 

way of escape, that you may be able to endure 

it. 

This is our story—serving our King as we await his 

coming. Is this how you view your life? Is this how you 

pray? We must approach God as our coming king.  
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Approach 2: As Our Willing Friend 

Friends are sort of like rubber bands. Some of them 

are colorful; others are drab. Some of them are fun 

anytime; others you only see at work. As they flex and 

bend, they can hold you back or launch you forward. But 

if you stretch them too far, the friendship might break. 

For instance, Proverbs 25:17 warns, “Let your foot be 

seldom in your neighbor's house, lest he have his fill of 

you and hate you.” 

Perhaps Jesus has this proverb in mind as he describes 

a second approach to prayer. Luke 11:5-10 tells us, 

And he said to them, “Which of you who has 

a friend will go to him at midnight and say to 
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him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, for a friend 

of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have 

nothing to set before him’; and he will answer 

from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is 

now shut, and my children are with me in bed. 

I cannot get up and give you anything’? I tell 

you, though he will not get up and give him 

anything because he is his friend, yet because 

of his impudence he will rise and give him 

whatever he needs. And I tell you, ask, and it 

will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 

knock, and it will be opened to you. For 

everyone who asks receives, and the one who 

seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will 

be opened.” 

The people in this story are not wealthy. The first man 

doesn’t have any extra bread to share with his visitor. His 

friend seems to live in a small home, probably with one 

room. There is only one bed, if you can even call it that, 

and the whole household piles on. If anyone moves, the 

whole family will be disturbed, and we all know how hard 

it can be to get children to fall asleep. The inconvenience 

of this request stretches beyond the limits of their 

friendship. So, why does the friend give in? 

Some Bible teachers say that Jesus tells this story as 

an example of persistence. They essentially claim that we 
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need to pester God in prayer until he gives in. The New 

American Standard Bible even uses the word persistence 

instead of impudence in verse 9. But the Greek word that 

Jesus uses here speaks of being without shame or 

modesty. Nothing in the story suggests that the man wore 

his friend down. The friend simply felt as if he had no 

other choice because the man was so bold and direct. 

So, how does this story connect with verses 9 and 10? 

Some people try to find increasing intensity levels in the 

words ask, seek, and knock, but it seems to be the exact 

opposite. Jesus is saying that God is more willing than the 

best of friends to help us in our moment of need. Ask, 

seek, knock and he is right there.  

You will never catch God at an inconvenient time. He 

doesn’t sleep. The author of Psalm 121:2-3 says, “My 

help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and 

earth. He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps 

you will not slumber.” He is always listening. In Psalm 

55:16-17 David says, “But I call to God, and the LORD 

will save me. Evening and morning and at noon I utter 

my complaint and moan, and he hears my voice.” In fact, 

we do not even have to say anything to make him aware 

of our need. In Psalm 139:2-4, David says, 
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You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

you discern my thoughts from afar. You search 

out my path and my lying down and are 

acquainted with all my ways. Even before a 

word is on my tongue, behold, O LORD, you 

know it altogether. 

God knows us and cares for us far more than any 

friend ever could, but not because of any redeeming 

qualities in us. We don’t deserve his friendship. We have 

sinned again him countless times. We have offended him 

and pushed him away, stretching far beyond the limits of 

friendship. But in Colossians 1:21-22, Paul says, 

And you, who once were alienated and hostile 

in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now 

reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in 

order to present you holy and blameless and 

above reproach before him. 

Jesus repaired all the damage that we have done to our 

relationship with God. He is the unbreakable band that 

keeps pulling us back to God. 

So, to pray to God as our willing friend is to pray with 

complete confidence. God is not a stingy neighbor. We 

don’t have to worry about whether we have prayed 

enough to wear him down. There’s no secret formula for 
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getting him to listen. Jesus has opened the way for us. So, 

as Hebrews 4:16 says, “Let us then with confidence draw 

near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 

and find grace to help in time of need.” Do you pray with 

confidence? Thanks to Jesus, we can approach God as 

our willing friend.  
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Approach 3: As Our Good Father 

We have all received gifts that we did not want. One 

Christmas many years ago someone gave me an 

inexpensive blue flashlight. I honestly don’t remember 

who it was from. It was about the size of the palm of my 

hand, with a row of white LEDs on one end and a whole 

panel of them on the side. On the back side it had a 

magnet and a plastic hook that folds out to hang it up. It 

seemed like a gimmicky sort of thing that I would never 

use, but I was completely wrong. I have used it countless 

times, and I keep it in the nightstand next to my bed. 

Sometimes a good gift giver knows what you need better 

than you do, and that is always the case with God.  
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In Luke 11:11-13, Jesus teaches us to approach God 

as our good father. He says, 

What father among you, if his son asks for a 

fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; or 

if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 

If you then, who are evil, know how to give 

good gifts to your children, how much more 

will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 

those who ask him!" 

There are certainly earthly fathers who fail to display 

goodness of any sort. Jesus knows that, but he directs us 

to the best of earthly fathers to show us that God is even 

better. Why is this important for how we pray? We just 

learned that we can approach God as a willing friend. Is 

he promising that God will always give us what we ask 

for? Not necessarily. 

Think about how God’s goodness leads him to 

respond to our prayers. Sometimes we ask for good things 

like the fish or the egg, and he gives them to us. But 

sometimes we ask for things that are not good. We are 

like a little child who wants a serpent or a scorpion. In 

that situation, our Father shows his goodness by ignoring 

our request. Sometimes he gives us something that seems 

bad. We may not want the fish or the egg. We may 
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consider them as bad as the serpent or the scorpion, but 

he gives them to us anyway because he knows that we 

need them. In Romans 8:28, Paul assures us, “And we 

know that for those who love God all things work 

together for good, for those who are called according to 

his purpose.” 

Matthew 7:9-11 tells us that Jesus made a set of 

statements in his Sermon on the Mount that are almost 

identical to the ones here in Luke 11. There he simply 

says that God will give good things to those who ask him. 

Here he speaks of the Father giving the Holy Spirit to those 

who ask. He is probably referring to the indwelling of the 

Holy Spirit that is promised as part of the New Covenant 

described by the Old Testament prophets. For instance, 

Ezekiel 36:27 says, “And I will put my Spirit within you, 

and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to 

obey my rules.” Through his death and resurrection, 

Jesus inaugurates this New Covenant. After he ascends 

to heaven, he pours out the Spirit upon his disciples on 

the Day of Pentecost. 

In Romans 8, Paul gives us several insights into the 

work of the Spirit that further explain Jesus’ teaching here 

in Luke 11:13. In Romans 8:9, Paul indicates that 
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everyone who is united with Christ by faith is indwelt by 

the Spirit. He says, “You, however, are not in the flesh 

but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 

belong to him.” So, from this perspective asking for the 

Spirit, is the same as praying for salvation. It is 

recognizing that you cannot begin to obey God without 

the enablement he provides. 

One of the benefits of the Spirit’s work, then, is that it 

confirms our sonship. God is the father of all creation in 

a general sense, but he does not relate to us as his children 

until we are born again. When we receive the Spirit, he 

begins to transform us to reflect the character of our 

Heavenly Father. So, in Romans 8:14-17, Paul says, 

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons 

of God. For you did not receive the spirit of 

slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 

received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by 

whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit 

himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 

children of God, and if children, then heirs—

heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 

provided we suffer with him in order that we 

may also be glorified with him. 
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Is the Spirit confirming that you are a son of God with an 

eternal inheritance in glory? 

Another benefit of being indwelt by the Spirit is that 

he helps us pray. As we saw a moment ago, we often do 

not know what we really need. But the Spirit knows. In 

Romans 8:26-27, Paul says, 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. 

For we do not know what to pray for as we 

ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 

with groanings too deep for words. And he 

who searches hearts knows what is the mind of 

the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 

saints according to the will of God. 

In those moments when we feel desperately weak and 

unsure of what we need, the Spirit intercedes. So, when 

you pray, you can do so in complete reliance upon the 

goodness of our Heavenly Father who gives us his Spirit. 
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Conclusion 

Prayer is not a formula, but a relationship. If you 

don’t yet have a relationship with God, I encourage you 

to begin today. Ask him to forgive you. Ask him to send 

His Spirit into your life. He will not delay or deny your 

request. When you believe, you can begin to approach 

God as your coming king, as your willing friend, and as 

your good father. 

If you know the Lord, is that how you pray? Are there 

changes you need to make? If you want to learn more 

about prayer, John 17 is a good chapter to read. It records 

Jesus’ prayer the night before he was crucified. 

Perhaps you know someone who needs to learn what 

it means to have a relationship with God. If so, would 

you look for an opportunity to share what you have 

learned today. 

May God draw us each deeper in our relationship 

with him. 
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Questions for Further Reflection 

1. What does your current approach to prayer say about 

your relationship with God? 

 

2. To what degree are the approaches described in this 

passage reflected in how you pray? 

 

3. What steps could you take to change your approach 

to prayer? 
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